Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



LETTERS 

ON 

THE SCANDINAYIAN CHUKCHES. 



LETTERS 



ON 



THE SCANDINAVIAN CHURCHES, 



THKUt 



Soctrtnei moxif^ipf aM Volitp. 



BY 

THE REV. JOHN B. PRATT, LL.D., 

AUTEOB OF *<THE OLD PATHS," ETC. 
IVCTJMBBNT 07 B. JAMBS*3, CBUDEIT. 



'Iva fi^ J ffxifffia 4y ry ff^fuvri, — 1 Cor. xiL 25. 



LONDON : 
JOSEPH MASTEES, ALDERSaATE STREET, 

AlO) NEW BOND STBEET. 
MDCCCLZT. 



NOTE. 



In the Diocesan Synod of Aberdeen^ Sept. 8^ 
1863^ the following motion was proposed and 
adopted^ with only two dissentient voices : 

" That thb Synod op Abebdbxn, hayino tjjlbv 
xnto oonsidebation the gbeat duty of pbomotikft 

UNITY AMONG INDEPENDENT ChUBCHES, NOW UNHAP- 
PILY ESTBANGED, OB, FOB VABIOUS BEA80N8, CUT OFF 
FBOM ONE ANOTHEB, BSSOL^ES T6 PETITION THE EPIS- 
COPAL Synod of this Chubch To. take into its 

SEBI0U8 CONSIDEBATION, WhETHEB .^NY AND WHAT 
ICEANS COULD BE DEVISED FQB ENTEBING ON NEGO- 
CIATIONS WITH THE SCANDINAVIAN ChUBCHES, WITH 
THB VIEW OF ASCEBTAINING THE PBACTICABILITY OP 
INTEBCOMMUNION WITH THE SAME, ON PUBBLY CA- 
THOLIC GBOUNDS AND IN ACCOBDANCB WITH ESTAB- 
LISHED Catholic pbinciplbs." 

The idea of preparing the following Letters 
had its origin in this motion. The Letters are^ 
in a great measure^ compilations from various 
sources^ and therefore their chief value is — that 
they contain^ within a narrow compass^ a con- 
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siderable mass of information which lay scattered 
over many volumes, or was not readily accessible 
to the ordinary reader. 

In procuring books and documents for the 
preparation of the Letters^ the author has to ac- 
knowledge his obligations to the Very Rev. Prin- 
cipal CampbelLj of the University of Aberdeen ; 
Thomas Stephen^ Esq., the author of the *' His- 
tory of the Church of Scotland f the Rev. F. 
S. May, 15, Crown Terrace, London ; the Rev. 
John Fypb, M.A., Librarian, King's College, 
Aberdeen ; and especially. His Excellency 6. J. R. 
OoBDON, H. M. Minister Plenipotentiary at 
Stuttgardt, who is intimately and personally ac- 
quainted with the present state of the Scandina- 
vian Churches, and who kindly procured for him 
documents and translations which he could not 
otherwise have obtained. 

Two of the Letters, the second and third, ap- 
peared in the '^ Scottish Ecclesiastical Journal,'' 
and four — the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh, 
in the " Scottish Guardian." The others are now 
printed for the first time. 

Zrd Week in Lent, 1865. 
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THE SCANDINAVIAN CHUKCHES. 



LETTER I. 



Bbief Account of the Inteoduction of Cheis- 
tianity into scandinavia. 

Sir*, 

The history of the Scandinavian Church, 
while in its infant state, is neither very full nor 
very explicit. As of Scotland, so of Scandinavia, 
we can form only a vague conjecture as to the 
century when the first dawn of Christianity was 
shed abroad on the country; while, by whom 
the (jospel was first preached, or the exact year 
when the messengers of the Cross first reached 
the kingdoms of the North, we can with no cer- 
tainty determine. We know that Nicolas Break- 
speare, who, from being a swineherd in the neigh- 
bourhood of S. Alban^s rose to the Pontificate, 
under the title of Adrian IV., was greatly instru- 
mental in the conversion of the North. But it 
would be nowise more correct to assert that he 
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2 Brief Account of the Introduction 

was the first who carried the glad tidings of the 
Gospel to Scandinavia, than it would be to say 
that Augustine was the first who brought the 
doctrine of the Cross to England. 

Breakspeare was certainly a man of no ordinary 
character. Having struggled with many hard- 
ships and difficulties in his earlier age, which, by 
singular tact and perseverance, he overcame, he 
was elected Abbot of S. Rufus, in Provence, 
where he ruled his monks with such severity that 
they thought themselves justified in appealing to 
the Pope, Eugenius IV., in order that he might 
interpose his authority in their behalf. The Pope 
summoned the abbot to Rome, and to put an end 
to the scandals which, he said, he knew Satan had 
stirred up, he resolved, instead of sending Break- 
speare back to his monastery, to raise him to the 
Episcopate. The ex-abbot was consecrated Bishop 
of Albano. In 1146 he was created' a Cardinal 
and Archbishop of Albano, and, as we are told, 
'^ forthwith despatched to convert the heathen na- 
tions of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, to the 
Christian faith .^' '* He was accompanied,^^ as it 
is said, ^^ by a numerous retinue, and, if monkish 
chronicles are to be believed, his success was alto- 
gether marvellous.'* 

On this point I may quote from an article in 
the "S. James's Magazine," April 1864, by Wil- 
liam Bnssell, Esq., LL.D. : " One expedient," 
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says he, " adopted by the astute Archbishop, must 
have told with great force. Having first obtained 
the consent of the kings and chief men of the 
three kingdoms, he caused as great a number of 
the most venerated idols — "Woden, Thor, and the 
rest — as could be procured, to be collected at in- 
dicated spots, where great feasts were prepared 
for all comers ; the carcases of the animals to be 
eaten being roasted by the fire of the flaming 
images. Evidently, if Thor and Woden were 
genuine gods, they would not allow themselves to 
be consumed in cooking flesh for the delectation of 
Christian stomachs. No eloquence was required 
to enforce or illustrate that conclusion. There 
does not, in fact, appear to be any doubt that 
Cardinal Archbishop Nicolas Breakspeare suc- 
ceeded in efibcting a complete revolution in the 
religious ideas of the Scandinavian peoples, and 
the efiect of his labours was permanent. He is 
held to be the Apostle of those nations as cer- 
tainly as S. Patrick was of Ireland. He founded 
a bishopric at Drontheim, and an archiepiscopal 
see at Upsal, which still exists.'^ 

This mission of Cardinal Breakspeare, in the 
middle of the twelfth century, was no doubt the 
means of extending and establishing the know- 
ledge of the truth in the North, and of bringing 
the converts more closely under the influence of 
the see of Rome; but it is well known that mis- 
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sionaries had been labouring in that field more 
than three centuries before that time, while the 
▼estiges of Byiantine influence, which may still 
be traced throughout the three kingdoms, give 
room for the conjecture that the first dawn of the 
Gospel may have broken on Scandinavia from the 
East, even at an earlier period than that just men* 
tioned. But be that as it may, the following ex- 
tracts from the '^ Colonial Church Chronicle,'^ 
Feb. 1861, are sufficient to show that the know- 
ledge of Chuist in the North may be clearly 
traced up to the beginning of the ninth century. 
*' The Bishop of Ohio, Dr. Macilvaine, during 
his visit to England in 1859, was commissioned 
to seek information as to the status and doctrine 
of the National Church of Sweden, from the 
Swedish ambassador at the Court of S. James's. 
By the instrumentality of Count Platen, a list of 
questions was placed in the hands of the Rev. T* 
Carlson, Swedish chaplain in London, from the 
answers to which the following extracts are taken. 
*' From what source is the Episcopacy derived ? 
The Episcopacy of Sweden is almost coeval with 
the introduction of Christianity in the ninth to 
the twelfth centuries. Ansgar, born in France, 
in 801, was sent a Toissionary to Sweden, where 
he airrived in 829. He was afterwards made 
Archbishop of Hamburg, with jurisdiction over 
the whole of Scandinavia. He ordained and 
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sent to Sweden its first Bishop^ Gautbert or Si- 
mon, in 837. Ansgar died Feb. 4, 865, in Bre- 
cien, to which place he had been forced to transfer 
his See. 

'* During the following century, regular bishop- 
rics were erected in Sweden, at Upsal, Linkoping, 
Skara, Westeras, and Wexioe. The first Swedish 
Synod was held in 1152, at Linkoping, under 
the presidency of the English Cardinal, Nicholas 
of S. Alban's (afterwards Pope Hadrian IV.) 
At this synod, it was decided that a Swedish arch- 
bishopric should be erected at Upsal, which was 
done in 1164, when Stephen became Archbishop 
there. 

" After the synod at Skenninge, in 1248, when 
Church matters were adjusted in conformity with 
the usages then prevalent in the West, the Bishops 
were elected by chapters {collegia canonicorum) , 
the elections requiring to be sanctioned by the 
king and confirmed by the Pope. 

"At the Reformation, Gustavus Wasa pre- 
served the bishoprics as before. Thus the bi- 
shoprics in Sweden were only six, namely, Up- 
sal, Linkoping, Skara, Strengnas, Westeras, and 
Wexioe, until 1660, when the province of Scania 
having been ceded by Denmark, Lund was added 
to the number. Superintendents had been ap- 
pointed, after the Reformation, at Gothenburg, 
Calmar, Carlsbad, Hernoesand, and Wisby ; but 



6 Brief Account of the Introduction 

these also were eventually superseded by Bishops, 
at the three last-named places in 1772/' 

It should here be remarked, however, that ^^ the 
whole of the Swedish Episcopate of the last three 
centuries, asserts its descent from the Apostles, — 
not through S. Ansgar and his successor at Ham* 
burg and Bremen, nor through Singfrid or other 
of the English missionaries to the North, some 
of whom had been consecrated by Archbishops of 
Canterbury;^ but through Peter Manson, con- 
secrated Bishop of Westeraes, at Rome, in 1524." 

This is a synopsis of all that I have been able 
to gather, relative to the early history of the 
Scandinavian Churches. Had there been no 
doubt as to the last-mentioned fact, — the validity 
of Peter Hanson's consecration, — it would have 
been an easy matter to determine the point as 

1 '* Olave Tryggwason, King of Norway, received from 
England a Bishop named Sigurd or Sigfrid, who, together 
with his prince, became ofifensive to the Norwegians. The 
Bishop fled to Upsal, to the Swedish^king, also named Olave 
(Skot-Konung), who was baptized by him in the well of 
Husaby (stiU hallowed as S. Sigfrid?8 well), a.d. 1001." (See 
Dr. Masson*s Translation of Bishop Anjou's History of the 
Swedish Reformation, p. 632.) According to William of Malms- 
bury (De Antiquitate Glaston. Eccles. Ed. Heame), this Sig* 
frid seems to have been a monk of Glastonbury ; but he must 
not be confounded with the second Sigfrid, also an English' 
man, who left his archdeaconry of York in 1020, and became 
first Bishop of Wezioe. (See Colonial Church Chronicle for 
March, 1861, p. 106.) 
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to the practicability of restored intercommunion 
between the Swedish branch of the Scandinavian 
Church and the British Churches. This however 
is not the case. But it seems clear enough that^ 
in the early days of the Scandinavian Churches, 
they stood closely related to the Churches of 
France^ of Rome^ of England^ and probably at a 
still earlier date^ to the Church of Byzantium ; 
whilst with reference to Scotland^ '^ the Metro- 
politans of Hamburg or Bremen^ who, as we have 
seen, had jurisdiction over the whole of Scan- 
dinavia, claimed, for many years, Orkney and the 
neighbouring islands, as within their province.^^ 

I am, &c. 



LETTER II. 

Inquiry, by the Authors of "The Chubchman'b 
Manual," as to the bight of the Scandina- 
vian Chubches to a place ^ong the Chubches 
which continue in the doctbine and in the 

FELLOWSHIP OF THE ApoSTLES. 

Sir, 

The motions brought forward in the late 
Diocesan Synods of Moray and Aberdeen^ re- 
questing the Episcopal Synod to institute an 
inquiry into the present state of the Scandinavian 
Churchy with a view of ascertaining the practi- 
cability of intercommunion, ^' on purely catholic 
grounds, and in accordance with established Ca- 
tholic principles/^ between our own Church and 
the several national branches of that Church, have 
led to a good deal of remark — some asserting 
that, both in doctrine and polity, the Scandinavian 
Churches are so far removed from the Catholic 
standard, as to render all hopes of restored inter- 
communion vain and visionary) whilst others 
seem to think that, in those northern communities, 
there is really little about which the ^^ Catholic 
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Remainder'' in Scotland need entertain much 
doubt or scruple. Both these opinions are extreme. 
From existing documents^ I think it may be 
shown that^ on the one hand^ the restoration of 
intercommunion between the Churches in Sweden 
and Scotland is by no means beyond a feasible 
probability; whilst, on the other, much would 
require to be altered and supplemented in the 
Churches of Denmark and Norway before the 
Scottish Church could, without a palpable de- 
parture from Catholic doctrine and principle, 
consent to any proposal for actual intercommunion. 

The documents to which I have alluded are 
well enough known to those who have made 
ecclesiastical history their especial study, and 
therefore it may be thought needless or even im- 
pertinent to reproduce them ; yet, as there are many 
among us — if not of the clergy, at all events of 
the younger of the laity — to whom the informa- 
tion will be new, I think an epitome of what was 
said and written on the subject some thirty years 
ago may not at the present time be altogether 
out of place. 

From ^' A Collection of Papers connected with 
the Theological Movement of 1833,^' edited by 
the Hon. and Bev. A. P. Perceval, B.C.L., we 
learn that when '^ the body of the Irish clergy, 
in their loyal obedience to the British Crown, 
their faithful testimony to the truth, and their 
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patient endurance of murderous persecution, were 
requited by the ministers of the day, with that 
wanton act of sacrilege which produced an out- 
cry of shame from some, even of their bitterest 
enemies — I mean the destruction of the ten 
bishoprics'' — the "monstrous act had the eflfect 
of awakening some who, till then, had slumbered 
in the secure and easy confidence that the Church 
had nothing to fear from the State, into whatever 
hands the management of the latter might fall ; 
and it set those whose attention had long been 
painfully alive to the difficulties and dangers of 
the time upon considering whether some com- 
bined e£fort might not, or could not, be made, 
with the hope, if possible, even at that late hour, 
to arrest that fatal measure, or, at any rate, to 
o£fer resistance to further outrage to the Church 
on either side of the Channel." " With this 
view, three of the parties alluded to," including 
Mr. Perceval, met at the house of the Rev. H. J. 
Rose, then Rector of Hadleigh, in Suffolk, " to 
talk over matters, and consider what could be 
done." 

Of this meeting we have this record. "It 
being very clear that the support which such a 
measure as the Irish Church Bill had received in 
both Houses of Parliament, was to be attributed 
to ignorance or forgetfulness of the constitution 
and nature of the Church — ignorance or forget- 
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folness of its existence as a society distinct from 
the State — and ignorance or forgetfulness of the 
Divine commission and authority of government 
which its chief pastors had received^ we came to 
the conclusion that the first and most necessary 
step to be taken for the defence and preservation 
of the Church was to revive in men^s minds a 
practical recognition of the truth set forth in the 
preface to the Ordination Service*' in the Book of 
Common Prayer. 

On the breaking up of this meetings other 
friends at Oxford were consulted^ and^ says the 
record^ ^^ it was agreed we should at once make 
an united effort^ both by ourselves and as many 
as we could by private or public appeal induce to 
exert themselves in behalf of these two points— 
namely, first, the firm and practical maintenance 
of the doctrine of the Apostolical succession; 
and^ secondly^ the preservation in its integrity of 
the Christian doctrine in the Prayer Book/' 

But we are told, further, that " no inconside- 
rable portion of our time at the conference at 
Hadleigh was occupied in revising the tract, 
entitled "The Churchman's Manual,'" and that 
'^ the care bestowed upon the preparation of that 
tract probably exceeds that which any other theo- 
logical publication in the English communion 
has received for a very long time." 

In support of this assertion, it may be men* 
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tioned that the publication of the *' ManuaP' was 
commenced early in 1833^ and that when '^ ad- 
vanced far enough to be submitted to the revision 
of others/^ it was for this purpose first put into 
the hands of '^ the Rev. Hugh James Rose^ as emi- 
nent a theologian as any whom Cambridge con- 
tained '/' and next^ by his advice^ into the hands 
of *^ the Rev. Wm. Palmer^ author of the ^ Ori- 
gines Liturgicse/ and no less distinguished a theo- 
logian of the sister University of Oxford/^ '^ Much 
about the same time application was made to the 
Rev. W. F. Hook^ then Rector of Trinity, Coven- 
try, whose first letter on the subject contained 
some useful suggestions/^ 

" Having thus secured the assistance and co- 
operation of men who might be regarded as 
adequate representatives of the best theology in 
England, the next step was to obtain assistance 
from Scotland. Accordingly, application upon 
the subject was made to the venerable Bishop of 
Edinburgh, Dr. Walker, who," we are informed, 
'^ received it with the greatest possible kindness, 
and evinced, by his letter, the deep interest which 
he took in the undertaking." " I am exceedingly 
interested," writes the Bishop, '^ in the informa- 
tion which you have kindly conveyed to me, 
respecting your proposed ^ Supplementary Cate- 
chism,^ and I most earnestly pray you God speed 
in the name of the Lord. The constitution of 
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the Church is of mueh more importance than 
men in general are disposed to acknowledge. 
The Church of the living 6od is the pillar and 
ground of the truth, and that which, for such a 
purpose, has been established, will doubtless be 
preserved. It were easy to show, by a reference 
to incontrovertible facts, how much the very 
outward form and constitution of the Church 
has, by Ood^s blessing, contributed to the pre- 
servation of essential truth. The rejection of that 
form and constitution has always been the prelude 
to some dangerous heresy. The Churches which 
have preserved that form and constitution have, 
at the same time, generally preserved all the 
essential truths of the Gospel, even when they 

have mixed it up with numerous errors 

How extensively the various classes of anti-Epis- 
copal Dissenters at home have been subjected to 
dangerous errors in their faith, and how liable 
they are to change with every blast that blows, I 
need not remind you. A hundred and twenty 
years have passed over our own humble society, 
in which we have suffered the deepest depression ; 
exposed on every hand to ridicule, malevolence, 
persecution, contempt, and neglect ; but our faith, 
and our practice, and our hopes in our Divine 
Head, remain the same at this hour as they did 
when our predecessors were in the plenitude of 
their power, and as they did at every interval 
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from that time to the present. Our brethren in 
England^ men of illustrious names and distin- 
guished virtue^ with a spirit becoming their 
sacred office, and adding lustre to their temporal 
dignity, acknowledged this when we were in our 
lowest state, and they acknowledge it still with 
unceasing kindness, when we are allowed to 
breathe the air of toleration.^^ 

On application for advice, in regard to the 
^' Manual,^^ being made to the venerable Primus 
of our Church, Dr. Gleig, Bishop of Brechin, he, 
in his answer to Mr. Perceval, says, "Such a 
Catechism, judiciously framed on primitive prin- 
ciples, would be a very valuable work, but, in the 
present temper, we cannot look for such a work, 
published by authority/' A copy of the proposed 
" Supplementary Catechism,^^ as it was then de- 
signated, was then forwarded to Dr. Gleig, who, 
in his reply, said, " I have read with great atten- 
tion, and with entire approbation of its principle, 
your intended * Supplementary Catechism / but 
I have my doubts of the propriety of publishing 
it in its present form.^^ The Primus then added 
some "judicious suggestions ^'^ and it was in 
deference to his opinion that the title was changed. 

Letters on the same subject were addressed, 
and copies of the " Manual ^^ sent to " the vene- 
rable Bishop of Ross and Argyle,'^ and to ^^ that 
saint-like and apostolic man, Bishop Jolly, the 
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revered Prelate of Moray/* In his reply, Bishop 
Low thus expressed himself: — "Your Catechism 
may be of incalculable advantage, not to the 
ill-inclined, for they wonH read it, but to the ill- 
informed ; more especially to those who are mem- 
bers of the Church without knowing why. Pray- 
ing God to prosper your pious undertaking, I 
remain,'* &c. And again, " I have sent a copy 
to each of my Gaelic presbyters, requesting their 
opinion whether, if translated into their vernacular 
language, it would not do much good in Ross 
and Argyle/* Of Bishop Jolly's opinion of the 
Manual, we have the following record : — " The 
subject of it, and the sentiments it imparts, meet 
the best and warmest wishes of my heart. Glo- 
rious is the truly Christian and Catholic design 
and desire which it holds out ; and which must 
attract and engage the heart and good-will of 
every true member of Christ, that daily prays 
' for the good estate of the Catholic Church, and 
all who profess,* &c. Your truly Catholic Cate- 
chism is in perfect accordance with our united 
supplications, adding to the wish of the heart the 
work of the hand. I have read it once and again ; 
and think, according to my weak and darkening 
judgment, every word of it just and proper, how- 
ever much displeasing some of its expressions 
may be to those who stand most in need of its 
warning admonitions.** 
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Dr. Bussell^ then Dean of Edinburgh^ was 
consulted on the subject^ and gave the kindest 
encouragement to the proposal. 

Thus the voice of the Scottish Church was so 
completely in unison with that which had been 
raised in England^ that Mr. Perceval could sum 
up this portion of his narrative in these glowing 
terms : — ^^ The clear^ calm note of Christian con- 
fidence and hope which sounded from the Bishops 
of the Scottish Church — from none more so than 
from the present Primus of that Churchy the 
Bight Rev. William Skinner, Bishop of Aberdeen 
— ^was like a voice from heaven, and we thanked 
God, and took courage.^' 

Now, when we add to this list the names of 
the Bight Bev. the Bishop of North Carolina, 
and those of ''Sir James Allan Parke and the 
venerable Joshua Watson, Esq. ; among the clergy, 
the Bev. Thomas Sikes ; the Bev. E* Churton ; 
the Bev. H. H. Norris; the Master of Tri-* 
nity College, Cambridge; Dr. Wordsworth; and 
Dr. Bouth, President of Magdalene College, 
Oxford ;^^ and take into account the fact that, 
before its publication, the Manual was submitted 
to all these for remark and revisal, and also that 
it was laid before the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who, although he declined to give his official 
sanction, yet expressed no objection to it, we 
may see that, in Mr. Perceval^s language, ''no 
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step was left untaken which a due regard to 
ecclesiastical principles and order might seem to 
require/' 

But here it will probably^ and not unreason- 
ably^ be asked^ What has all this long history of 
a Manual published thirty years ago to do with 
the state of the Scandinavian Churches^ about 
which I proposed to write ? The answer to the 
twentieth question in the Manual will sufficiently 
explain this. It is this : — " Q. What branches of 
the Church continue both in the doctrine and in the 
fellowship ** of the Apostles ? " A. Those called 
Protestant Episcopal^ in England^ Ireland^ Scot- 
landy Sweden^ in the United States, in British 
North America, in the East and West Indies." 

Now, it was not without a great deal of inves- 
tigation and discussion among the compilers and 
revisers of the Manual, that the list of Churches 
here specified was agreed upon; and it seemed 
necessary to show how far the Scottish Bishops 
were responsible for the work, and also to make 
clear as far as possible the strictly Catholic prm- 
eiples, both as regards doctrine and ecclesiastical 
polity, by which they were guided. The admission 
of the Swedish Church into the number was, as we 
shall see, a point about which the utmost care 
was taken, and in the determination of which 
more than one of the Scottish Bishops took a 
leading and active part ; whilst the exclusion of 

c 
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the Danish and Norwegian Churches was the 
result of a laborious and impartial investigation. 

You will thus, I hope^ admit the reasonableness 
of bringing prominently forward both the cir- 
cumstances which led to such a decision^ and the 
divines and others of competent learning who 
were responsible for it. It is a decision which 
must have weight in the Church in all time com- 
ing ; and therefore everything connected with it — 
the circumstances^ the evidence, the arbiters — 
should be kept in view in all discussions on the 
subject of intercommunion. 

As the present letter has already extended to 
so great length, I shall reserve for my next 
letter an account of the recorded opinions of 
two of the Scottish Bishops on the special claims 
of the Scandinavian Churches ; some remarks of 
the venerable and learned Dr. Routh on the same 
subject ; and other documents of importance and 
authority; which will enable your readers to 
judge of the reasons which induced the learned 
compilers of the Manual, and those with whom 
they consulted, to include in their list the Church 
of Sweden, and to exclude those of Denmark and 
Norway. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER III. 

evidekcb fob and against the claims of the 
Scandinavian Chitbches to an unbeoken Apos- 
tolical Succession. 

Sib, 

Having directed your notice to the circum- 
stances which, in 1833, brought into existence 
The Churchman's Manual, the number of learned 
men to whose judgment the tract was submitted, 
the extreme criticism to which it was subjected, 
the part which the Scottish Bishops had in its 
sanction, and the result as to the claims of the 
Scandinavian Churches to be ranked among ''the 
branches of the Church which continue both in 
the doctrine and the fellowship of the Apostles,'^ 
— I proceed to mention the part which some of 
the most eminent of our Divines, both in England 
and in Scotland, took in the business, and to 
state the evidence on which their decisions were 
founded. 

The first thing we meet with is the calling in 
question, by Dr. Routh, of the correctness of the 
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statement contained in the Manual, as to the 
, validity of the Swedish Episcopate. On this 
coming to Mr. PercevaPs ear, he wrote to the 
venerable President, requesting him to state the 
grounds of his doubt upon the subject. The 
following are extracts from Dr. Routh^s reply : — 
"My doubt of the regularity of the Swedish 
Ecclesiastical Succession was founded chiefly, I 
believe, on the existence of the Lutheran opinion 
in favour of the competence of a Presbyter to or- 
dain, which I have since seen was entertained by 
the first Protestant Archbishop of Upsal, and on 
the well-attested fact that the learned Prussian, 
J. E, Grabe, instead of having recourse to the 
neighbouring country of Sweden, came to Eng- 
land, on account of the existence of an Episcopal 
Succession in this country : I will add also, on 
the overture made by the Prussian Court, in the 
reign of our Queen Anne, to procure that succes- 
sion through the medium of our Bishops. But on 
a reconsideration of all the circumstances attending 
the progress of the Keformation in Sweden, of 
what I know to be asserted at this time in that 
country, and of what, you say, is the opinion of the 
Archbishop and of the Bishop of Boss, it appears 
to me at least probable that the consecration of 
Bishops by the hands of Bishops was attended to 
by the Swedes even at the beginning of the Refor- 
mation. Neither am I staggered in this opinion 
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by the difficulty which exists in ascertaining the 
consecration of particular persons from Swedish 
documents^ for such difficulties would probably 
be found in many other countries. Kead what is 
adduced by a Swedish writer, by Fant himself, 
in his 'Prolusio de Successione Canonica et 
Consecratione Episcoporum Sueccise:^ — ' Hsec vero 
successio (that is from Laurentius Petri Nericius, 
the first Protestant Archbishop of Upsal, who, as 
he relates, was duly consecrated in 1528, by Peter 
Magni, a well-known Bishop,) si extra monumen- 
torum fidem aliquid adferre nolimus, in Lauren - 
tio Nericio sabstitit. Ejus gener et successor 
Laurentius Petri Gothus, antea professor fuerat et 
rector academise Upsalensis, adeoque in nullo modo 
inauguratus Episcopus. Consecratio ejus magna 
pompa et prsesentibus quatuor legatis regiis, Com. 
Petro Brahe, &c., &c., mense Junio Upsali peracta 
per duos Episcopos, Wexionensem Nicolaum 
Canuti, atque Aboensem M. Paulin Justen, ilium 
ab Episcopo Strengnesensi Bothvido Sunonis, an. 
1545, ordinatum sacerdotem, hunc an. 1554, ab 
eodem inauguratum Episcopum loquuntur annales, 
a quo autem consecratus fuerat Bothvidus prorsus 
silet/ Here the consecration of the second Arch- 
bishop of Upsal appears to depend, in case you 
require the evidence of historical records, on that 
of Bothvidus Suno, whose own consecration is 
nowhere mentioned. In addition to this citation 
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from Fant^ I will trouble you with another from a 
Tract previously published in Sweden by Benze- 
liuS| on the same subject ; but I will first notice 
an observation by our friend, Mr. Palmer, that a 
distinction is made by Fant between a Priest and 
a Bishop, as if they were different orders. ' No- 
men ipsum Episcopi,' writes Benzelius, ' retinere 
sivit Carolus IX. R. Sueccise reformatione con- 
firmata, quod honorificum esset, et inde ab Apos- 
tolorum setate usurparetur. Tractu vero temporis, 
plures in Sueccia constituti sunt Ecclesiarum an- 
tistites, qui licet secundam manuum impositionem 
non habeant, eadem tamen cum Episcopis intra 
suas Dioeceses Ecclesiasticas gaudent jurisdictione, 
nomine autem veniunt Superintendentes, et hoc 
judicium est Ecclesise.^ Now, in case these Su* 
perintendents assume the powers of governing 
and ordaining Presbyters — for I will not suppose 
they exercise that of consecrating Bishops — I do 
not perceive how those parts of Sweden can be 
said to be episcopally governed With re- 
spect to Denmark, your communication of the 
Danish view of the constitution of their own 
Church is confirmatory of the real fact, that they 
derive their ordination from Bugenhagen, a Lu- 
theran Presbyter of Germany/' 

The opinion and doubt entertained by Dr. 
Routh in 1834 seem to be shared by the Rev. 
Henry Newlaud, Vicar of Westboume, twenty 
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years later. In his book^ entitled " Forest Scenes 
in Norway and Sweden/' (London: Routledge 
and Co., 1854,) we find these remarks : — " The 
Swedish Church, as distinguished from the Danish 
and Norwegian, has far more pretensions to church- 
manship than either of these, though it may have 
lost more of the externals and ceremonial. Its 
Apostolic Succession has been doubted, and cer- 
tainly the question is not entirely clear. At the 
time of the Reformation, Matthias, Bishop of 
Strengnas, and Vincent, Bishop of Skara, had 
been beheaded by Christiern, and on the other 
side, Canute, the Archbishop, and Peter, Bishop 
of Westeras, had been beheaded by his rival, 
Gustavus, — so that, at the final Diet of Westeras, 
at which the Reformation was determifaed upon, 
Sweden could muster but four Bishops, of whom 
it is said that Bishop Brask only had been duly 
consecrated. Two others, Haraldsen and Som- 
mar, were only Bishops Elect. The results of that 
Diet caused Brask to go into voluntary exile ; and 
as all communion with Rome was thereby broken 
off, the question of the succession hinges on the 
fact, that Gustavus had previously sent the fourth 
Bishop, Magnussen, elect of Skara, to be conse- 
crated at Rome. This fact, which is distinctly 
affirmed by Gezer, has been questioned, though 
on no very good grounds.^' 

To return to Dr. Routh's letter : Mr. Perceval 
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says, '^The communication concerDing DeDmark, 
alluded to in its close, was the following, with which 
I was furnished hy the kindness of the venerable 
Bishop of Koss and Argyle, in the following let- 
ter, which he has kindly allowed me to print : — 
' I now hasten to correct a mistake in my first 
Charge respecting the Episcopacy of Denmark, 
which is much more than doubtful, as a long and 
interesting extract of a letter to me from my 
respected friend and Right Rev. brother. Bishop 
Luscombe, will abundantly show. Bishop Lus- 
combe writes to me as follows : — * The uncertainty 
of the Episcopal Succession in Denmark, which 
exists in England, induced me to make inquiries 
through a Dane, resident in Paris, who has fa- 
voured me with extracts from a History of the 
Reformation in Denmark, by Miinter. All doubt 
is therein removed by a statement, that after the 
appearance of a work by Bugenhagen, a disciple 
of Luther, the attention of the nation was directed 
towards the formation of a Church on the princi- 
ples of Protestantism. The King in the place of 
Bishops, Archdeacons and Deans nominated Su- 
perintendents, and, for the purpose of their conse- 
cration, they applied to Bugenhagen, who was 
himself a Superintendent at Wittemburg. On 
the 12th of August, 1537, Bugenhagen crowned 
the King and Queen ; and on the 2nd of Sept., 
the same year, he consecrated the new Evangelical 
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Saperintendents. It appears that some of the 
Bishops were retained in their sees^ but no new 
consecration by Bishops is to h^ found,* '* Bishop 
Luscombe goes on to say, " My informant adds : 
We read in a book, quoted by D. Miinter, the 
following passage, 'As the Roman Catholics 
were angry in consequence of ordination by Evan- 
gelical priests, one can easily imagine that they 
regarded the consecration of a Bishop as a profa- 
nation, .because it was performed by one who was 
not himself a Bishop. But the Danish Church, 
which • • • • baa always maintained that, from 
the beginning of Christianity, the office and ordi- 
nation of Bishops and Presbyters has been com- 
pletely the same, does not envy the soi-disant 
superiority of the English and Swedish Churches, 
founded on the boast that their Bishops have re- 
ceived their succession from Matthew Parker and 
Laurence Peters/ '^ 

Bishop Low, in writing to Mr. Perceval, under 
date March 10, 1834, gives some additional in- 
formation respecting the Churches of Norway 
and Sweden. He had written on the subject, to 
a friend in Stockholm, and also to Dr. Walker, 
Bishop of Edinburgh, and from the reply of the 
former he transcribed the following short notice : 
— " The Church in Norway has five Bishops, has 
ike same institution as that in Denmark, and is 
thus Episcopal only in form, and not truly Epis- 
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copal as that in Sweden ;" while from that of 
the Bishop of Edinburgh, we make the follow- 
ing extracts: — "Of the Church of Sweden I 
know nothing particularly. In doctrine she is 
Lutheran, and, of course, maintains consubstan- 
tiation. Their Liturgy I understand is sound and 
good. They retain the ancient Episcopal dress, 
the red silk or satin chimere instead of the black, 
as in the Church of England. The Church of 
Norway and Denmark is similar in all respects, 
though unfortunately deficient in that most im- 
portant point — the Episcopal Succession 

An application was made to me last week for a 
certificate of baptism for a young lady bom and 
baptised here by one of our clergy, without which 
in Denmark, where she is, she cannot be con- 
firmed, and without being confirmed, she cannot 
be married." 

Mr. Perceval having been put on the alert by 
the doubt which Dr. Routh seemed to entertain, 
set about making further inquiries. He wrote to 
the Rev. John Wood Warter, Vicar of Tarring, 
at that time lately returned from a residence of 
some years in Denmark, as Chaplain to the British 
Embassy there, and from him he received several 
communications of great value, from which the 
following are excerpts: — "With respect to the 
Swedish Apostolic Succession, I believe you have 
rightly set it down as unbroken I believe 
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that all the Swedish Bishops derive their succes- 
sion throagh one and the same source; and 
should this be broken^ I know not how the pre-* 
sent prelates could make good their line. I was 
not aware that the Danes laid no claim to Epis- 
copal Succession. My opinion was that they 
held to it, and I think it would have surprised 
the good Bishop Miiller, whom I knew so well, 
had he heard one cast a doubt on his descent/^ 

In a second communication, Warter says: — 
"With respect to Denmark, they have not, 
neither do they claim, an unbroken Apostolical 
descent for their Bishops. This I was not fully 
prepared to state when I wrote last, and I cannot 
help thinking that many a Dane in the present 
day would be surprised to read that paragraph in 
Bishop Miinter^s ' Danske Reformations-historic,^ 
which was forwarded to you from Paris. It is 
quite correct, however, and the passage is to be 
found in Vol. ii. p. 363 of the Danish copy." 

There then can be no doubt but that the 
Church in Denmark, and along with it the 
Church in Norway, are in much the same state 
as that in which the Church in Scotland was 
during the period of the Tulcban Bishops, and 
consequently that means must be devised for sup- 
plying the defect before they can be admitted into 
intercommunion with any integral branch of the 
Church Catholic. Were further evidence of this 
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needed^ it may be found in what Mr. Newland, 
in his work already quoted, says on the subject : 
*— "The Church of Norway/^ writes he, "if 
Church it can be called, is in a very anomalous 
state. Intensely Erastian, it is dominated over 
by the Storthing, and swayed by the political 
feelings of the country. These, which are called 

Norwegian and patriotic, are really Danish 

The original Reformation in Denmark, which in- 
volved that of Norway also, was exclusively a 
political movement, that of Sweden was political 
also, but grander interests were connected with 
it. Sweden was a country shaking oflf a foreign 
yoke, and the Reformation succeeded because the 
Reformers were patriots also. If reformation in 
religion is to be mixed with earthly motives at all, 
it could not have had a grander alliance ; but the 
Reformation of Norway was a mere change of 
politics. It was forced on by the Court against 
the will of both clergy and people — the King at 
the time being nearly despotic. It was not re- 
sisted: there was but little religion — Romanist 
or anything else — in the country for the people 
to feel any sort of excitement in the matter. 
After the fall of Christiern, a new religion was 
thought to be the most effectual mode of depress- 
ing the remains of his party. A certain German, 
of the name of Buggenhausen, was constituted 
the leading reformer ; and, in fact, the Church of 
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Denmark was not reformed^ but destroyed, and 
Latheranism imported in its place, and forced 
upon the country by an arbitrary sovereign. The 
consequences were precisely similar to those which 
followed upon many of the Reformations in Ger- 
many. The Church remained in form, but the 
vital energy had gone from it/^ 

Having thus investigated the point as far as 
regards Denmark and Norway, it remains that 
I should state distinctly on what grounds the 
claims of Sweden to an unbroken Apostolical 
Succession are said to be established. 

The validity of the Swedish orders depends 
chiefly on the regular consecration of Dr. Peter 
Manson (Petrus Magnus). The following ex- 
tracts from the " Suedo-Gothic Bishops^ Chronicle, 
of Andreas dai Ehyzelius, D.D., Bishop of Lin- 
koping,^^ (Link oping, 1752,) are sufficiently de- 
finite and satisfactory on this point : — " Dr. Petrus 
Magni, the last Bishop of Westeras, of the Ro- 
mish communion, was born of honourable lineage, 
at Rybro, Westmania. His father. Mans John- 
son, Captain of the Castle of Westeras, was cru- 
cified by the tyrannical command of King Chris- 
tiem. The son, Petrus, had studied long, first at 
home in his own country, and then abroad in 
Germany, France, and Italy, whereby he made 
himself worthy to become a Doctor ; but he had 
previously, on June 6, 1499, beep ordained, at 
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Wadstena^ Monk and Bector of the School^ as 
also Chaplain to the Bishop of Linkdping^ Henrici 
Tiddemann, for the year 1504. He was sent from 
the above cloister to Borne on important affairs^ 
and was in the meantime^ advanced to the situa- 
tion of Procurator, or Manager of the House of 
Sancta Brigita, at Bome, in which all pilgrims 
from the kingdom of Sweden and Gothland were 

lodged and maintained From this time 

Dr. Petrus Magni continued in Bome, possessed 
considerable acquaintance and favour at the Court 
of the Pope, and inasmuch as he was a learned 
man, knowing many languages, he served the 
Pope as a chancellor or notary. Wherefore it 
was not difficult for him to become a Bishop, 
which took place thus, — On the Sunday that 
Peter Sunanvader was by the Chapter deposed, 
the King asked the members whom they knew of 
and desired to have in the stead of the deposed ; 
when the King named this Dr. Petrus Magni, 
who was then in Bome. The Pope was therefore 
written to on the subject. As soon as the letter 
arrived, the choice was confirmed by tne Pope, 
and the elected, by the Pope^s command there in 
Bome, ordained Bishop by a Cardinal. ... It is 
certainly said, and very credible, that the cautious 
King Gustaf, who had already in his thoughts 
the reformation of religion, did, for this cause, 
desire to have the Bishop ordained in Bome, that 
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he might have a canonically consecrated Bishop 
in the kingdom who could ordain others; and 
that the Papistical should not, after our Church 
had separated from them, be able to charge us 
with not having Successionem Apostolicam, or not 
being Canonical, or not having properly ordained 
Priests. That the King had this in his mind 
may be inferred, and the inference is strengthened 
by what afterwards took place, for the King 
caused this Bishop, Peter Manson, who had been 
consecrated at Rome, not only on the 5th of 
January, 1525, to ordain and consecrate three 
Bishops, viz., M. Magnum Haralde to Skara, 
M. Magnum Sommar to Stragnas, and M. Mar- 
tinum Skytte to Abo, but also in the year 1531, 
the Sunday before Pestum Michaelis, in the Grey 
Friars' Cloister at Stockholm, M. Laurentium 
Petri Nericium as Archbishop, to which office he 
had just before been regularly elected/' 

But the fullest and, perhaps, the most satisfac- 
tory information respecting the Swedish Church 
is to be found in '' A Letter on the Apostolical 
Succession in the Church of Sweden, and the 
Constitution of the said Church,'' by the Rev. 
6. W. Carlson, Chaplain to the Swedish Embassy, 
at the British Court. It is addressed to Mr. 
Perceval, and dated "London, Dec, 28, 1842." 
It is a very lengthy document, and, therefore, I 
must be content with a few brief extracts from 
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it, • Mr. Carlson says, " My first observation shall 
be about the legitimacy of the Apostolical Suc- 
cession in Sweden. . . . Upon the authority of 
Professor Fant, the venerable president, Dr. South 
has questioned whether the episcopal succession 
ceased with the first Archbishop of Sweden or 
not, as the consecration of the second Archbishop 
should depend upon that of Bishop Bothvidus 
Sunonis, whose own consecration is nowhere men- 
tioned. The only authority I have in my posses- 
sion, for the present, is Episcopascopia Svio- 
gothica, by the well-known and learned Bishop, 
Dr. Bhyzelius ; and it is true that the consecra- 
tion of Bishop Bothvidus is not mentioned there, 
but this omission is of no consequence, so far as 
there are very few Bishops whose consecration is 
mentioned by Dr. Bhyzelius. I have no doubt 
that I might be able to ascertain whether the con- 
secration of Bothvidus has really taken place, if 
I had access to the archives of Sweden, where the 
fact certainly can be traced. However, the pro- 
bability of the case is so strong, that it almost 
approaches to a certainty ; for it is by no means 
likely that Gustavus Wasa should have allowed 
the least omission in this matter, as he was very 
anxious to keep up the episcopal succession in 
Sweden, which is to be seen from that single fact, 
that he proposed to the chapter of Westeras to 
elect Dr. Fetrus Magni as Bishop of that diocese.'^ 
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Mr. Carlson then adverts to the conseeration of 
Manson himself si Bome^ and to his having con- 
secratedj after his return to Sweden^ the several 
Bishops^ and the Archbishop, M. Laurentius Petri 
Nericium, ahready named. He then goes on: 
^ Now Bishop Bothvidas Sanonis was appointed 
by Gustavus, in the year 1536, to the See of 
Strengnas ; and, I repeat, it is really not likely 
that the king should, after having shown such a 
strong disposition for keeping up the Apostolical 
Suceession in Sweden, have omitted to cause 
Bothvidus to be conseerated by the Archbishop, 
who was, as is stated above, in the year 1531, 
duly consecrated by Dr. Petrus Magni. As to 
the consecration of the second Archbishop, I can 
prove, from Dr. Bhyzelii ^ Episcopascopia,^ that 
M. Paulus Justen was, in the year 1540, ordained 
by Bishop Martinus Skytte, who was consecrated 
in 1528, by Petrus Magni, as is already men- 
tioned.'^ 

Mr. Carlson goes on to say : " As regards the 
other doubt of Dr. Bouth, that Sweden was not 
episcopally governed, because of there being su- 
perintendents with episcopal authority: I think 
this doubt will be easily removed by the simple 
fact that, for the present, no superintendent is to 
be found in Sweden. In former times the bishop^ 
rics in Sweden were few, and the territories of the 
same of course very large It was, therefore, 
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necessary to have these bishoprics divided^ in 
order to get the ecclesiastical affairs well managed, 
and the spiritual welfare of the people taken 
care of. However, there being no funds for the 
appointment of new Bishops, this provisional 
course was adopted — ^To charge the rector of the 
best living in that part of the diocese which was 
to be separated with the inspection of the parishes 
in the surioanding territory, and this man was 
called a superintendent. Although it is occa- 
sionally mentioned that these superintendents or- 
dained priests, yet thek authority was very differ- 
ent from that of Bishops ; and I have never heard 
that they had any right to consecrate Bishops, or 
that this ceremony was ever performed by a su- 
perintendent. However, be this as it may, the 
following statement will certainly be sufficient to 
remove all doubt as to the episcopal succession in 
Sweden as regards the office of the said superin- 
tendents, namely: — That this office was merely 
provisicmal ; that the Bishops of the old dioceses 
remained in the same state as before ; that suffi- 
cient funds having been raised, the superintend- 
ents were immediately replaced by duly ^conse- 
crated Bishops; and that, at the present time, 
Sweden is, in spiritual concerns, governed by one 
Archbishop and eleven Bishops — the name and 
office of superintendent being totally abolished.'^ 
Having now shown the grounds on which the 
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claims of the Church in Sweden to a valid Epis- 
copacy are established^ I should proceed to say 
something of the Form of Ordaining or Conse- 
crating Bishops in that Churchy of the Ordinary 
and Eucharistic Litui^ies in use in the Scandi- 
navian Churches^ and of the full recognition of 
the Swedish orders by the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in America, but my present letter has 
already exceeded all reasonable bounds^ and there- 
fore I must reserve what I have discovered on 
these points till next month. 

I am^ &c. 



Soon after the appearance of this letter^ in the 
'* Scottish Ecclesiastical Journal/' I had the 
honour of receiving the following valuable com- 
munication from His Excellency George J. R. 
Gordon. As it refers to some of the points un- 
der discussion, and contains information not else- 
where easily accessible, I shall here introduce it. 

Stuttgart, Jan. IB, 1864. 
Mt deae Mr. Pratt, 
The information collected by you, and com- 
municated in the first portion of your letter 
No. III., is all very interesting ; and I have but 
very little observation to make upon it. 

My chief purpose in writing to you is, to ad- 
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▼ert to the account yoa give^ and appear to adop%> 
at proving the Apostolical Succession of the 
Swedish Episcopate (?). 

''The validity of Swedish orders depends/' 
not chiefly^ as you state, but almost solely, ''on 
the regular consecration of Peter Monsson/' or 
Petrus Magni, or Peter Magnusson, as his name 
is differently written. I say almost^ because — as 
the Swedish Bishops and clergy have all been 
consecrated (?) and ordained (?) since the Eefor* 
mation, by forms which might possibly be valid 
to convey holy orders if administered by duly 
consecrated Bishops, and as, for the consecra- 
tion (?) of a Bishop, the presence of the Arch- 
bishop of the province is required by the ordinal 
— the due consecration of the second as well as 
of the first Protestant Archbishop of Upsala (who 
only was consecrated (?) by Peter Monsson), is of 
considerable importance in the argument. 

First, then, as to Peter Monsson. The account 
given by you from Khyzelius (not " dai Rhyze- 
lius^') of the circumstance of the life and conse- 
cration (?) of this prdate, is that which is gene- 
rally believed in Sweden ; but there appears to 
be no certainty attaching to that portion of it 
which avers Peter Monsson to have been conse- 
crated at Rome. That he was duly elected 
Bishop of Westeras, and that the election was 
confirmed by the Pope, appears to be certain. 
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Bat the specification at the consecrator's dignity^ 
as oommonly reported-^namely^ that of cardinal 
— ^proves^ I think, the doubtfal nature of the tale ; 
for I need not say that many cardinals are not in 
episcopal orders. The consecration is in fact 
qnite doubtfal; There is no record of it now 
aoeessible, and efforts which I made some ten 
or twelve years ago to procure positive informs-* 
tion on the point at Borne, proved fruitless. The 
fact is, howev^, andeniable that King Gustavus I. 
wished for Dr. Monsson's nomination, and pro- 
bably also for his consecration at Rome as Bishop 
of Westeras ; but it seems by no means impro- 
bable that, in the very doubtful relations of the 
Swedish ecclesiastical establishment to the Boman 
See at that period, the Pope should have abstained 
from proceeding immediately to the actual conse- 
cration of a prelate, upon whose future acts, as 
being the only duly appointed Bishop in Sweden 
at that juncture (a.d. 1526 — 31) it must have been 
foreseen so mnch would depend, although the 
Pope might naturally comply with the king's 
wishes in confirming Peter Monsson's election. 
For it must be borne in mind that, at the above 
period, all the Swedish Sees were, from one cause 
or another, vacant, except those of Upsala and 
Linkoping, the Bishops of which were very soon 
afterwards obliged to leave their Sees and the 
kingdom on account of their devotion to Rome. 
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Peter Monsson having arrived in Sweden 
under these circamBtances^ and having taken pos- 
session of his diocese^ is always styled^ in docu- 
ments of the period^ even in those of Roman 
origin^ Episcapus, and not Electus, proving him 
to have been duly confirmed^ but not necessarily 
to have been consecrated; and very soon after 
(a.d. 1628) he consecrated (?) by command of 
the king^ and as stated by you, Magnus Haralds- 
son to be Bishop of Skara ; Magnus Sommar to 
be Bishop of Strengnas ; and Martin Skytte to be 
Bishop of Abo — all of whom were probably duly 
elected to their several Sees; and further, a.d. 
1531, also by royal orders^ Laurence Petersson I. 
of Nerike, to be the first Protestant Archbishop 
of Upsala.. 

A very curious document, however, is extant, 
dated at Strengnas, the 10th of August, 1631, 
and signed by Magnus Sommar, consecrated (?) 
Bishop of Strengnas three years before by Peter 
Monsson, and by Peter Monsson himself, and 
duly witnessed, in which the two Bishops protest 
against the validity of all their episcopal acts, and 
especially against the consecrations (?) of Bishops 
effected by them, as having been done under the 
influence of fear and superior force, and as not 
having been accompanied by their intention, nor 
performed according to the rites and ceremonies 
of the Boman Church : and this protest is ex- 
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tended to all future acts of the same nature^ 
which they might be in like manner forced to 
perform. Now it seems very difficult to recon- 
cile the discrepancies apparent in this protest. 
For^ if the episcopal acts of Peter Monsson were 
invalid (admitting that he himself had been duly 
consecrated at Rome)^ as no exception is made in 
the protest, how could it be that he admitted 
Bishop Magnus Sommar^ whom he himself con- 
secrated^ to sign the document with himself^ as if 
this latter were also a regularly and lawfully conse- 
crated Bishop ? Again^ is the fact of Peter Mons- 
son's having signed this protest^ a proof that 
he considered his own consecration at least valid ? 
But Magnus Sommar also signed it. Or^ lastly^ 
does not the solution of these difficulties rather 
lie in the fact^ that both these prelates were con- 
scious of not having received valid consecration, 
but, being both compelled to act as if they had, 
they imagined that they would thus be able to 
make amends for their weakness in fearing to re- 
sist the orders of their tyrannical sovereign ? This 
appears to me to be the only method of explain- 
ing this step taken by Magnus Sommar and Peter 
Monsson ; and it is to be observed that the former 
is named and signs first, which would never, I 
presume, have occurred if the latter had really 
been his consecrator as Bishop. It is likewise 
worthy of remark, that this protest was signed 
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only a few weeks before the consecration (?) of 
liaurence Fetersson I. as first Lutheran Arch- 
bishop of Upsala^ by one^ if not by both, of these 
two prelates ; and it may well be imagined that 
they drew it tip in the knowledge that they were 
to be called upon so to officiate, and thus to pro- 
test beforehand against the validity of this ap- 
proachmg act, which, if canonical and real, would 
have been of so much importance in estabUshing 
the Apostolical Succession of the Lutheran clergy. 
To sum up the tendency of the above facts and 
consideration^ respecting the claim put forward 
for the Apostolical Succession of the Swedish 
clergy, as derived from Peter Monsson, Bishop 
of Westeras, it seems to me that this claim must 
be regarded ^ in the highest degree doubtful, if 
not altogether groundless. And if this be a cor<p 
rect appreciation of the case, it follows that Lau«> 
rence Fetersson I*, who was consecrated (7) Arch- 
bishop of Upsala by Feter Monsson (and by 
probably one or more of the prelates previously 
consecrated (?) by him) in 1681, had therefore, 
in all probability, no valid episcopal orders, and 
jcoxxli therefore convey none ; and yet, in conse- 
quence of the rule of the Swedish ordinal, by 
which every newly-appointed Bishop jnuAt be 
4X)nsecrated (?) by the Archbisbpp> the succession 
of most of the Swedish Episcopate must be de^ 
rivable solely j^om this Laurence Fetersson I. 
But it is further to be noted with regard to this 
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prelate^ that he was bitroded into the Archiepia- 
oopal see during tbe lifetime of John Monsson, 
the last Catholic Archbishop^ who was driven from 
Jiis see and country in 1626, but did not die till 
March 26, 1544. Laurence Fetersson's episco- 
pal acts, therefore, even had he been consecrated 
validly^ were certainly uncanonical; and what 
precedes shows that it is highly probable he never 
was validly consecrated Bishop at all, because his 
consecrators (?) were themselves destitute of Apos- 
tolical consecration. 

As to Botbvid Sunesson, on whose valid con»- 
secration Heir Carlson lays so much stress, and 
r^^arding which that gentleman expresses his 
certainty that be could ascertain whethcT it had 
taken place or not by consulting the archives in 
Stodcholm, I can only say, that not only Bhyze- 
lius, as Cited by yourself and Herr Carlson, but 
Oemhjelm, Spegel, Baazius, and Messenius — all 
Swedish Lutheran writers of the Church history 
of their country of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, as well as Theiner, a living German Ca- 
tholic writer of Church history — are equally si- 
lent as to Bothvid Sunesson's consecration. The 
fact is, Botbvid Sunesson was intruded by com- 
Biand of King Gustavus I. into the See of Streng- 
Bas during the lifetime of Magnus Sommar, who, 
we have seen, was duly elected and appointed, 
bat most probably ney^er validly consecrated Bi- 
shop of that diocesCj in 1528, and who did not 
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die till after 1543^ when he is known to have 
been alive. Magnus Sommar was deprived and 
imprisoned by the king in 1536^ and^ although 
set at liberty the following year^ he never again 
administered the diocese. May not the cause of 
this persecution have been the Bishop^s conscien- 
tious scruples as to his own position having become 
known to his sovereign, who naturally enough, 
with his views and policy as to Borne and the 
Swedish Church, objected to the ecclesiastical 
status of prelates appointed by him being called 
in question ? The king may be supposed at the 
same time to have been induced to show more 
indulgence to Bishop Sommar's co-protestor, 
Bishop Peter Monsson, from a desire to retain, 
as a Bishop of the Swedish establishment, the 
only prelate who undeniably deriVed from Rome 
at least the Papal confirmation. But however 
this may be, the fact is, Magnus Sommar (like- 
wise a Gustavian Bishop) being alive, although 
deprived, furnishes an evident reason why Both- 
vid Sunesson should not have been even Luther- 
anly consecrated — at least before his predecessor's 
death, the period of which is uncertain ; and this 
was so long delayed that, when it occurred, the 
spread of Lutheran ideas on the subject may well 
have prevented the empty ceremony being con- 
sidered as necessary. His possession and occu- 
pancy of the See— certainly for six years, and 
how long more is not known — without that form, 
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may well have been considered a su£Scient title 
by the king and Protestant Archbishop. 

This titular Bishop^ then^ Bothvid Sunesson of 
Strengnas^ consecrated, in 1654^ after Lutheran 
forms^ Michael Agricola Bishop of Abo, and Paul 
Justen Bishop of Wiborg, which latter prelate 
had been ordained (?) in 1540 Priest by Martin 
Skytte^ the previous Bishop of Abo (who was con- 
secrated (?) Lutheranly, as we have seen, by Peter 
MoDsson of Westeras), and did not, therefore, as 
seems probable, possess even valid priestly orders. 

I will mention, to conclude with Bothvid Sun- 
esson, that in 1566, he was himself deprived and 
imprisoned by his imperious sovereign for oppos- 
ing the king's marriage with his deceased wife's 
niece, and that he remained in disgrace till 1561, 
when Eric XIV. (Gustavus's son and successor) 
restored him to the See of Strengnas. 

Let us now proceed one step further, and con- 
sider the alleged Apostolical Succession of the 
second Lutheran Archbishop of Upsala, Laurence 
Fetersson II., surnamed Gothus, to distinguish 
him from his predecessor of the same name. This 
prelate was consecrated (?), as you state on Pant's 
authority, (in 1575), by the Bishop Paul Justen, 
then of Abo (to which See he had been translated 
in 1563 from Wiborg, where he had been conse- 
crated (?) Bishop, as we have seen, by Bothvid 
Sunesson in 1554), and by Nicolson Knutson, 
who had been ordained (?) priest by the same 
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Bothvid Sunesson in 1545 — havmg been ap* 
pointed Bishop by royal ''full powers'' in 1558^ 
and never having been consecrated even Luther- 
anly. Therefore, neither of the consecrators (?) 
of Laurence Fetersson II. Gotbus were apostoli- 
cally consecrated Bishops, nor even episcopally 
ordained priests. 

Such are the loose and insufficient foundations 
on which the claim to the possession by the 
Swedish Church of apostolical orders depends. 
The fact is, it must, I fear, be concluded by any 
one who examines closely and impartially this 
confused portion of ecclesiastical history, that, 
although perhaps barely possible, it can never be 
now an ascertained fact that the Swedish eccle* 
siastical establishment possesses an apostolical 
clergy ; and this is the result which might be 
anticipated, from its having from the first at- 
tached, and still continuing to attach, no import- 
ance to the possession of this blessing. 

The practical deduction to be drawn from this 
state of things is, in my opinion, that, in order 
to bring about a union between the Swedish and 
British Churches, the first step necessary is, that 
the Swedish Episcopate should receive apostolical 
consecration. 

Yours very sincerely, 

6. J. R. Gordon. 



LETTER IV. 

The Natubb and Efficiency of the Offices foe 
the conseceation of bishops its the scandi- 

SATLLS GhUSCHES UTVESTIGATED. 

Sib, 

Before proceeding to investigate the nature 
and efficiency of the offices for the consecration of 
Bifthops in the Scandinavian Churches, I shall 
give what may be termed an appendix to my last 
letter. Since that letter was written, I have been 
favoured with additional facts concerning the Scan- 
dinavian Churches, particularly that of Sweden, 
by his Excellency George J. R. Gordon, younger, 
of Ellon, H. M. Minister Plenipotentiary at the 
Court of Wiirtemberg, and formerly filling for 
many years a high diplomatic post at Stockholm. 
In this communication, his Excellency throws no 
small additional light on the ground for the doubt 
as to the validity of even the Swedish succession, 
which apparently haunted the minds of Dr. Routh 
and Mr. Newland. " As to the Swedish orders,^' 
writes Mr. Gordon, " I believe I know as much 
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as can now be discovered about them, having 
studied the matter^ particularly when in Sweden. 
. . . There is^ I believe, no doubt of his (Peter 
Monsson's) having had his election confirmed ; 
but no record exists of the more important act 
of his consecration. Certain it is, however, that 
he came back at once to Sweden as Bishop of 
Westeras, and is so styled in various extant docu- 
ments, instead of merely electus, and that he filled 
the o£Sce of Bishop of Westeras till his death. 
The king, on his arrival in 1528, caused him to 
consecrate Bishops for the vacant Sees of Streng- 
nas, Abo, and Skara, and, three years afterwards 
(1531), the first Protestant Archbishop of Upsal 
— the Catholic Bishop of that See being still 
living, as well as the Bishops of the two other 
vacant Sees. From these prelates the present 
Swedish hierarchy has regularly descended, every 
Bishop having been consecrated — probably duly 
as to form — by several Bishops, and amongst 
whom, almost always, the Archbishop was one; 
and every priest ordained — also probably duly as 
to form — ^by his own diocesan. The sole ques- 
tion is — admitting the validity of episcopal con- 
secration at the hands of one Bishop — 'Was 
Peter Monsson ever duly consecrated a Bishop V 
The question is now, I believe, impossible to 
solve positively, except, perhaps, by such an ex- 
amination of the records at the Vatican as will 
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never^ it is to be feared^ be permitted for such a 
purpose. Peter Monsson himself, in various ex- 
tant documents^ signs himself as Bishop of Wes- 
teras ; but he might have done so^ even if never 
actually consecrated ; and it is certain that both 
he and Magnus Sommar^ whom he had been 
obliged to consecrate as Bishop of Strengnas^ 
joined in a protest^ which exists, dated Aug. 31^ 
1531^ against all their episcopal acts, as having 
been performed under compulsion^ and as beings 
therefore, completely invalid. 

''As to the Swedish Church itself, she has al- 
ways declared that she possesses the Apostolical 
Succession through Peter Monsson, but likewise 
that it is of no importance. She is rightly pun- 
ished, therefore, if she have it, by having lost all 
means oi proving it/' 

Mr. Gk>rdon's remarks bring the following quo- 
tation to my mind: — ''As the commission of 
Cheist,'' says the Bev. Henry Caswall, in his 
" Scotland and the Scottish Church,^' *' was ori- 
ginally conferred upon the Twelve alone, so the 
office of the Christian ministry can attach, in its 
proper sense, to none but those who derive their 
appointment from the original Twelve. As it is 
impossible for any secular authority to constitute 
and make a Christian Church, so it is impossible 
for any prince, potentate, or parliament, to con- 
stitute any person 'an ambassador for Christ,' 
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'and a steward of the mysteries of God/ The 
secular authority may^ if so inclined, appoint men 
to teach religion or any other subject of human 
knowledge; but this appointment cannot make 
those teachers ministers of Cheist's Church. So 
it may confer upon men the title of Bishops ; it 
may load those men with rank and emoluments, 
and require its subjects to pay them deference 
and homage ; but, after all, unless consecrated 
by Bishops, in the apostolic line, they will remain 
mere o£Scers of the State, and simply 'titular 
Bishops/ '' 

I now proceed to inquire into the mode of elec- 
tion and consecration of Bishops in Sweden. 
This seems to be necessary, because if even every 
doubt as to Peter Monsson's consecration could 
be removed, the ground for intercommunion be- 
tween the Swedish and any purely integral branch 
of the Church Catholic would still be embarrassed 
were it to be the case that the mode of trans- 
mitting the Apostolical commission in Sweden is 
un-Catholic. 

The Brcv. Mr. Carlson, from whose letter to 
the Hon. and Bev. Mr. Perceval I have already 
quoted, gives an ample and clear account of the 
mode, both of the election and of the consecra- 
tion of Bishops in the Church of Sweden. In 
answer to the question, ''By whom elected ?'' 
Mr. Carlson says : — " The Chapter of the diocese 
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having received the letter of the king, in which 
the day is fixed for the election, a circular-letter 
n issued by the Chapter to all archdeacons to say, 
that it has pleased his Majesty to appoint a oer* 
tain day for the election of a new Bishop of the 
diocese, in consequence of which the archdeacons 
are requested to make the necessary arrangements 
for the said election, according to the Church law. 
The right to vote at this election is, by the Church 
law, granted to— (1.) Professors of the college of 
the diocese, in consequence of their being mem- 
bers of the chapter; (2.) All rectors, and, in 
case of vacancy, pastor curam gerens ; (3.) Every 
cominister of the parish, except there being more 
than one, when the eldest has the right to vote ; 
(4.) The pastor of a regiment, who is stationed 
within the territory of the diocese. The election 
takes place at the arcbdeacon^s in every district, 
on the day fixed by the king. First, a short ser- 
vice is held in the church, after which the arch- 
deacon and all the present voters proceed to the 
altar and take the following oath : — * I, A. B., 
vow before God, that I will, without respect to 
any person's favour and friendship, kindred or 
affinity, or even my own advantage, nominate at 
the election of a Bishop of A. B. diocese^ such 
men, within or without the diocese, whom, to the 
best of my understanding, and with a safe con- 
science, I consider and judge to be fit for this 



I 



50 The Offices for Consecration of Bishops 

office^ • • . and to be supporters of the true reli- 
gion ; and I pray to God to help me, so far as I 
will truly fulfil this my vow.' The voters return 
to the house of the archdeacon, when each of them 
writes on a paper the names of three persons 
whom he considers to be fit for that high situa- 
tion of Bishop, which being sealed or rolled up, 
he gives it to the archdeacon, who presides on 
this occasion. Every one having thus presented 
his vote, the papers are opened and the votes cast 
up — the particulars of this proceeding being, at 
the same time, taken down in a protocol. Should 
a voter be prevented from coming in person, he 
may send his vote in writing, with a copy of the 
above-mentioned oath, signed and sealed by him- 
self. • • . Finally, the protocol is read to all pre- 
sent, and having been confirmed and signed by 
them, is sent by the archdeacon to the chapter of 
the diocese. A similar election is held on the 
same day in the chapter. When all the protocols 
are come to hand at the chapter, they are opened 
in the presence of at least four members of the 
said chapter, and all the votes having been cast 
up, those three persons who have got the greatest 
number of votes are put on nomination for the 
king. In case of paria vota, the nomination is 
decided by drawing lots.'' 

On this interesting document Mr. Perceval has 
the following note : — " In the reign of James I. 
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(of England)^ a similar custom obtained in the 
Church of Scotland; and Bishop Guthrie re- 
marks that during the time it was observed^ not 
a single bad appointment took place: and he 
ascribes all the evils which befell the Church 
there^ and the monarchy^ in the succeeding reign^ 
to the departure from this custom.'^ 

Mr. Carlson speaks with equal fulness and 
precision as to the form of consecration in the 
Church of Sweden : — "The consecration is to be 
held in the cathedral on a Sunday^ unless some 
legal and urgent cause should make another ar- 
rangement necessary. When the usual service 
is over^ a publication of this solemn act and 
prayer having been made during the service from 
the pulpit^ the ceremony begins with singing 
of a psalm, during which the procession goes 
to the altar in the following order — namely, 
1. Two priests, in their official dresses, carrying 
the pallium in which the new Bishop is to be 
dressed ; 2. The Bishop who is going to be con- 
secrated ; 3. The Archbishop ; 4. Assistants, 
being either Bishops or members of the chapter. 
The archbishop and his assistants proceed within 
the altar^ the former taking his place in the 
middle and the latter on each side of him : and 
the new Bishop remains out of the altar^ opposite 
the Archbishop. The psalm being finished, the 
Archbishop holds his discourse, after which he 
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rends the prayer according to the ritual. Whed 
this is over, the clerk of the chapter reads the 
patent of the king by which the new Bishop is 
appointed to the vacant see^ and then the Arch- 
bishop says to the Bishop> ' As you are called to 
the bishopric of A. B. diocese, and are now come 
to the altar of the Lord in order to be conse-^ 
crated to the said office, therefore hear with at- 
tention, and keep in your he&rt the precious 
doctrines which now shall be read to you from 
the Word of Oon/ Then the assistants^ one 
after the other, read some verses from the Holy 
Scriptures, which usually are the following— » 
toamely, S. Matt, xxviii. 18^20 ; Titus i. 7—9 ; 
1 S. Tim. vi. 11, 12; v. 21, 22; Acts xx. 28; 
1 S. Pet. V. 2—4; S. Luke xii. 37, 38, &c. The 
Archbishop then reads the admonition to the new 
Bishop according to the ritual ; after which the 
latter pronounces the Apostolical Creed ; and the 
Archbishop having prayed to God that the Bishop 
may keep this Creed to his last, and encourage 
others to keep it, puts to him the following ques- 
tions — namely, Q. Will you declare that you are 
willing to accept the important office of Bishop 
of A. B. diocese, and to fulfil the duties of the 
same? A. Yes. Q. Will you engage yourself 
to devote all your mental and bodily strength to 
the due performance of said office? A» Yes. 
Q. Will you engage yojirself to take care that 



in the Scaniifuman Churches. 58 

the doctrine of reconciliatioB is preached^ accord- 
ifkg to the Word of God, unto wiadooii righte- 
ousDcss^ sanctification« and redemption ? A. Yes. 
Q. Will you engage yourself, by the grace of 
GoD^ to set an example to others in integrity and 
virtue ? A. Yes. Q. Will you engage yourself, 
with the utmost vigilance, to avert every evil, and 
to promote what is good, useful, and proper? 
A. Yes. Now the Archbishop says, ^You a&< 
knowledge your duties accordingly; you have 
declared that it is your earnest intention to fulfil 
the same : may you now confirm this by your 
official oath.^ The Bishop puts his hand on the 
Bible, taking his oath, according to the Church 
law ; which being done, the Archbishop delivers 
to him his insignia, saying, ^ May Oqd Almighty 
strengthen and help you to fulfil all this I Ae« 
oordiqg to that commission which, in God's 
Name, by His congregation, is given to me for 
this business, I deliver to you his Majesty^s ap« 
pointment, and, at the same time, the bishopric 
of A. B. diocese, ai^d I put now on your breast 
this emblem of Jesus Chbist' (namely, a golden 
cross with a golden chain round the collar, which 
is always worn by every Bisbopi both in his 
official duties and in society), *to Im^ a perpetual 
remembrance that you shall preach His precious 
doctrine of reconciliation, and holily keep tha 
same ; and I also deliver to you this staff as a 
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sign of your right and a remembrance of your 
duty to guide and govern that flock which is now 
committed to your care; aad I do this in the 
Name of God — Father, Son, and the Holy 
Ohost. May the Lord let it be to your own 
salvation, and those who are committed to you I 
We will, to this end, pray to God, from whom every 
good gift and every perfect gift cometh, when we 
now, all of us, join together in that prayer which 
our dear Saviour Himself hath taught us/ The 
Archbishop and his assistants now take the pall 
and fix it upon the new Bishop, when they put 
their hands upon his head, the Archbishop pray* 
ing ^Our Father, Which art in heaven,' &c. 
The Archbishop also puts the mitre on the head 
of the new Bishop, after which he reads a prayer, 
and closes the act by reading the prayer of God^s 
blessing to the consecrated Bishop — namely, 'The 
Lord bless thee and keep thee ; the Lord make 
His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto 
thee; the Lord lift up His countenance upon 
thee, and give thee an eternal peace ; in the Name 
of God the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost^ 
Amen.' The act being thus concluded, a psalm 
is sung, during which the procession returns in 
the same order to the vestry.'' 

There are several things to be especially ob- 
served in this form. 1. The assistants of the 
Archbishop may be ** either bishops or members 
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of the chapter.*' " From this/' says Mr. Per- 
ceval; ** it should seem that the ancient canon-* 
ical requisition of the Catholic Churchy that a 
bishop should be consecrated by three bishops, is 
not regarded in Sweden. Instead of the threefold 
cord, the single thread seems to be adopted with 
indifference.'* 2. There is no direct employ- 
ment of our Lord's all-important words, ^'Re« 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost;" whilst, in place of an 
explicit transmission of the divine commission 
''for the office and work of a bishop in the 
Church of Gon/' we have, " I deliver to you his 
Majesty's appointment" — thus apparently making 
the king instead of Christ the great fountain 
of authority. 3. Of the words used by the Arch- 
bishop, '' According to that commission which, in 
God's Name, by His congregation is given to me 
for this business,'' it has been remarked by Mr. 
Perceval — " This is a remarkable sentence. Taken 
as it stands, it amounts to an avowal in the high 
places of the Church of Sweden of that principle 
of Congregationalism which the Independents in 
England, during the palmy days under Cromwell, 
sought to establish by the falsification of the 
sacred Scripture, changing the saying of the 
Apostles, * Look ye out some men of honest re- 
port, full of the Holt Ghost and wisdom, whom 
we may set over this business,' into ' whom ye 
may appoint.' It is to be hoped that the sen- 
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tence is not intended, in the mouth of the Arch- 
bishop of Upsala, to convey the sense which it 
bears to our ears. Not by the congregationi but 
by Jbsus Christ^ was the commission given to 
the Apostles— *-not by the congregation, but by 
the Apostles, was this commission conveyed to 
the bishops and other ministers of the Church, as 
is plain from the passage in the Acts above cited, 
and S. PauPs Epistle to Timothy, ' Given thee 
by the imposition of my hands ;^ not by the con- 
gregation, but by the bishops, has it since been 
handed down in the congregation. Our Twenty- 
third English Article carefully avoids the error 
which apparently is asserted in Sweden.'^ 

It is to be hoped that these peculiarities do not 
invalidate the act of consecration : but they are 
indisputably of sufficient moment to caus« un-* 
easiness, and to give room for doubt; and should 
a concordate ever be contemplated between the 
Swedish and the British Churches/ it would be 
expedient to obtain such changes in the Swedish 
Ordinal as would bring it into fuller agreeojent 
with Catholie usage, and so to remove every sus- 
picion with regard to its sufficiency. The Swedish 
Cbureh, admitting, as it seems to do, the neces- 
sity of a regular formulary, could have no reason- 
able objection to the reduction of that in use 
within its border to a clearly Catholic standard. 
The Scandinavian mind seems, in very many re- 
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ftpects, to be deeply imbued with reverential re^ 
gard for Catholic usages ; heuce^ in their formu- 
lary for consecration^ the bishops would not^ it is 
to be hopedf be unwilling to listen to the coun* 
sels of those who should, in a true spirit of Chris- 
tian love and charity^ exhort them in the words of 
inapirationt^'' Remove not the old landmark I'^ 

The creeds, the. liturgies, and the polity and 
constitution of the Scandinavian Churches, have 
yet to be considered. These may be the subjects 
of future communications, 

I am^ &c. 

Sir, 

Since transmitting Mr. Gordon's letter of 
Jimuary 18th to you, I have been favoured by a 
qommunication from the Eev. F. S. May, Hyde 
Park Qardens, JjondoUj in which are the following 
observations on some of the statements made by 
myself and bis Excellency : — 

^ J 99nd you herewith some documents/^ writes 
Mf» Mayi '^i^ wbich you will find a satisfactory 
solution of certain diffioaUies mentioned iu your 
letter to the 'Scottish Gruardian^ of Febru^ry^ 
, • . J have discovered aa important additioDsl 
proof of the consecration of Fetar Ma^usoo jst 
jftome. . . , Raynaldus> the Pope's historiographer 
— the continuator of the ' Annales Baronii*— has 
unwittingly preserved for us a decisive piece of 
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evidence as to Peter Ma^nson's consecration^ for 
the Popes never addressed an Electus, not con- 
secrated, in the way in which the Brief I cite 
coupled Ma^nson's name as Bishop of Westeras 
with John Brask as Bishop of Linkoping. . • • 
In the continuation of the * Annales' of Baronius 
by Raynaldus, it appears that this letter of the 
Pope^ dated September 17, 1526^ is addressed, 
not to the Bishop of Linkoping alone, but jointly 
to the Bishops of Linkoping and Westeras. It 
begins: ' Venerabilibus fratribus Lincopensi et 
Arosiensi provincise Upsalensis regni Suedse Epis- 
copis '/ and, in the introductory words of Ray- 
naldus, it is expressly said, * Clemens Lincopensi 
et Arosiensi Episcopis provinciam dedit, ut quos 
possent a Lutheran^, hseresi in Ecclesise sinum re- 
vocarent; • . . et Oustavi delecti regis Suedee 
opem implorare jussit/ Here, then, . . . when 
the Bishop of Westeras is expressly mentioned by 
the Pope, and it is called to mind that Peter Sum- 
manvader, who held that see for a short while 
between the demise of Otho and the election of 
Ma'nson, had been now for some time ejected, 
and had never been confirmed by Rome, it seiems 
irresistibly to follow that, in this Brief, Clement 
meant none other than Ma'nson ; and thus both 
the Brief of this bishop's confirmation is proved 
genuine, and bis consecration shown to be a 
fact/' 
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Mr. May, in referring to Mr. Gordon's opinion 
as to the doubt which hangs over Peter Man- 
son's consecration at Rome, thinks it possible 
that the fact thus deduced from the '^ AnnaW 
may have escaped his Excellency's notice. Be 
this as it may, it is but fair to the Swedish 
Church to state that such evidence does exist, 
and that it strengthens the probability of the 
validity of Dr. Manson's consecration. 

Mr. May remarks further, that the form of 
consecrating bishops, which I copied from Herr 
Carlson's letter to the Rev. Mr. Perceval, is " in- 
accurate.'^ ^'As I have in my hands,'' he adds, 
^* the actually used ritual, I am sure I am right 
in denying that the words imply that the kinff 
makes the bishops. No ! It is the archbishop^ 
in the name of the Eirke, . . , the body of Christ 
organized^ with its two classes of Docentes and 
Ministrantes on the one hand, and Audientes and 
Becipientes on the other/' 

He then directs my attention to the following 
fcHrm, as containing the words of consecration now 
in use : — 

'^ The ordinator delivers to the new bishop the 
bishop's office, sa}ring, 

''Now that thou art lawfully called to the 
office of bishop, hast confessed thy faith, and 
pledged thyself by thy oath to fulfil thy obliga- 
tions^ I therefore, by the authority which is to 
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me, on the part of God, intrusted for this busi- 
ness by His Church, do deliver to thee the office 
of bishop, in the Name of the Father, and of 
the SoN^ and of the Holy Ghost. Amen/' 

This is certainly a form much less open to ob- 
jection than that given by Mr. Carlson, and pro- 
bably could not be considered as forming any 
great barrieiv^l other points being agreed upmi 
— to renewed intercommunion between the Swed^ 
isfa Church and our own. That it is deficient, in 
as far as it does not embody our Lord's words^-- 
" Receive ye the Holy GflosT^^-rwill be admit-r 
ted ; but as it has never, so far aa I am aware, been 
ruled that a formulary thus deficient is positively 
invalid, our Church would probably be satisfied 
were the Cburoh of Sweden, for the time to eome, 
to agree to the restoration of its Ordinal to an 
earlier aud purer standard, 

I am, &e« 



LETTER V. 

1'he Cbeeds, Confessions of Faith, and Teaching 
OF THE Scandinavian Chubches. 

Sir, 

Since I last wrote to you, my attention has 
been called to a letter from the Rev. Dr. Clay, 
which appeared in the " Colonial Church Chro- 
nicle'' for October, 1863. " Dr. Clay,'* we are 
told, " holds the parish, of which the last rectot 
in Swedish orders, Dr. Collin, took part in elect- 
ing Dr. White, the first Bishop of Pennsylvania." 
It is but fair, in giving an account of the Swedish 
Church, that the facts recorded in Dr. Clay's 
letter should be stated ; and this seems the most 
fitting place to do so. 

From the following quotations, two things will 
be apparent : — the first, that Dr. Clay seems quite 
satisfied as to the validity of the succession in the 
Swedish Church ; the second, that in the Ame- 
rican Church the orders of the Swedish clergy 
have been recognized, and their services admitted. 
" I sympathise with you/' says Dr. Clay, address- 
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ing the editor of the "Colonial Church Chro- 
nicle/^ **in the desire to see a freer and fuller in- 
tercommunion between the Church of England 
and our own Church in this country, and the 
Scandinavian and other Churches holding the 
same faith and the same apostolical ministry with 
ourselves. ... It has been more than two cen- 
turies (about 1636) since the first Swedish colony 
settled on the shores of the Delaware. It has 
been more than a century and a half (a.o. 1697) 
since the Swedish Church commenced^ in regular 
form, her missionary work here. . . . Scarcely 
had her three first missionaries arrived here, before 
at least one of them — the Rev. Dr. Bud man, who 
built the Church in which I now officiate — was 
recognized by the English Church here, as pos- 
sessing a valid ministry. This was done by his 
having been invited to officiate at the English 
Church at Oxford, a few miles from this city, and 
subsequently placed in charge of Christ Church 
in Philadelphia, during the absence of the rector, 
the Rev. Mr. Evans, in England. Such a thing, 
as far as I know, never occurred in any Anglican 
Church here, in regard to any minister not con- 
sidered as having a valid episcopally- transmitted 
ministry. When the connection of the seven or 
eight Swedish Churches in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware, with the Mother Church 
.ceased^ which happened about the time of our 
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Revolution^ they seemed naturally to come into 
connection with the Anglican Church here. All 
the Swedish Churches above referred to are now 
in full connection with the Anglican Protestant 
Episcopal Churchy with the exception of the one 
at Upper Merion. That, too, has a rector epis- 
copally ordained, and receives from the bishop of 
the diocese the same regular visitations as do 
those which are formally in connection with the 
Church. The bishop holds confirmations there at 
regular periods, or whenever there are candidates 
to be presented for that holy rite. Of late years 
immigrations of Swedes and other Scandinavians 
to this country have been very much confined to 
Illinois and the neighbouring States. They are 
very numerous in that north-western region of 
the United States. In many instances they have 
come into formal connection with the Anglican 
Episcopal Church. Where they have not their 
own Swedish clergymen, they almost always, as I 
am informed, connect themselves with those of 
our Church. The German Lutherans have tried 
hard to induce them to join their body, but, as I 
learn, with little or no success. A young deacon, 
lately from Wisconsin, tells me that the Bishop 
of Illinois has, of late, admitted ministers or- 
dained in Sweden to the charge of parishes in his 
dioeese, without requiring of them re-ordination ; 
thus recognizing the validity of Swedish orders. 



# 
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And taking an important step towards intercom- 
• munion with the Scandinavian Churches/' 

This recognition of Swedish orders by the 
Church in America should^ no doubt^ stimulate 
the bishops of our own Church to investigate the 
claims of the Swedish Churchy and to rejoice if 
they can be established ; but^ unless the genea- 
logy of the Swedish bishops can be satisfactorily 
proved to be unbroken/ the mere circumstance of 
its being taken for granted by the Church in 
America^ or of its clergy being admitted to 
officiate in that Church, cannot, of itself, be suffi- 
cient reason for our prelates to do the same. It 
must be shown on what grounds our American 
brethren acted before we can, in a case of this 
kind, consent to follow their example. We ad- 
mit the probability of the validity of the Swedish 
succession. It is so great, that neither our 
bishops^ nor the learned and Catholic-minded 
compilers of the " Churchman's Manual,'' dared 
to exclude that Church from a claim to rank 
among the regularly descended families of the 
Church Catholic; but still, knowing how very 
desirous the Roman Church has been to detect 
a flaw in the descent of our own hierarchy, and 
allowing due weight to the opinions of such men 
as his Excellency Geo. J. R. Gordon, who have, 
on the spot, investigated the point, we could not, 
without injury to our Spiritual Mother, admit 
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into fall comm union with her any commuDity on 
mere probability^ however strong. There is no- 
thing either uncharitable or unfriendly in saying 
that^ either there must be clear evidence of un- 
interrupted genealogy^ or^ if Churches are unable 
to adduce such evidence^ there must be a willing- 
ness on their part to submit to such measures as 
would remove every doubt on the subject for the 
time to come. 

I now proceed to give some account of the 
Creed and Confession of Faith of the Scandi- 
navian Churches. In a letter to me^ already re- 
ferred to^ his Excellency 6. J. R. Gordon says^ 
" As to their Creed — The Apostles* Creed is that 
adopted by these Churches^ and used at the Com- 
munion service. It differs only from the Catholic 
Creed in that it substitutes the word Christian for 
Catholic in the article on the Church. This, 
however, under the circumstances of these bodies, 
is a significant and important alteration.^' 

It is said ("Church Times/' Dec. 5, 1863) 
that " they receive the Nicene Creed \ but that in 
this also, instead of ' I believe one Catholic and 
Apostolic Church,' they say, 'I believe that 
there is One Catholic and Apostolic Church,' — a 
very different thing from the expressing belief in 
it as a catholic verity — as the pillar and ground 
of the truth." 

On this point the Scandinavian Churches — 

p 
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even should it be proved that they hold the one 
faith pure and entire — are clearly in the wrong. 
It could never be permitted them to change or 
modify in any way the catholic symbols of that 
faith. In former ages^ the faithful defenders of 
catholic truth would not consent to the change of 
a single iota in the recognized Creed ; nor could 
it be otherwise now; and therefore a return to 
the very letter of the catholic symbols would be a 
sine qud non, as the very first step in negotiating 
on the subject of intercommunion. The Faith is 
one and unchangeable ; and therefore the sym- 
bols by which it is guarded must be one and the 
same^ fixed and unchangeable throughout the 
whole Church. But we may suppose that the 
Scandinavian mind^ so full of reverence for an- 
cient usages^ would find no difficulty in returning 
to the purely Catholic and Apostolic symbols of 
the faith which their forefathers were taught^ 
when the knowledge of the Gospel was first 
carried into the stormy regions of the norths and 
where^ it is to be hoped, it may remain as firmly 
fixed as the immovable mountains of the country^ 
and as pure as the virgin snow with which those 
mountains are for ever clad. 

The Augsburg Confession is received by all 
the Lutheran Churches ; and " the Shorter and 
Larger Catechisms of Luther, designed for the 
instruction of youth and the improvement of per- 



of the Scandinavian Churches. 67 

sons of riper years/' are the authorized exposi- 
tions of the faith. The great peculiarity of the 
Lutheran doctrine^ in contradistinction to Ca- 
tholic teachings is '^ justification by faith alone/' 
"Justification by faith/' says Mr. Gordon, ''is 
their articulus stantis vel cadentis ecclesia, and 
Consubstantiation is, I believe, their phase of he- 
terodoxy in regard to the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Altar." 

Now, in one sense the doctrine of justification 
by faith alone is true. As in the case of Abra- 
ham, the father of the faithful, his full persuasion 
and belief that what God had promised He was 
able also to perform, was imputed unto him for 
righteousness ; so, if we have full faith in the pro- 
mises of Him Who raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead — full faith that He, the Incarnate Son 
of God, was delivered for our ofi^ences, and raised 
again for our justification — it will be imputed to 
as for righteousness— our justification in the 
sight of God thus depending wholly on our faith 
in the merits of Christ and in the promises of 
God in connection with those merits ; but then, 
as in the case of Abraham, our faith must be a 
lively faith, leading to instant and unhesitating 
obedience. We are justified by faith alone ; but 
then it must be a faith which works by love — an 
inward spiritual grace, which manifests itself in 
the outward and visible signs of good works. 
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But Luther's doctrine is apparently different 
from this^ and in as far as it is really different^ it 
is unscriptnral and unsound. Dupin, in his His- 
tory^ century zri. cap. 4^ tells us that he taught 
not only ''that man is justified by faith alone^ 
but also that good works are not necessary to 
salvation ; that how good soever they may appear^ 
they are mortal sins ; that man has no liberty ; 
that all works done without grace are sinful ; and 
that invincible ignorance is not excusable.'^ The 
error of all this seems to lie in Luther's having 
looked only at one side of the truth, and turned 
away his face from the other. Our Thirteenth 
Article of Religion might bear him out in his 
view as to the sinfulness, in the sight of God, of 
all works done without the grace of the Holt 
Spirit ; but then our Twelfth Article would come 
in as the necessary corrective of his error. 

So, with regard to the Eucharistic doctrine 
now taught in the Scandinavian Churches, Lu- 
ther, while he rejected the Romish dogma of 
Transubstantiation, taught the equally uncatholic 
doctrine of Gonsubstantiation ; that is, he rejected 
the doctrine that the bread and wine in the Eucha- 
rist are — as bread and wine — ^annihilated, being 
converted into the very natural substance of the 
Body and Blood of Christ; but he held that in 
the Sacrament there was both the bread and the 
wine and the substance of the Body and Blood of 
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CHKiST-^GoQSubstaiitiation, or both subttaQces 
together. 

Herei ag&in> Luther^s error seems to be more 
in a defective grasp of the Catholic doctrine^ than 
in a radically and wilfully heretical belief. Al- 
though uncatholic and heretical in its primary 
and legitimate meaning, it yet contains a shadow 
or adumbration of the truth. In contradistinc- 
tion to the Roman Churchy he seems to have dis- 
tinctly apprehended the Catholic doctrine, to the 
extent that in the Sacrament there are two dis- 
tinct parts — that the bread and the wine are 
tbere^ and that the Body and Blood of Christ 
are there also. It is in his explanation of the 
mystery that be goes away from the teaching of 
primitive catholicity. Instead of the doctrine so 
briefly yet so fully and explicitly set forth by the 
Anglican Churchi that in the Sacrament there is 
^^an outward and visible sign, and an inward 
spiritual grace/' Luther explained 'Uhe inward 
part on thing signified^' to be the Body and Blood 
of Christ in a gross, carnal, and natural — in- 
stead of a heavenly^ spiritual^ and supernatural 
way; thus controverting the doctrine of the 
Creed — that the natural Body of Christ is in 
heaven, and will remain there till the last day; 
and also lapparently contravening our Lord's 
words concerning His Presence in the Eucharistic 
Supper- — ''it is the Spirit that quickeneth, the 
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flesh profiteth nothing/' Luther's error lay in 
making that natural and carnal which is super- 
natural and spiritual ; forgetting, apparently, that 
Christ can be 'Werily and indeed'' present 
through the Spirit, as truly and really as through 
that natural Body in which He suffered on the 
Cross. 

What, therefore, appears to be necessary for 
the restoration of the Scandinavian Churches to 
the pure faith, in this respect, is rather a catholic 
definition of the Real Presence, than a confession 
of deliberate and positive heresy. According to 
their present teaching, it is certainly heresy ; but 
then it is a heresy which mighty with proper ex- 
planation, be changed into the truth. 

" It is to be observed," says the Rev. Philip 
Freeman, in his " Principles of Divine Service," 
part ii., § 3, '^ that in almost all cases in which a 
mysterious truth is propounded by Almighty 
God for our acceptance, it is in reality to a twofold 
or compound, and not to a single or simple, ar- 
ticle of belief that our assent is required. The 
peculiar task which our faculty of belief is set, in 
such cases, is no other than this — To hold in con- 
junction, simply and without reserve^ some two 
divinely affirmed matters or positions, either of 
which we should probably make no difficulty of 
accepting by itself, but whose compatibility or co- 
existence we are unable to perceive. ... It fol- 
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lows from hence, that the path alike of duty and 
of safety for the Church and her teachers^ with 
reference to any mystery of the Faith, is to enter- 
tain, with frank and unsolicitous confidence, the 
positive apprehension of both terms or members 
of that mystery. So long as this is honestly and 
equally done, there is little danger, nay, scarcely 
a possibility of a departure from the truth/' 

It has been alleged that the Scandinavian 
Churches hold erroneous notions with regard to 
the power of the Keys. This allegation is founded 
on the forms of absolution in use among them. 
That of Norway is said to be in these terms : — 
''By authority of God and my of&ce, and as 
Christ has given us full power to remit sins, I 
forgive,^' &c. In the Swedish Church, the form 
is said to be more distinctly conditional on the 
inner repentance of the individual, though still 
declared by the clergyman ; and, in the Danish 
Church, the declaration of forgiveness, on the 
condition of sincere repentance and lively faith^ is 
much the same as that of Sweden. 

Were there no other nor stronger reasons than 
this against the restoration of intercommunion 
with the Scandinavian Churches, I do not think 
there would be much difficulty in surmounting 
them. Did the clergy assume an inherent power 
to bind and loose, it would be necessary to de- 
mand of them a return to a more catholic belief, 
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before the Churches whom they represent could 
be accounted truly orthodox on this point. Biit^ 
in justice to them^ it must be stated that there 
does not appear to be any good ground for bring- 
ing such a charge against them. They claim a 
delegated authority from Christ to bind and 
loose upon earth — in other words^ authoritatively 
to declare to those who truly repent, and un- 
feignedly believe the promises of God, that Christ 
does^ in heaven^ forgive the sins which His duly 
commissioned ministers do^ in His Name, declare 
on earth to be forgiven ; but this is no more than 
the Scriptures of truth declare. God alone can 
forgive sins; but then He promises—and His 
word cannot fail — that He binds in heaven what 
His commissioned servants^ in agreement with 
His ordinance^ bind on earth, and looses in hea- 
ven what they loose on earth. When the scribes 
remarked, with disapprobation^ our Lord's de- 
claration to the man sick of the palsy^ '^ Thy sins 
be forgiven thee/' He proved that He had the 
power on earth to forgive sins by commandisg 
the sick of the palsy to arise^ take up his bed, 
and go to his house. The power which was thus 
inherent in our Lord, as the Son of God, He 
delegated to His apostles and their successors^ 
even to the end of time, when He invested them 
with His commission — ''As My Father hath 
sent Mci even so send I you ; and when He had 
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said this, He breathed on them, and said, Receive 
ye the Holt Ghost ; whosesoever sins ye remits 
they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever 
sins ye retain, they are retained/^ The plain 
meaning of these words is, that God, for Christ's 
Bake, does, in heaven, forgive the sins of those to 
whom, on their compliance with the evangelical 
conditions of repentance and faith, His commis- 
sioned servants have given the assurance of for- 
giveness npon earth. As, in the kingdoms of 
this world, the power of forgiving a delinquent is 
solely the prerogative of the crown, yet, when 
duly delegated to an ambassador or magistrate, 
the power of pronouncing the sentence of forgive- 
ness is effectual in conveying the monarch's par- 
don in cases where the prescribed conditions of 
obtaining that pardon have been duly complied 
with. Of himself, the magistrate has no power 
to acquit or condemn the guilty. What he does 
is in consequence of his being invested with the 
regal commission; but what he thus does may 
very properly be said to be done by the monarch 
himself, and, moreover, to be done at the very 
instant — the magistrate's act being, in truth, the 
promulgation of the monarch's pardon. So in 
the kingdom of Christ, the whole centres in 
Him and rests with Him ; His sure and abiding 
promise being, that He confirms in heaven what 
His commissioned servants warrantably do in His 
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name on earth. The act is His^ and passes from 
Him through them^ who are merely the agents 
in His stead. He has graciously been pleased to 
pledge Himself that He does indeed thus confirm 
the acts of His servants. He has sealed His pro- 
mise with His Blood ; and^ to doubt that He will 
fulfil it, would be to doubt (lis unchangeable 
word, and to cut ourselves off from one of the 
most consolatory ordinances of the Gospel. 

Beyond this, I have not been able to discover 
that the Scandinavian Churches claim the power. 
Even the Danish form of absolution — as recorded 
in the writings and translations of Myles Cover- 
dale, who took shelter in Denmark during the 
persecution in the time of Queen Mary — a form 
which seems to be more explicit than that of 
either Norway or Sweden, does not go a hair's- 
breadth beyond the boundary thus laid down — 
''To all them that repent and are sorry for their 
sins, detesting their old wicked life ; if they be 
hungry and thirsty for God's mercy in Christ, 
believing surely to have forgiveness only in Him, 
and from henceforth to live in the fear of God, 
and unfeignedly to keep His commandments ; to 
all such — by the virtue of God's word and com- 
mission of the same — I pronounce and warrant 
free remission and clean forgiveness of all their 
sins. To the others that will not repent, but still 
harden their hearts against God's truth, con- 



of the Scandinavian Churches, 75 

tinually abiding in the blindness of false doctrine 
and filthiness of wicked livings having no purpose 
or mind to come to repentance ; to all such^ by 
virtue of the same word and commission thereof^ 
do I pronounce damnation^ and the terrible wrath 
of God until they aniend/^ 

Mr. Charles Loring Brace, in his " Norse-Folk/' 
says, " There still survive in the Swedish Church- 
book the rules for secret confession to the pastor. 
It is still resorted to for the worst class of sins ; 
and the clergyman is forbidden, under the strong- 
est penalties, to disclose what is confessed. Only 
in cases of treason, or where assassination or mur- 
der is threatened, can the clergyman warn the 
objects, yet still without disclosing the names of 
the guilty parties. In former times the pastor 
has been known to forbid the Sacrament after 
such confessions.'' (P. 160.) 

The same author records the following remark- 
able circumstance : — *' The Commandments have 
what we are wont to consider a Romanistic ar- 
rangement. The first is, 'Thou shalt have no 
other gods before Me,' with no allusion to the 
graven images. The second is on profanity. The 
third simply, 'Remember to keep the rest-day 
holy,' with no reasons except those given in the 
Catechism, viz., ' We should fear and love God, 
80 that we do not. despise preaching and God's 
Word, but consider it holy, hear it gladly, and 
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learn/ • • . The fourth is on the love of parents. 
The tenth is divided into two — the ninth and 
tenth — as if distinguishing the two kinds of covet- 
onsness.'^ (P. 159.) 

Whether this intermeddling with the strict 
letter of the Decalogue would form a barrier to 
intercommunion with other and purer branches 
of the Church Catholic, I have no means of de- 
termining. It would depend much on the expla- 
nation the Scandinavians might be able to give 
for the mutilation. If it could be shown that, in 
their case, it involved no infringement of the 
pure creed of the Church Catholic, and if they 
were disposed, ex animo^ to accept the evaugelical 
summary of the law, which there seems no good 
reason for supposing they would refuse to do, 
they probably could not, on account of this pecu- 
liarity, be charged with an absolute departure 
from the standard of Catholic verity, how desir- 
able soever it might be to obtain their acceptance 
of the full Scriptural summary of the moral law. 

The Scandinavian liturgies would now come to 
be considered ; but this I must postpone for the 
present. 

I am, &;c. 



LETTER VI. 

lltubgies akd fobhs of wobshif ik the 
Scandinavian Chubches. 

''Every country/' says Mosheim, cent. xvi. 
part ii. cap. 1, sec. 5^ "has its own liturgies, 
which are rules of proceeding in everything that 
relates to external worship and the public exer-> 
cises of religion. . . . The liturgies used in the 
different countries that have embraced the system 
of Luther^ agree perfectly in all the essential 
branches of religion^ in all matters that can be 
looked upon as of real moment and importance ; 
but they differ widely in many things of an in- 
different nature^ concerning which the Holy Scrip- 
tures are silent^ and which compose that part of 
the public religion that derives its authority from 
the wisdom and appointment of men. Assem- 
blies for the celebration of Divine worship meet 
everywhere at stated times. Here the Holy 
Scriptures are read publicly ; prayers and hymns 
are addressed to the Deity ; the Sacraments are 
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admiDistered ; and the people are instructed in 
the knowledge of religion^ and excited to the 
practice of virtue by the discourses of their minis- 
ters/' 

This general statement of the historian will be 
borne out by the account I shall now proceed to 
give of the formularies and liturgies of the several 
branches of the Scandinavian Church. 

The of&ce for Baptism first claims our atten- 
tion. The Rev. Henry Newland, in his " Forest 
Scenes in Norway and Sweden/' gives the follow- 
ing graphic account of what he witnessed on a 
" Christening Sunday/' as it is called, in a rural 
church in Norway : — " ' Hallo V said Birger, ' we 
are in luck. I knew it was a Communion Sun- 
day, but we are to have a lot of christenings be- 
sides. Look at the little white bundles in their 
christening clothes and elegant white satin bows. 
I do believe they would none of them consider 
their children baptized without those white bows.' 
. . . The short hymn which begins the service 
had closed, and the priest^ in his white-sleeved 
surplice^ was standing by the altar, while the can- 
didatus marshalled in the porch a little procession 
of the christening parties. When all was ready 
they entered the church, the congregation sing- 
ing, as they advanced towards the chancel, one of 
the numerous hymns from the Bede Psalmer. . . . 
While this was proceeding, the candidatus threw 



in the Scandinavian Churches. 79 

open the richly-carved doors of the chancel -screen 
and admitted the christening party into the choir^ 
arranging them round the font which stood at its 
entrance. The whole service was very like our 
own^ except that after the exhortation the priest 
proclaimed his own commission to baptize in the 
words of the three last verses of S. Matthew's 
Gospel^ before reading the Gospel from S. Mark, 
which is used in the English Church ; and after- 
wards announced the value of the Sacrament 
itself, in the words of S. John (iii. 5, 6). Before 
the act of Baptism, the priest laid his hand on 
the head of each child severally and blessed it ; 
then^ after sprinkling it three several times, as he 
pronounced the name of each of the three Persons 
in the Trinity, he stepped forward to the doors of 
the choir and presented the new Christian to the 
congregation^ sayii^g^ ' In the Name of the Holy 
Trinity, this child is now, through Holy Baptism^ 
received as a member of the Christian Church, 
and hath right given him of all the privileges 
joined therewith. God give him grace, that he, 
all the days of his life, may fulfil this his bap- 
tismal covenant.' '* 

As it will elucidate the belief and teaching of 
the Scandinavian Churches on several cardinal 
doctrines of the Gospel, and as the formula is not 
very generally known in this country^ I shall 
transcribe what is recorded in the '* Writings and 
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Translations'* of Bishop Coverdale, " Of the order 
taken for the due administration of the Blessed 
Sacrament of Baptism in Denmark.'* 

''On the Sanday, at one o'clock afternoon, 
they have a sermon of an hour long, with like 
ringing and singing of psalms afore, in their mo- 
ther tongue, as they had in the morning, to the 
which pracing (qu. preaching ?) the people come 
as thick as they did then ; and as they sing a 
psalm for grace to the Holt Ghost in the morn- 
ing, so do they here also at every sermon^ where or 
whensoever it is made. And like as in the morn- 
ing, when the sermon is done, the preacher ex- 
horteth them to confess their sins with him in 
their hearts, and thereupon doth absolve them by 
the power and authority of God's Word ; so doth 
he here also in like manner, and in every sermon. 
Then they sing a like song of thanksgiving as 
they did in the morning, and as they be accus- 
tomed to do after every preaching. 

'^ In the mean season, while this psalm of 
thanksgiving is sung (or else afore), the font is 
prepared : the midwife is there present with the 
child, or more midwives if there be more children 
to be christened (as there be commonly), with a 
fair company of honest, sober women. And when 
the psalm is sung out, the minister, being there 
ready at the font, readeth a lecture of the Bible; 
and when he had declared it compendiously to 
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the edifying of the congregation^ he exhorteth 
that, forasmuch as all men are conceived and born 
in sin, and that seeing it is impossible for a man 
to come into the kingdom of 6od except he be 
born anew and regenerate^ they will show and 
declare their godly love, and call upon God the 
Father, through Jesus Christ, and in His 
Name, that He will mercifully baptize that child 
(or those children) with the Holt Ghost, and 
receive him (or them) to grace. 

*' Upon the same exhortation, they make their 
hearty prayer, beseeching God to have mercy on 
the child ; and then addeth he this, or such like 
petition in their name, saying : — 

'* O Almighty God, Who, in commanding us 
to pray, hast assured us that we, believing stead- 
fastly, in Thy promise, shall have all that we 
desire, specially concerning the soul, wherein we 
seek Thy glory and the wealth of our neighbours, 
our humble petition to Thee, most dear Fa- 
ther, is, that forasmuch as this child is not with- 
out original sin. Thou wilt consider Thine own 
mercy, and according to Thy promise send this 
child Thy good Spirit, that, in Thy sight, it may 
not be counted among the children of wrath, but 
of light and grace, and become a member of the 
undefiled Church espoused to Christ, Thy dear 
3oN, in faith and love unfeigned, by the means of 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord* Amen^ 

G 
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Another Prayer. 
Almighty and Eternal God, most merciful 
Father^ forasmuch as the just liveth by faith^ 
and impossible it is for any man without belief to 
please Thee, we beseech Thee that Thou wilt 
grant to this child the gift of faith, wherein Thou 
wilt seal and assure his heart in the Holt Ghost, 
according to the promise of Thy Son : that the 
inward regeneration of the Sfibit may be truly 
represented by the outward baptism of water, and 
that the child may be buried with Him into 
death, and be raised up by Him from death again, 
to the praise of Thy glory and the edifying of his 
neighbour. Amen, 

" Sometime, also, the priest readeth this parcel 
of the tenth chapter of S. Mark^s Gospel, saying, 
' And they brought little children,' &c. 

" Then the godfather, if it be a man-child (or 
the godmother, if it be a woman-child), holding 
the child in his arms, cometh and standeth by 
the priest, who asketh him, on the child's behalf, 
if he forsake the devil and all his works ? He 
saith, yea ; and, upon the priest's interrogation, 
he confesseth his faith in the face of the Church : 
so the priest taketh the child in his left hand, and 
with his right hand he poureth water on his head, 
calling him by his name (as he did afore), and 
baptizing him in the Name of the Father, and 
of the SoNj and of the Holy Ghost. 
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'' Finally, the minister committeth the children 
to the prayers of the congregation, and exhorteth 
the godfathers and the godmothers most earnestly 
to see that the children be brought up and in- 
structed in Christian knowledge and virtue, to 
the glory of God and edifying of the common- 
wealth. 

" Then they sing a psalm that either concemeth 
some thanksgiving to God for His Word, or else 
some necessary petition. And so they depart/' 

The Eucharistic liturgies of the Scandinavian 
Churches — also but little known in this country 
— are important, as furnishing us with a testi- 
mony of the teaching of those Churches concern- 
ing the great Christian mystery in the Sacrament, 
and also of enabling us to see how far the way is 
clear in this quarter to the restoration of inter- 
communion between those Churches and our 
own* 

'' The Order taken for the due ministration of 
the Holy Supper of the Lobd/' 

I. In Sweden. 

1. "No one,*' says his Excellency G. J. R. 
Gordon, "is ever admitted to communion who 
has not attended a service called Confession, which 
itself has been preceded by private examination, 
in which considerable powers of excluding the 
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unworthy are possessed and exercised by the 
Swedish clergy. The Confession Service consists 
of an exhortation^ a general confession^ and a 
yery vague form of absolution/' 

I may here make the following quotation from 
Mr. Newland^s " Forest Scenes/' to show what 
care is taken in Sweden to debar from the altar 
those who have not made the prescribed prepara- 
tion : — " In the meanwhile the priest, kneeling on 
the altar steps, was invested by the Candidatus 
and Kirke Sanger with the masse hacke, a crim* 
son velvet chasuble, embroidered in front with a 
gold glory surrounding the holy Name, and be- 
hind with a gold floriated cross. He remained 
kneeling while the Candidatus, paper in hand, 
went down the nave noting those who intended to 
present themselves at the communion, in order to 
be certain that none should partake of it who had 
not previously given their names to the priest for 
approbation, and attended the early service of 
confession — called Communions-skrift. This was 
not so very difScult to do, though none of the 
congregation had left the church, for each in- 
tended communicant wore something black or 
grey about him, in memory of the Lobd's death/' 

I now proceed with quotations from the docu- 
ments with which Mr. Gordon has kindly fur- 
nished me. 

2. At the Swedish High Mass, as it is termed. 
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the altar is vested and bears two candles^ which 
are, however, only lighted when necessary for 
light, and a crucifix. The priest is vested. . . . 
His position at celebration is at the centre of the 
altar, with his back towards the congregation. 
The service commences with a short psalm or 
hymn (introit), during which the celebrant goes 
up to the altar, which is enclosed within rails. 
3. Turning to the people, he pronounces the 
" Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 6oi> Almighty ! 
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory ! We 
praise Thee ; we honour Thee ; we worship Thee ; 
we thank Thee for Thy wonders. Loed God, 
Heavenly King ; God the Father Almighty. 
Lord, the only-begotten Son of the Most High- 
est, Jesus Christ. Holy Spirit, Spirit of 
Peace, of Truth, of Grace ! 

" All Thy works praise Thee, God, everlast- 
ingly : everlasting as Thou art is Thy might ; un- 
changeable is Thy goodness. Look down with 
compassion, Everlasting God, upon a people as- 
sembled in Thy sanctuary to worship Thee, to 
thank Thee for Thy mercies, and to implore Thy 
grace for their spiritual and corporal welfare. 
Enlighten our understandings to know Thee, and 
teach our hearts to bring unto Thee a holy offer- 
ing of true obedience. Bowed down under the 
burden of our sins, we fall down before Thee in 
the dust^ and beseech grace and absolution of 
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Tbee^ God our Redeemer, Mild and good art 
Thou^ great in grace and compassion. Hear 
graciously the united sighs which are here raised 
to Thy throne/' 

Here the priest falls on his knees, together with 
the conffreffution, and prays. — (Here follow a ge- 
neral confession, and a prayer which may be con- 
sidered as holding the place of the public abso- 
lution.) 

4. After this the priest says 

The Kyrie. 

5. And afterwards, standing up, 

The Gloria in Excelsis — (restricted to its first 

verse). 

6. After which the priest, still standing, turns 
to the people and chants 

The Domihus vobiscum. 

7. The priest, fuming again to the altar, reads 
or chants 

The Collect for the day. 
Then, the Epistle or Gospel, whichever does not 
form the text for his sermon. 

8. And then 

The Apostles' Creed. 
(N.B. — All the above may be either sung or 
said, with some slight variations of the position 
of the priest, according to the use adopted.) 

9. The preacher next reads from the pulpit 
the Gospel or Epistle — the one of the two which 
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had not been read from the altar, and preaches 
from it. 

10. Then follow various prayers and thanks- 
givings, sometimes a litany, &e., all from the 
pulpit. 

11. A psalm is then sung, during which the 
celebrant goes up again to the altar, and reads an 
exhortation very similar to that of the English 
office. 

12. Then turning to the people he says, 

Pr. '* The Lord be with you. Lift up your 

hearts." 
Ans. *' May God uplift our hearts." 

13. Then the priest, turning to the altar, says 
or sings the words of institution, 

" Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night when 
He was betrayed took bread," &c. 

(Mr. Gordon here makes the remark, " There 
are no rubrics here, and I am not sure whether 
the priest uses any, or what, manual actions. I 
believe none are used.'') 

14. After this is sung or said by the celebrant, 

" Holy, Holy, Holy," &c. 

15. '^Let us now pray, as our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself hath taught us, 

" Our Father," &c. 
. 16. TTien the priest, turning to the people, says, 
'* The Lord be with you." 
17. 7%e Communicants, arranged in four divi* 
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sions — ike married men and tfie married women, 
the single men and the single women — then ap- 
proach the altar, and the congregation — that is, 
the non-communicants — sing the Agnus Dei^ and, 
after it, an eucharisiic psalm, whilst the Sacra- 
ment is administered to each communicant, kneel- 
ing, with the words, viz., on administering first the 
bread, 

" Jesus Christ^ Whose Body thou receivest^ 
preserve thee to eternal life.'' 

Ans. ''Amen/' 

And then the chalice also to each, 

" Jesus Christ^ Whose Blood thou receivest, 
preserve thee to eternal life/' 

Ans. "Amen." 

18. WTien all have communicated, the priest, 
turned to the people, says, 

** The Lord be with you. 
*' Let us pray." 

And then, turning to the altar, says this Prayer 
of Thanksgiving : 

"We thank Thee, Almighty Father, Who 
hast instituted this Holy Supper, through Thy 
Son Jesus Christ, for our comfort and refresh- 
ment ; and, we pray Thee, grant us grace, so to 
celebrate Jesus' Remembrance on earth, that we 
may also be partakers of His great Supper in 
heaven. Amen." 

19. The priest then turns to the people, and says. 
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''Let us thank and praise the Lokd, Halle- 
lujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah/' 

The people answer, 

" Thanks and praise to the Lord, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah/' 

20. Lastly f the priest says, 

" Bow your hearts unto God, and receive the 
blessing." 

Upon which the Apostolic Blessing is prO" 
noimced, 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &c. 

IL In Denmark. 

At the time when Myles Coverdale was in Den- 
mark, ''the order taken for the due celebraticfti of 
the Holy Supper of the Lord'' was dififerent in 
the arrangement, and in several other respects, 
from that in Sweden, as above quoted. I shall 
endeavour to make these differences clear, by 
means of the figures which mark the correspond- 
ing parts of the two Liturgies, and by making 
such quotations from the Danish as will fill up 
what is merely alluded to in the synopsis I have 
given of the Swedish. I quote from Bishop Co- 
verdale's translation. 

1. " For thy better instruction, thou shalt un- 
derstand that the Blessed Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of our Lord, the worthy memorial of 
our redemption, is at no time denied to any 
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Christian man^ when God^s Word is truly 
preached^ if he lawfully require it. And as none 
doth minister it save the priest, which is the 
officer appointed thereto; so it is not ministered 
but when there be other present to receive it as 
well as the priest; . . . and because they may 
be the more fruitful partakers thereof, therefore 
on the Saturday, when the preaching is done (for 
every day they have a sermon), all such as are 
appointed in themselves to be partakers of the 
Lord's Supper come, one after another, to the 
priest, of whom they learn not only what the Sa- 
crament is, but the right use thereof; but also, 
they being repentant and sorry for their sins, and 
prof^sing amendment, receive there God's pro- 
mises for their absolution to the singular comfort 
of their conscience; and are exhorted by the 
priest to do against the morrow, as the holy 
Apostle Paul biddeth them ; that is, to try and 
examine, and prove themselves, whether they be 
content, unfeignedly in their hearts, to take better 
hold on the kingdom of God than they have done 
in times past ; to be more steadfast in faith and 
hope toward God and His promises ; to be more 
fervent in prayer and love toward God, and for 
His sake to show unfeigned love toward every 
man; to forgive heartily as they would be for- 
given; to mortify their flesh daily more and more, 
by reasonable abstinence and godly exercises of 
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the spirit^ and virtuous occupations of the body ; 
to be glad in distributing the works of mercy to 
the poor^ fee. And when the priest^ preacher^ or 
curate (for all is one thing) hath given every one 
tfais^ or such like exhortation^ and enjoined each 
one his penance according to his estate^ ... he 
committeth them to GrOD^ and the word of His 
grace^ and so they depart. 

2. '' On Sunday morning (at six of the clock in 
summer^ and seven in winter) the bell ringeth^ 
and the people prepare themselves to the church. 
At the choir door^ beside the Table of the Lord^ 
stand two good sober singing men^ which (com- 
monly a quarter of an hour before the sermon) 
begin a psalm^ and all the people^ both old and 
young, with one voice do sing with them. . . . 
But first, for the most part, they sing the Pater 
Noster in their mother tongue, and then the 
psalms, sometimes more, sometimes fewer, as the 
time requireth, but all in their own language. 
Now, when the clock smiteth (which is commonly 
seven in summer and eight in winter) the super- 
intendent or chief curate cometh into the pulpit, 
and, first of all, he wisheth unto his audience and 
to himself grace, mercy, and peace from the Fa- 
ther, through His Blessed Son Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. And to the intent that the people 
may be opened to the true understanding of the 
Cbspel which he is about to preach unto them, 
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he exhorteth them to call for help to the Holt 
Ghost. So after that the two foresaid men (or 
at least one of them) hath orderly begun, all the 
church foUoweth, and sing with one voice unto 
the Holt Ghost this song, Veni Sancte Spiritus, 
&c., or such another like it, in their mother 
tongue. Then the preacher taketh the Gospel of 
that present Sunday (or some other place of 
Scripture that he is appointed to declare), and 
expoundeth it clearly, by the other manifest 
places of the Bible, noting in it such lessons, such 
consolations, and such ensamples as are for the 
edifying of his audience. 

8. '^Then requireth he them to confess and 
knowledge their sins unto God with him, every 
man in his own conscience, and to say such^ or 
like words in his heart. The priest then says the 
confession, the people saying after him ; and 
when he hath made this confession in their name, 
he prayeth God, to be merciful unto them, to 
bless them, to shed the light of His countenance 
over them, and to have mercy on them. Then 
he giveth them this, or such like absolution, and 
saith, 'To all that repent,' &c. (See my last 
letter on Absolution, or Power of the Keys.) 

8. ** So after he hath wished the peace of God 
to his audience, he cometh down. Then all the 
congregation and church, in manner aforesaid, 
do sing the Greed or Belief^ in their own mother 
tongue. 
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11. '' When that is done^ the curate^ or else his 
eoadjutor, standeth up afore the Table of the 
LoRD^ and requireth all such as are appointed 
then to be partakers thereof to be well ware what 
they do^ and make a just account with themselves^ 
after what manner they have proved and tried their 
own consciences^ whether it be done unfeignedly 
and in an earnest manner, and whether they be 
at one with all men^ and so forth. If it be so 
indeed, he giveth God thanks for it. If no^ he 
prayeth them that they will think no shame to 
absent themselves from this holy Supper till the 
reconciliation be made^ lest they come to it un- 
worthily. And then he giveth this exhortation, 
or else another such like : ^ Dear friends, we are 
all baptized into the death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; wherefore, after Holy Baptism, we must 
all the days of our life fight and strive, in con- 
tinued battle and war, against sin, deaths and the 
devil ; and so bear about with us in our bodies 
the Passion and Death of our Lord Jesu, and 
must prove by experience that the enemies we 
have to do withal are neither weak nor feeble^ 
but mighty and valiant, to whose power men are 
naturally subdued^ so that upon earth there is 
none so mighty as to resist this power of darkness 
through his own strength ; so feeble and weak is 
all our ability in comparison thereof. For the 
which cause 6od hath ordained another power 
or kingdom^ in the which is righteousness and 
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life ; and through His Death and Blood hath He 
delivered us^ and brought us from sin to righ- 
teousness^ from death 40 life^ from the devil to 
God ; and hath included the kingdom of grace 
in the preachings believing^ and following of His 
Word ; which, being begun in the holy Chris- 
tianity, shall go forth until the last day, that wCi 
which receive, believe, and do after the same 
Word, by the merits of Christ our Redeemer 
and Savioub, should be, and continue for ever. 
His dear children and heirs of the kingdom of 
grace ; that is to say, of everlasting salvation : 
forasmuch as we, through faith, do eat continu- 
ally His Body and drink His Blood ; that is to 
say, abide in Him and He in us. To the intent 
now, that this so great goodness, declared by the 
Word of God, might daily among us be prac- 
tised, distributed, and exhibited ; therefore hath 
the gracious and merciful Lord Jesus instituted 
and ordained a remembrance of this. His won- 
derful work, and commanded that we, at His 
Supper in the Sacrament, should eat His very 
Body and drink His very Blood, whereby the 
hearts of all such as are faithful believers and 
fear God might be assured of this same grace of 
God and everlasting salvation.' 

12, 15. "Wherefore, in consideration of the 
same commandment and promise, lift up your 
hearts and say then with me in your prayer, ' O 
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Lord God our Father in heaven/ &c. (the 
LoRD^s Prayer^ with a sort of short running com- 
mentary on each petition) . 

13. " Then rehearseth he the words of the Holy 
Supper^ out of the three evangelists^ Matthew, . 
Mark, and Luke, and also out of S. Paul, 1 Cor. 
xi., saying, 'The Lord Jesus the same night,' 
&c. (Here, as in the Swedish Liturgy, nothing 
is said about manual acts.) 

14, 17. "This done, the whole church, in the 
manner above said, do sing a psalm or two of 
thanksgiving for this blessed Sacrament. And, 
in the mean season, they that are appointed then 
to sup with the Lord come soberly and with 
great reverence, one after another — the men first 
and then the women — to the Table of the Lord, 
when they, kneeling (one, I say, after another), 
receive at the hand of one of the priests the Sa- 
crament, in the form of bread : and then goeth 
he to the other end of the Table, and at the 
hand of another of the priests (which standeth 
there ready for the same purpose), he kneeleth 
down and receiveth it also, in the form of wine, 
and all the other following receiveth and doeth 
the same. 

18. " When this Holy Supper is done . . . one 
of the ministers standeth up, and exhorteth the 
people to give earnest thanks to God, with this 
or such a like prayer : • Lord God Almighty, 
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we thank Thee with all our hearts, that Thou 
hast fed our souls with the Body and Blood of 
Thy most dear Son. And we beseech Thee un- 
feignedly so to illuminate our minds with Thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may daily increase in 
strength of faith to Thee, in assuredness of hope 
in Thy promises, and ferventness of love towards 
Thee and our neighbours, to the glory and praise 
of Thy holy Name. Amen/ 

20. ** Thus the priest concludeth and endeth 
the office of this present mystery ; and blesseth 
the people, rehearsing these words of Scripture : 
Numb, yi., ' The Lord bless you and preserve 
you ; the Lord show His face to you, and have 
mercy on you ; the Lord turn His countenance 
to you and give you peace. Amen.^ 

" And so they depart.^ 
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Now, there is, beyond dispute, much that is 
extremely beautiful as well as truly Catholic in 
both these Liturgies, and the same might be said 

• 

of the Norwegian ; and yet, as Mr. Gordon re- 
marks, '^ although the Swedish is the most Ca- 
tholic and the least insufficient of the three, yet, 
were even the validity of the Swedish orders 
proven, and the creed of the Swedish Church or- 
thodox, it would be more than doubtful whether 
their Eucharistic Liturgy contained a prayer suffi- 
cient to a valid consecration.^^ 
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To any one who has turned his attention to 
liturgic studies^ it will be obvious that the defect 
of the Scandinavian Liturgies^ referred to by Mr. 
Gordon^ is in the prayer of consecration. If 
primitive tradition is to have any weighty this 
defect is of such moment as to cause the gravest 
doubts^ as his ExceUency remarks^ whether there 
is really^ by these Liturgies^ any valid consecra- 
tion of the elements. This is the more to be de- 
plored^ seeing there is so much in them which 
every Catholic-minded Christian must both ap- 
prove and admire. The deficiency here specified 
will at once be perceived^ if it is kept in mind 
that the consecration of the elements does not 
consist in a bare recital of the Catholic and Scrip- 
tural record of what is to be believed or done 
with respect to this mystery^ which is all that the 
Scandinavian Liturgies seem to embrace ; but in 
a faithful and careful observance of what our 
Lord ordained and commanded to be done, as 
oft as His death was thus shown forth. It is 
difficult to apprehend how the great spiritual 
change in the elements can be effected^ where 
Christ's ordinance and command are not duly 
regarded. As it is solely by His ordinance that 
life and strength are communicated to every 
living creature under the sun, and that, apart 
from this^ none such could exist ; so also is it by 
His Word and ordinance that bread and wine 
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become^ in the sense He meant tbem to be^ the 
Body and Blood of Christ ; and that the neces- 
sary spiritual life and efficacy are imparted to the 
lifeless and inefficacious elements of bread and 
wine. ^'It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing/^ 

Since the above was written, I have been fa- 
voured by his Excellency 6. J. R. Gordon with a 
brief but clear account of the Eucharistic Liturgy 
at present in use in the Danish Church. The 
Preface to this Liturgy is of date 1688, and from 
it we gather that the formulary has not been 
essentially altered since 1685^ when the '^ Den- 
marke Kirke Rituale'^ was authorized and pub- 
lished. The present Alter Bog is, however, less 
complete than the '^Bituale/^ being much less 
adequately provided with rubrics; and, indeed, 
all the forms it contains are especially short and 
incomplete. As far as one can judge, from a 
bare comparison of the present Liturgy with that 
preserved by Coverdale, and without more espe- 
cial evidence, it is clear that the ritualistic career 
of the Danish Church has been rather in a down- 
ward direction. 

The preparations for a worthy participation of 
the Holy Communion required by the Rituale of 
1685, are essentially the same as those mentioned 
by Coverdale ; and *^ it may be probably assumed/' 
says Mr. Gordon, ''that the preparations prescribed 
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by the Ritual of 1685 are still required ; but in 
the Alter Bog now in use^ not a word of the sort 
occurs/' 

The present book commences with the exhorta- 
tion : — ^^ In order, dearest friends, that you may 
rightly and worthily receive the most sacred Sa- 
crament, ye must specially know these two things 
— that is, What ye shall believe and do, Christ 
said these words : ' This is My Body which is 
given for you,' and ' This is My Blood which is 
shed for you, for the forgiveness of sins '/ and ye 
shall, therefore, perfectly believe that it verily is 
so, that Jesxjs Christ is here Himself present 
with His Body and Blood in the Sacrament, ac- 
cording to the meaning of His Word. Next, ye 
should also believe, from Christ's words, 'For 
the forgiveness of sins,' that Jesus Christ gives 
you His Body and Blood for a confirmation of 
the forgiveness of all your sins. Lastly, ye 
should also fulfil Christ's command when He so 
orders you, saying, ' Take and eat ;' also, ' Drink 
ye all of it ;' also, ' Do this in remembrance of 
Me.' For He has given us His Body and Blood 
to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins, and 
thereby to remember His holy Passion and Death, 
Therefore, if ye so believe these words of Christ, 
and do after His command, ye are rightly proved, 
as Paul says, and may worthily eat Christ's 
Body and drink His Blood, for the forgiveness of 



100 lAturgieB and Fomu of Warship 

sins. For this end^ may God the Father give 
you His grace^ with the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord ; and therefore let us pray^ saying, ' Our 
Father/ &c. 

And then^ without any rubric, as in the Bitual 
of 1685, the Alter Bog goes on uninterruptedly, 
''Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the same night in 
which He was betrayed/^ &c., (as in 1 Cor. zi. 
23—25.) 

Nor does the Alter Bog contain any rubric or 
directions with regard to manual acts ; but, after 
the words '' betrayed^' and " the same manner/^ 
there is an N.B., and on referring to the Ritual 
of 1685, we find a rubric directing that the priest, 
as he pronounces the words, " He took bread,'^ 
and '' He took the cup,^^ shall take the paten and 
the chalice respectively in his hand, and hold 
either till the words applying to it have been re- 
peated. '' It must be supposed,^^ says Mr. Gor- 
don, '' that this rubric is still in force ; as also 
the following, which also does not appear in the 
Alter Bog I 'When this is finished, the priest 
reverently takes, first, the paten with the blessed 
bread, and beginning from his right hand, dis- 
tributes it to those who are kneeling at the altar, 
giving to each a portion in his mouth, and say- 
ing while he gives it, This is Jesus' true Body. 
Afterwards the priest takes the cup, and distri- 
butes it in the same manner, holding it with his 
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hand whilst they drink it, and saying, This is 
Jesus' true Blood/ " 

These two forms of administration of the ele- 
ments follow, in the Alter Bog, immediately after 
the words of institution, without any intervening 
rubric. 

In the '* Rituale,'' immediately after the form 
of distribution, a long rubric is introduced, di- 
recting what is to be done when there is only one 
priest, and also when there are two priests pre- 
sent. This does not appear in the Alter Boff, 
which prescribes, immediately after the words of 
distribution, the following to be said by the 
priest : — ^'Tbe crucified and again arisen Christ 
Jbsus, Who has now fed and communicated to 
you His Body and Blood, by which He has made 
atonement for all your sins : may He strengthen 
and uphold you thereby, in a true faith, to ever- 
lasting life \" 

Here again the Alter Bog omits several rubrics 
and versicles, and the final blessing, which occur 
in the Bitual of 1685, abruptly concluding the 
service with this collect: "We thank Thee, 
Lord Almighty, everlasting God, for having re- 
freshed us with these blessed gifts. Now, we 
beg Thee, of Thy mercy, to grant that these same 
gifts may be to our good, to the strengthening of 
our faith in Thee, and to a burning love one to 
another, for Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord's 
sake. Amen,'^ ^^ 
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It is bot rights however^ to add what Mr. Gror- 
don says as to the probable filling up of the ob- 
Tioas defects of the present formulary : — '^ I 
think I am justified in assuming that the rubrics, 
in the Ritual of 1685, are still in force ; because 
there are none whatever in the AUer Boff, and 
some are evidently necessary, and because the 
Alter Bog commences, as I have said, by a Pre- 
face dated 1688/' 

The consciousness of the deficiencies in the 
present formularies is probably one great reason 
why the Scandinavians are manifesting symptoms 
of a desire for what they term '^ an older Liturgy,' ' 
and for a return to '' Apostolical Christianity.'' 
But I must not now enter on these and other 
points, having already encroached so very far on 
your space. 

I am, &c. 




LETTER VII. 

The Oedinaby Seevicb, and the Constitution of 
THE Scandinavian Chueches. 

I come now to speak of what we — with per- 
haps no very great propriety — would term " the 
ordinary or preaching service/^ In the Scandi- 
navian Churches^ the ancient and catholic prac- 
tice of celebrating the Holy Communion as the 
first and principal service seems to be still ob- 
served; after which the "ordinary service^' is 
performed. Mr. Brace in his ' Norse Folk' gives 
a brief account of both services. Being present 
on a Sunday at the church of Yossewangen^ one 
of the most retired valleys of Norway^ he says^ 
''It was an exquisitely beautiful summer morn- 
ing . . • • Early in the day^ the bonders of the 
neighbourhood^ the famed men of Yoss and their 
families^ began to pour in for the Sunday's ser- 
vice . « • The village was soon filled with sturdy- 
looking men in blue caps^ jacketSi and breeches^ 
and with women ia most singular costume. I 
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went early to church. Before the preaching ser- 
vice^ the Communion is partaken of^ and I found 
some hundred women and men gathered about 
the altar. There was on almost every face a very 
earnest and devout expression . . • • 

'^ At half-past eleven the other service began. 
The crowd of women; who had been sitting on the 
grass outside^ began to enter and take their places 
.... Each as she entered her seat kneeled to 
pray^ and then shook hands with all near her, 
even the strangers. It struck me as a beautiful 
token of their simple faith^ and of this^ the fes- 
tival of their religion — worship first, and then 
social feeling. The body of the church waa^ 
speedily crowded ^ . . • The exercises began by 
the clergyman's intoning a passage of Seriptuf6^ 
and uttering a short exhortation ; after whidi be 
made the sign of the cross over the audience^ 
Then a hymn was given out, the number of which 
had been already pkeed in large metallic letters 
on the walls. The singing was entirely congre* 
gational^ continuing through some thirty versed.' 
After this the clergyman ascended the pulpit and 
uttered a fervent prayer, apparently extempore ; 
then a collect, the sermon, prayer, and singing j 
and the people dispersed.^' (Pp. 95 — 97.) 

The portion of this service which is sung ap^ 
pears to consist prim;ipally of Hymns, ''The 
eomposers of these hymns, so much beloved in 
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Sweden/' says Mr. Brace^ *' are Spegel^ Swedberg, 
and Arrhenius^ of more ancient times ; and Wallin^ 
Franzen^ Geyer^ and others ctf modern/' 

Of the great — it may be said, the essential — ^ 
Value of these hymns, especially to the Swedish 
Ghtirch, we may form some estimate from the 
account of the present state of that Church by 
Mr. Newland in his ^ Forest Scenes in Norway and 
Sweden.' — " The Church of Sweden has become 
first political, then worldly, then Erastian ; and, 
at the same time, the enormous size of the parishes 
operates precisely as it does in Norway. The 
majority of the people are estranged from theii* 
Church through sheer ignorance of its doctrines— 
the prescribed forms of confirmation, communion, 
and so forth, being gone through as essentials 
ittther of civil promotion than of eternal salvation. 
It is not a matter of surprise, therefore, that, year 
after 3rear, the Swedish Church is losing some 
portion of her chnrchmanship, and degenerating 
Biore and more every day into a mere establish-^ 
ment. At this point it would have arrived long 
ago, had it not been for Archbishop Wallin, who, 
not only a sound divine, which most of the edu- 
cated clergy are, but by far the greatest poet 
modem Sweden has produced, has embodied the 
doetrines of the Church in a series of hymns, 
which now form part of the Church Service, under 
the name of 'Bede Psalmer.' To which little 
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book^ unpretending as it is^ the people owe nearly 
all the very small acquaintance with the doctrines 
of their Church which they possess/^ (Pp. 180, 
190.) 

It will be observed that this, the preaching or 
ordinary, service partakes much of the character 
of Presbyterian worship; while the Hogmasse 
service is, generally speaking, formed on a model 
decidedly primitive and Catholic. This is charac- 
teristic of the Scandinavian Churches, which, in 
many respects, retain a purely Catholic aspect; 
while in others they exhibit the most marked fea- 
tures of Protestantism. Were these peculiarities 
properly balanced, the picture would be one which 
might command very decided admiration. The 
framework, both in doctrine and in worship, car- 
ries us back in idea to primitive and purely catholic 
times ; the. working out of the system is ever re- 
minding us of a Reformation in a decidedly modern 
and Lutheran direction, hymns and extempore 
prayers often occupying the place of the chants 
and well-known prayers of the ancient rituals. 
Still, with due and submissive regard to what was 
first in the Christian Church, the Scandinavian 
services might very easily be made at once both 
catholic and popular. 

I shall now say something of the constitution 
and state of the Scandinavian Churches. 

The constitution and state of the Church of 



of the Scandinavian ChurcheB, 107 

Sweden may be described in the first place ; and 
afterwards the points in which the Norwegian and 
Danish Churches differ from it may be noted. 

"The Swedish Church/' says Mr. Brace (p. 
308)^ "is even more than united to the State. 
The two are^ as it were^ parts of one whole^ so that 
in communal matters it is difficult to distinguish 
the one from the other. All public actions are 
celebrated with churchly ceremonies — the crown- 
ing of the king^ the opening of Parliament^ the 
sitting of the general courts the giving of univer- 
sity degrees, and the consecration of schools. The 
whole school system is under the care and guid- 
ance of the Church. The religious instruction in 
all schools is always Lutheran^ and every academic 
term is opened with a theological examination. 
All office-holders must belong to the Lutheran 
Church ; all garrisons^ hospitals^ and asylums, all 
forces of the nation, by land or by sea^ must have 
Lutheran chaplains, and shall hold daily religious 
services. In Sweden^ it is the parish, not the 
commune, which has the local government. The 
clergyman is^ in fact, the governor of his little 
district ; and a council of the freeholders, mem- 
bers of the Churchy manage with him all the 
woridly affairs. Baptism and Confirmation are 
made indispensable to holding office^ or even to 
civil rights ; and the punishments of the Church 
have the weight of legal penalties.^' 
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In corroboration of what is bere stated^ tbe fol- 
lowing singular facts may be adduced from Mr. 
Newland's ' Forest Scenes :' '' A man would lose 
his character at once^ and would be shunned by 
his acquaintance as a hopeless reprobate^ if be 
neglected Confirmation or the Lord's Supper. 
Nothings indeed^ is more common than to see an 
advertisement, ' Wanted a confirmed cook or house- 
maid f which advertisement in no way relates to 
the capacities of the servant, but simply to her 
age, it being taken for granted that a person of a 
certain age must have been confirmed. Indeed, 
the legislature interferes with this : few offices can 
be held by unconfirmed people, or by those who 
are not communicants ; and the legislature is only 
the interpreter of public opinion/' (P. 173.) 

Mr. Brace goes on to say — ^*'The Swedish 
Church cannot be called an Episcopal Church, 
nor altogether a Presbyterian or Congregationid^ 
The best authorities describe it as originally Epis- 
copal in form, but now more nearly approaching 
the latter Churches.'' As it is very obvious that 
Mr. Brace is not a churchman himself, this state-^ 
ment, it is possible, should be taken cum nota ; 
but that there may be some slight ground for 
what he says, there can be no reasonable doubt. 

He goes on : '^ Greater freedom exists within. 
it than within the Norwegian. It holds^ in the 
main, the congregational right of selecting ila 
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owD clergymen^ though the field of choice is limited 
by the consistory/' (P. 809.) 

Mr. Newland remarks that *' the weakness of 
the Swedish Church lies in its peculiar connection 
with the State, which is perpetually involving it 
in secular politics, and as perpetually taking from 
its spiritual character. This defect existed before 
the Reformation just as it does now ; and then^ 
«8 now, formed its element of weakness. Then 
the Bishops were treated with by contending 
sovereigns as the most influential barons ; now 
they are tampered with as the most influential 
politicians. Sweden is governed by a king and 
four houses of Parliament — the nobles, the clergy^ 
the burghers, and the peasants ; and a bill pass- 
ing any three of these houses becomes the law of 
the land. But though the houses are of equal 
authority^ the value of individual votes must vary 
inversely as the numbers of which these houses 
are composed. For instance, the house of the 
nobles contains about 1500 members, and the 
house of the clergy 80. The value of any single 
ecclesiastic's vote is, therefore^ eighteen times 
greater than that of any nobleman's vote. The 
e£fect of this has been precisely the same as the 
more arbitrary nature of the Norwegian reforma- 
tion." (P. 190.) 

Mr. Carlson, in his letter to Mr. Perceval, gives 
a clear and succinct account of the "power of 
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legislation and jurisdiction in causes ecclesiastical 
and spiritual^ which has been preserved by the 
constitution of Sweden to the Bishops and clergy/' 
'^ All the Bishops and pastor primarius of Stock- 
holm are^ by virtue of their offices^ members of 
the clergy at the diet, which is held every five 
years ; the other members of the clergy, being in 
all fifty-seven, are delegates elected from among 
the rectors in every diocese, chosen by their bro- 
ther rectors, and paid by them during their stay 
at the diet.^ The principal ecclesiastical causes 
which are brought before the diet are alterations 
in the Church law, new enactments relating to 
the Church, and in particular such questions where 
money from the treasury is wanted. Synods are 
held in every diocese at the pleasure of the Bishop, 
and they last three days. The Synod is highly 
important for the welfare of the Church, and the 
idea of the same may be considered under the fol- 
lowing heads, viz. : — 1. To promote learning and 

^ Mr. Carlson, in a document drawn up in 1859 for the 
information of the Bishop of Ohio, gives a more specific ac- 
count of the constitution of the clerical chamher in the diet :— - 
** In legislation the clergy take an important part, hy sending 
delegates to the diet, at which they constitute the second order. 
This is formed of twelve Bishops and forty-five pastors ; two 
professors from the Universities of Upsal and Lund, and two 
professors from the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm. Of 
these, all are elected save the Bishops and one of the pastors 
— pastor primarius of Stockholm — who was summoned hy the 
king." 
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literature among the clergy. For this purpose 
' Disputationes Theologise et Orationes^ are held 
every day during the Synod in the Latin language, 
and the junior members of the clergy are examined 
in theological matters by the vice-prseses of the 
Synod. Each day commences by a service in the 
cathedral .... 2. To promote good order and 
uniformity, as regards the whole Church adminis- 
tration within the diocese. To this end, the pre- 
sent state of every parish is carefully examined 
according to the previous reports of the arch- 
deacons, and the personal statements of the mem- 
bers of the Synod particularly relating to the 
religious instruction of the people in general. 
Alterations and improvements in such things, 
which need not to be brought before the diet, are 
considered, and adopted or rejected after plurima 
vota. 3. For the decision of divers secular and 
pecuniary affairs which exclusively belong to the 
diocese ; as, for instance, how to maintain widows 
and orphans of the clergy, and so on. The Bishop 
presides at these deliberations, and he closes the 
Synod by delivering his charge to the clergy. 

" The ecclesiastical courts in Sweden are the 
chapters of the dioceses. Every question con- 
cerning the Church and the clergy in their minis- 
terial capacity must be brought before the chapter 
and decided there in the first instance. The 
Bishop presides in the chapter ; he is entitled to 
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two votes in some cases, and in every question 
the casting vote belongs to him. The other 
members are, the dean (who presides in the ab- 
sence of the Bishop) and six or seven lectores at 
the Gymnasium (Professors of the College) of the 
diocese, of whom at least three are clergymen en- 
dowed with prebends/' 

Mr. Brace in his account of the Swedish Par- 
liament says, " The House of Clergy is very much 
under the royal influence. Gae-third of the liv- 
ings are either in the gift of the Crown, or of 
patrons who are closely connected with the govern- 
ment. The archbishop is appointed by the king 
from candidates proposed. The Bishops, as has 
already been mentioned, are selected by the same 
authority under certain conditions, and the re- 
mainder of the clergy are naturally much in- 
fluenced by the wishes of the government, holding, 
as it does, the highest patronage in its hands. 
The king, also, has the power of absolute veto on 
all bills which affect the change or the forming of 
ecclesiastical laws. The rectors alone are chosen 
as members by the congregation, from the three 
proposed by the consistory.*' (P. 311.) 

The following excerpts, from a conversation be- 
tween Mr. Brace and a pastor in Smaland, will 
throw light on another feature of the state of the 
Church in Sweden. A bonder or farmer had a 
case pending before the judge. Either there was- 



t)f the Scant^navian Churches. lli 

but one witness, or the testimony was of a doubtful 
character. The judge^ not being satisfied, sent 
the bonder, as is customary in such cases, to the 
pastor, to make oath with respect to the doubtful 
point. "That is, before the final sentence, he 
sends him to his clergyman, and after being in- 
structed in the nature of an oath, he takes a most 
solemn oath that he is not guilty. If he refuses 
to receive the oath from his pastor, it is strong 
presumptive evidence in the mind of the judge 
that he is guilty. If he takes it, and is afterwards 
proved guilty, he is liable to greater punishment.^' 
" I asked,*' says Mr. Brace, " what has the clergy- 
man to do with the law V^ " It is entirely con- 
sistent,** the clergyman answered : '^ you are to 
remember that, with us, the State and the Church 
are one. The judge and the pastor are both 
officials in the same organization. The sanctions 
of religion are to be applied to the courts of jus- 
tice as much as to the more immediate institutions 

of religion The State commences as a 

Christian state. It demands that all its members 
shall be Christians. For this purpose it enacts 
that all who wish to be citizens shall pass through 
the outward rites of our sacred religion. Every 
one must be baptised. Then, for the same reason, 
it requires that every one shall be instructed and 
approved by the pastor, and confirmed in Chris- 
tian doctrine. If he cannot show evidence of this 

I 
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instruction in his Schien (confirmation papers)^ he 
is presumed not to be worthy of the privileges of 
citizenship." (P. 259.) 

In further elucidation of this point I may quote 
from 'The Ecclesiastical Encyclopaedia/ (London: 
Griffin^ Bohn^ & Co.^ 1862) : '^ Baptism must be 
performed on every child^ within eight days after 
birth^ under pain of civil penalties to the parents 
neglecting this rite. Confirmation takes place on 
examination^ about the age of fourteen^ at the 
hands of the minister, in the presence of the con- 
gregation. The Lord's Supper must be con- 
tinually partaken of as one indispensable quali- 
fication for the enjoyment of civil rights and 
privileges. Disprove the participation during the 
previous year in the case of any individual^ and 
his evidence in a court of justice is rejected.^' 

The relationship between the Church and State 
in Denmark seems to be very similar to that in 
Sweden and Norway. In an article entitled 
' Church Life in Denmark/ which appeared in the 
' British and Foreign Evangelical Review' for Ja- 
nuary^ 1864^ we find pretty clear evidence of this. 
''In regard to the government and constitution 
of the Danish Churchy like the sister Churches 
' of Sweden and Norway^ its government is Epis- 
copal^ and its constitution connects it closely 
with the State According to the funda- 
mental law of 1849^ which is the basis of the new 
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political and ecclesiastical constitution, ' the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church is the Danish National 
Church, and^ as such^ must be supported by the 
State/ every other religious body^ nevertheless^ 
receiving the most perfect toleration. It is to the 
credit of the Churchy and additional proof of re- 
newed life among her clergy and her people^ that^ 
since 1849^ she has been engaged in constant 
struggle for autonomy and spiritual independence. 
At present the relationship of the Church to the 
State is singularly imperfect and unsatisfactory. 
The Church is in no way separated from the State : 
it possesses no self-government ; on the contrary^ 
it is nothing more under the constitutional regime 
than it was formerly under the absolute monar- 
chical regime — viz., a State Church. It is a na- 
tional Church indeed^ but, at the same time, a 
State Church ; for the State governs and controls 
all ecclesiastical legislation. The Church has not 
yet succeeded in establishing a common constitu- 
tion to embrace the whole monarchy ; while in 
the kingdom of Denmark proper — that is, in the 
islands and Jutland — the ties which have hitherto 
held the Church and State together are becoming 
loosened more and more. In fact, there is a 
strong tendency at the present moment in Den- 
mark to the complete severance of Church and 
State, and many who desiderate ecclesiastical 
autonomy and spiritual independence are scarcely 
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disinclined to make the sacrifice^ in order that 
they may obtain privileges of such permanent im- 
portance. 

^^The Scandinavian Convocations or Synods 
(Itirkemoder) deserve special mention as an in- 
teresting and important fact in the recent eccle- 
siastical history of Denmark and the other northern 
kingdoms. The first of them met at Copenhagen 
in 1857, and since then, they have assembled every 
second year, and alternately in Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway. They are attended by numbers of the 
whole Scandinavian clergy and laity, and have for 
their object the discussion of all matters affecting 
the common religious interests of the entire north.*' 

Frederick Hammerich, Professor of Church 
History in the University of Copenhagen, and 
one of the most distinguished members of the 
Ktrkemode, in a speech in that Synod two years 
ago, remarked, '' Either must the northern Church 
be national, or we can have no true Church at 
all.** In accordance with this statement is the 
remark of the writer of the article in the ' British 
and Foreign Evangelical Review;' "As regards 
Denmark, its Church and the religious life of its 
inhabitants are, to all intents and purposes, syn- 
onymous expressions. The Danish Church is, 
what the Danes glory in styling it, a Folke Kirke 
— a people*s Church, in the literal sense of the 
phrase. Denmark has never been a soil favour- 
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able to the growth of dissent and the development 
of separatism. Even now, when complete reli* 
gious freedom has supplanted the intolerance of 
the past and forms a fundamental principle of the 
Danish constitution^ the Danes evince no special 
desire to quit^ in any combination of circum- 
stance^^ <;^e pale of the national establishment \ 
OS, even while remaining in connection with it^ tp 
cultivate a sectarian spirit. Dissenting congrega* 
tions do indeed exist^-Roman Catholic^ Baptii^tj 
and others — but they are altogether spasmodici 
few in number, and uninfluential in character; 
while the National Churchy from the reviving lif^ 
and earnestness of more especially its younger 
pastors, may be considered as progressively root-i 
ing itself deeper and furmeir in the affections of the 
people . ... In Denmark^ what is best and 
truest, what is at wee mo^t genuine and mosit 
comprehensive, of religious life aqaong her people, 
clusters closely round the National Church, and 
derives from its prin^iplea and worship all real 
worth and significance." 

We niay now form a tqjerably clear and accurate 
notion of the constitution pf the Scandinavian 
Churches, and of their peculiar relationship to the 
several states with which they are respectively 
connected. Whether this relationship would l^ 
favourable or adversie to the negotiations and need- 
ful reforms preparatory to intercommunion with 
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the British and American branches of the Church 
Catholic^ it is not easy to determine. That it 
would render negotiations with the State as well 
as with the Church necessary seems probable^ and 
this might prove detrimental to free ecclesiastical 
action; stilly from the spirit which seems to be 
abroad in the northern Churches— a spirit pervad- 
ing the laity as well as the clergy^ leading them to 
fall back on primitive testimony, and to investi- 
gate first principles in matters ecclesiastical and 
doctrinal — it is possible that the State might be 
as favourable as the Church to enter on negotia- 
tions for intercommunion on a purely catholic and 
Scriptural basis ; and were this to be the case^ the 
measures for agreement might really be furthered 
by the friendly interposition of the State. Poli- 
tics might and Ought to be wholly excluded from 
the discussions. The kingdom of C hrist is meant 
to embrace all the kingdoms of the earth ; yet the 
affairs of a kingdom which^ properly speakings is 
not of this world, need not and ought not to be 
essentially mixed up with the secular affairs^ the 
peculiar objects^ of the kingdoms of the earth. 
Hence there need not^ because of peculiar rela- 
tionships between the Church and the State, be 
necessarily any real obstacle to negotiations for 
the furtherance of ecclesiastical intercommunion 
through the length and breadth of Christendom. 

I am^ &c« 




LETTER VIII. 

Influence op the Scandinavian Churches on 
THE Life and Fbinciples of theib Membebs. 

Sib, 

Having given a brief account of the Scandi- 
navian churches^ — their creeds, liturgies, orders, 
and connection with the State, — I come now to 
say something of the influence they have had 
on the principles and morals of their members. 
As a pure faith is the very life and principle of 
a right practice, so the creeds^ liturgies^ and 
priesthood of the Church are the means through 
which the doctrines and mysteries of the Gospel 
are made available to the salvation of the world ; 
the means, in other words^ through which men are 
to be regenerated, made children of God by adop- 
tion^ and daily renewed by the Spirit, through our 
Lord Jesus Chbist. Hence the necessity of the 
means being those which Christ ordained^ which 
His Apostles and Evangelists established and also 
recorded in the written Word, and which His 
Church, in her earliest and purest days, heartily 
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received and faithfully administered; otherwise, 
the blessed effects which the doctrines and ordi- 
nances of the Son of God were meant to pro- 
duce on the spiritual life and conversation of 
the world are hardly to be expected. It is not 
that the Church, in all her integrity and purity, 
as the pillar and ground of the truth, will not 
often fail^ through the coldness of her members 
and the wickedness of the world, to produce that 
life of righteousness and holiness which should 
mark all who have been baptized into her com- 
munion. Even our Lord^s all-powerful word and 
s-potleas example failed to convert the hardened 
and the impenitent. But when we are aware that 
there i^re certain alleged defects in the Scandina- 
vian Churches, both in tJik^ii; system and in their 
modQ of carrying it out, we are justified in in- 
quiring into the i?e»uUs, a9 manifested in the Uvea 
^d principles of their members. 

Those who have written on Scandinavian mo^ 
rality have generally spoken in terms sufficient!; 
disheartening. In '^A Personal Nanrative of a 
Journey through Norwiyr^ and part of Sweden^ 
and the Inlands and Statea of Denmark/^ about 
the years 1827 and 1828, by i^ gentleman^ who 
writes und^r the name of Derwent Conway, and 
which wi^ published in '^ Conatahle^s MisceU 
lany,^^ we find the following brief account of the 
state of religion in Norway : '^ The Catholic faith. 
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introduced by Olaf at the point of the sword^ had 
a long and arduous struggle with the relics of 
pagnnism^ whose superstitions even now continue 
to have a strong hold upon the minds of the 
people^ especially on the western coasts and in the 
inland districts. The Christianity that existed in 
Norway down to the middle of the last century, 
was merely nominal^ combining the vices of igno- 
rance and the delusions of an erroneous worship, 
with the idolatries of a hideous mythology/* (Pp. 
140, 141.) "The cities and towns of Norway, 
fiK>m the geographical position of the country and 
the little intercourse with strangers, ought cer- 
tainly to be able to boast as pure a morality as 
Sweden, a country more connected with surround* 
ing nations ; but I have reason to believe, that 
the standard of morals is consid^ably higher in 
Sweden than in Norway : and with respect to the 
comparative attention which is paid by the in- 
habitants of Norway and Sweden to the public 
ordinances of religion and to the observance of 
Sunday — no bad criterions of the morals of a 
people — I can state with certainty, that Norway 
is very far behind the sister country. » * • I con- 
fine these observations entirely to towns ; for in 
the interior zeal is occasionally to be found among 
the pastors, and a disposition to profit by it on 
the part of the people.'' (P. 139.) 

The sins of drunkenness and licentiousnesi^ 
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prevailed^ till of late^ to a fearful extent in Scan- 
dinavia. ^'The average of crime/* writes Mr. 
Newlandy pp. 102, 103, '^ is very high in Norway 
—perhaps higher than in any other country 
known, and particularly crimes of violence. This 
may be accounted for partly by their wonderful 
drunkenness, and partly by the very inefficient 
state of the Church and the almost total absence 
of the religious element in an education which is 
artificially forced by state enactments. In Norway, 
there is a very great disproportion between intel- 
lect and religion.'* This writer thus accounts for 
the prevalence of drunkenness : " Every landed 
proprietor has a right to a private still ; the duty 
is a farthing a gallon. ... I do not happen to 
know what may be the return for Sweden ; but for 
Norway, it is somewhat over five million gallons 
a year; . • and this, as the population does not 
come up to a million and a half, gives three and 
a half gallons, per Christian, to every man, woman, 
and child in the country.** 

In an Appendix to his " Norse Folk,** Mr. 
Brace furnishes us with statistical tables, from 
official reports. In these, the proportion of ille- 
gitimate to legitimate births is stated, and cer- 
tainly the record, on this head, is equally discre- 
ditable to those countries as that on drunkenness. 
In Norway, in the group included under " Up- 
per Bomerike, Osterdal, Hedemark, and Gud- 
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brandsdal/^ the proportion is highest^ amounting 
to 65 or 66 per cent. ; that under ^' Mendal^ Lis- 
ter^ and Dalecarlia/^ being the lowest^ amounting 
to about \\\ per cent. (P. 848.) 

In Sweden^ the state of morality is not very 
inuch better. In 1850^ the proportion of illegiti- 
mate children in Stockholm^ according to Mr. 
Brace^ was about 45 per cent.^ in the other cities 
about 20 per cent. ; while in the rural districts it 
ireached 70 per cent. (P. 854.) 

Now^ although this depressing state of morality 
may be^ and probably is^ partly owing to the un- 
catholic teaching of the doctrine of justification 
by faith alone^ without due prominence being 
given to the equally important doctrine^ that true 
justifying faith is not a dead, but a living principle 
productive of the fruits of the Spirit, and over- 
coming both the world and the flesh ; and partly 
also to the — ^to say the least — imperfect form of 
consecrating the Blessed Sacrament of the Lord^s 
Supper ; and to the doubtful continuity, and — as 
far as Denmark and Norway are concerned — the 
complete breach of the chain of Apostolic sacer- 
dotal succession ; although one and all of these 
are probably, more or less, the causes of the low 
state of morality in the Scandinavian kingdoms, — 
that is to say, if we are really to believe in a real 
and continued alliance between the Divine grace^ 
and the Divine ordinances; yet, in justice, it must 
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be admitted^ that the Church is not so much to 
blame as the State^ for the low moral eondition of 
the northern kingdoms. 

The following extracts from Mr. Newland's 

^' Forest Scenes^' will establish this point : ^' It 

may fairly be said/^ he says, ''that there is no 

country in the world in which the standard of 

popular education is so high, and the standard of 

popular morality is so low^ — where the respect 

for religion is so very great^ and the ignorance of 

religion so very profound^ as it is in Norway. 

Sweden may be second in this paradox^ but Nor* 

way is by far the first. It is not difficult to 

account for both these phenomena. Few coun<p 

tries su£fered more extensive Church spoliation in 

the good old Beformation times than Norway and 

Sweden; and when,, after that convulsion^ men 

began to gather up the fragments^ they had to 

choose between an ill-paid clergy^ whose sociid 

position would be inferior to that of almoat all 

their parishioners, and a sufficiently paid clergji 

with enormous and unmanageable parishes. They 

c^ose the l,atte^. • . . They grouped the parishea 

into districts, few of which were under ten or twelve 

miles long, and wide in proportion; some very 

much larger, and one more than a hundred milea 

in length. These districts are a collected group of 

parishes, whose churches are still kept up under 

the name of Amexkyrker, and service is ooca- 
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sionally performed in them^ as a sort of protest 
of their right. ... In a country where there is 
so much ceremonial, so much that speaks to the 
understanding of the uneducated by speaking to 
their eye^ it is impossible but that the externals 
of religion should be respected/ . . but from the 
enormous size of the parishes, the externals are 
all thatr can possibly come to the majority of the 
people. The Scandinavian Church, learned as its 
individual ministers may be, is not the teacher of 
the people, nor can it be ; no man can teach over 
fifty miles of country. Education, on the other 
hand, there is plenty of, such as it is ; for, not 
only do the frost-bound winters give plenty of 
opportunity, but the Church is the Establishment^ 
and the laws of the land are such as to make 
reading and writing necessary to all. At the 
same time this education is absolutely secular ; it 
has nothing to do with the doctrines of religion, 
and, consequently, nothing with the morals of 
the people, except to increase their power of doing 
anything. Knowledge with them, as with all 
others, is power ; but disjoined from religion, this 
is generally the power of doing wrong.^- (Pp. 
174, 175.) 

It is not that the clergy are not faithful and 
laborious, but that the parishes are so large as to 
render it simply impossible for the pastors to over- 
take the duties. One case out of many, and that 
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not the worsts may be cited. Mr. Brace asked 
a pastor^ in the district of the Fille-Fjeld^ the 
number of people in his parish : " About 2900, 
the pastor said^ and we have five churches. But/' 
he continued^ '^ this is easy work to what I have 
had in my life. Once I used to have a journey 
of thirty-five English miles on every holy Sab- 
bath day, — fourteen on the water, and fourteen 
over mountains, where snow was two or three 
feet deep, and then I would find three hundred 
poor people waiting to receive the Sacraments.'^ 
(P. 110.) 

Mr. Newland bears testimony to the same state 
of things. " My parish,^' said the pastor, " was 
originally six : these have been thrown together 
under one. If I had half-a-dozen curates, the 
parish could not be visited, nor the annex-kyrker 
properly served ; for, in former times, it sup- 
ported six priests and six deacons : so, what one 
cannot do at all, one soon ceases to distress one- 
self about. The work is not done, cannot be 
done, and no one expects it to be done.'' (P. 
185.) 

It is no great wonder, therefore, that com- 
plaints of the treatment which the Church re- 
ceives from the State are everywhere heard 
throughout the country. Her efforts are crip- 
pled, her energies paralyzed, her powers over- 
taxed : hence it would be altogether unreasonable 
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to expect ber to render the full tale of bricks 
whilst straw for making them is denied her. 

But if the immorality of her members was 
formerly so notoriously low^ it is but due to her 
to state^ that since the time when she exhibited 
signs of reviving life^ all who have visited the 
country^ or written of the state of its inhabitants^ 
are unanimous in their testimony as to a decided 
change for the better. Within the last ten years 
drunkenness is greatly diminished^ and^ in most 
of the parishes^ there is not now^ in proportion^ 
one illegitimate child where formerly there were 
five. 

It must be allowed that^ even during the period 
of the greatest amount of drunkenness and licen- 
tiousness^ there were other features in the habits 
of the Scandinavian nations^ mentioned by the 
same writers^ so different^ that it is not a very 
easy matter to reconcile the two together. The 
regard manifested for the ordinances of religion 
and the ritual requirements of the Church is not 
less encouraging than the former were distress- 
ing. "Perhaps/' says Mr. Newland, "one of 
the most remarkable features of the country is 
the respect and reverence which all classes pay to 
their churches, combined with the very little 
effect which religion has on their conduct. Nor- 
wegians will face all sorts of weather, in order to 
be present at the Hogmasse of Sunday. Large 



138 Ir^luence of the Scandinavian Ckonrehes 

sums of money — that is to say^ large in com- 
parison with the wealth of the parishes — are 
spent upon their churches^ which are always in 
perfect repair^ and always most carefully swept^ 
and trimmed with rushes or green twigs. . . . 
The mere visitor in Norway would speak of the 
very religious habits of the people. They cer- 
tainly are a people of religious habits^ and will 
continue to be so as long as the externals of reli- 
gion are preserved with a magnificence and cere- 
monial sufficient to keep up their reverence ; but 
they are merely a people of religious habits — 
they are not a people of religious feelings. The 
marriage between faith and works with them has 
been dissolved by Act of Parliament ^ and neither 
their faith nor their works are the better for it.^' 
(Pp. 173, 175.) 

There are many other things in the manners 
and customs of the Norse-folk which lead us to 
form a highly favourable notion of the deeply- 
rooted religious principle in the Scandinavian 
mind, and to conclude that were the Church — 
while retaining her grand^ appropriate ceremonial 
— to be restored, in doctrine, liturgy, and com- 
mission, to her primitive purity and integrity, 
and then so fostered by the State, as to be able 
to carry out her system with energy and effect, 
the grace and power of the Spirit would, no 
doubt, rest upon her \ and the result on the inner 
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principles, no less than on the outward practice 
of her members, would be most gratifying. 

Take the following account of a scene on a 
Sunday morning: — "It wanted some time to 
service, but there were scattered here and there 
about the churchyard several parties, who had 
already been for some time on the ground. Sun- 
day as it was, they had brought with them their 
garden tools and their water-pots, and their 
baskets of plants or papers of seeds, and had 
tucked up their smart embroidered petticoats or 
turned back their shirt-sleeves, according to their 
sex, and were busily employed about the graves. 
These were not oblong mounds of turf, like the 
graves in our English churchyards; but raised 
borders with iron edging, and were, for the most 
part, pictures of neat and tidy gardening. Wild 
flowers, very often, were all that grew there ; little 
blue gentianellas, or lilies of the valley, such as 
might be met with anywhere in the open field ; 
more often than all, that innocent white trailer, 
the anthemis cotula, which they call Baldur^s eye- 
brow, and to which they attach a peculiar sanc- 
tity. But, even if they were wild, they always 
bore the traces of care and cultivation. ... In 
no place does the Norwegian appear to so great 
advantage as when busied about the graves of his 
family. These are cared for by all who cherish 
the memory of the dead, as their occupants would 

K 
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be were they still on earth. Appointments are 
often made among distant members of a family, 
and little parties are arranged to meet at the 
grave of a eommon relative : the first object of all 
these is invariably to trim its flowers. These are 
not sad or solemn meetings; they are rather 
joyful re-unions, much as if the families were 
visiting the house of their relation instead of his 
grave. They are not even dressed in mourning, 
for their meetings are continued long after the 
time of mourning is passed : it is a sort of sober 
festivity. Much of the good that exists in the 
Norwegian character — their family affection, their 
patriotism, their attachment to their native country 
throughout all their wanderings — may be traced 
to their graves.^^ (Newland, pp. 177, 178.) 

Derwent Conway, speaking of this practice, 
says : ^* There is something consolatory in a visit 
to a cemetery, where I find, at every step, the 
record of existing ties between the living and the 
dead. • . «* Death brings oblivion to the living as 
well as to the dead ; but when we see the graves 
of those who have been separated for years strewn 
with the flowers of yesterday, we have evidence 
that death has not altogether dissolved tbe ties of 
affection.'' (Pp. 153, 154.) 

Again, that the regard for purity is not so 
weak in Scandinavia as the dark accounts to 
iirhich I have already referred would lead one to 
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suppose^ and which the law of the country^ and 
not any remissness on the part of the Churchy 
with regard to marriage^ is calculated to perpe- 
tuatCi I think we may fairly deduce from the 
following custom^ which seems to be prevalent in 
Norway^ and is mentioned by almost every writer 
who has visited the country. *'Two rowing 
boats/' writes Derwent Conway, *' were gliding 
over the water full of gaily dressed country people. 
My companion immediately knew it to be a wed- 
ding party. The party was going to a church 
higher up the lake. . . . The first thing that 
struck me was the gilded coronal upon the head 
of one of the women. She was the bride ; and, 
in almost every part of Norway, if the marriage 
be amongst the country people, the bride inva- 
riably wears a gilded crown, made of some kind 
of stiff paper. This is, as far as I could learn, 
meant as a symbol of chastity ; and I have since 
heard of instances in which the crown has been 
torn from the head of a bride, who was known to 
have no just title to wear it.'' (P. 105.) 

Mr. Brace, in describing a country congrega- 
tion at Leksand in Dalecarlia, mentions the head-- 
dresses of the women, which, it would appear, 
have something about them as significant to the 
initiated as the wedding coronal. '^The sight 
yesterday morning (Sunday) was one of the most 
impressive I ever saw. I rose at half-past six, in 
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a cool, brilliant summer morniBg, and the people 
were even then beginning to straggle into the 
great churchyard. ... At seven a fleet of boats 
from various parts of the lake were plashing and 
ploughing through the water, all directed towards 
one point, and pulling with regular, strong beat, 
as in a boat-race. At one time I counted thirty- 
one large boats, with thirty or forty people in 
each. They were all in costume, and the boats 
glistened with white and red, as if it were some 
festal procession. As each struck the land, it 
emptied itself of the brilliantly dressed party— 
the women in broad white head-dresses, or in red, 
and with red bodices; the men wearing long 
black coats, reaching to the feet, and black ' Kos- 
suth hats/ sometimes with embroidery on their 
shoulders. . . . The head-dresses have their pe- 
culiar meaning, and are almost a police in them- 
selves. The maidens wear simple coloured bands, 
the hair braided in a kind of coronal ; the wives^ 
white caps ; those in mourning, or about to join 
in the Communion, pointed white, flat, triangular 
head-tires; and those who have children, un- 
married, still another kind of white decoration^ 
which betrays them to the whole community, and 
is one of the strong safeguards against licentious- 
ness.'^ (Pp. 195, 196.) 

Another feature of the Scandinavian character 
which it is difficult to believe not to be the result 
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of a deep religious principle, and therefore an 
evidence of the influence of the Church over her 
members, is brought prominently into view by 
Derwent Conway in the following passage: — 
*' In passing along the Swedish roads the traveller 
frequently sees a charity- box fixed by the way- 
side; and it is a beautiful trait in the character of 
the nation — worth all their records of glory and 
deeds of arms — that there is no instance of one 

of these boxes being plundered As to 

honesty, I think it may be safely averred that 
Sweden is the most remarkable of any of the 
European nations. For this virtue, doors are 
constantly left upon the latch. Horse-stealing and 
sheep -stealing are utterly unknown. Of sacrilege 
there is no example upon record ; and indeed, 
excepting at Stockholm and Gottenburg, where a 
taint of foreign manners and morals may be ex- 
pected, every description of property may be con- 
sidered as safe from dishonesty.*^ (Pp. 287, 288.) 

Thus, amid an immense amount of moral de- 
pravity, there seems to be a deeply seated religious 
principle in the Scandinavian mind, which only 
wants to be called forth and properly cherished in 
order to raise the Northman to a very high level 
of rectitude and virtue. That there have been 
attempts at various times to accomplish this may 
now be shown. 

About the middle of the last century, ^^ Some 
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attempts/^ says Derwent Couway^ '^ were made 
by certain teachers to apply the remedies of a 
sounder doctrine and purer morality to the pre- 
vailing diseases of ignorance and vice ; and some 
little progress had been made when their endea- 
vours were frustrated by the interference of the 
Government. These teachers yet retain, in Nor- 
way^ the appellation of the Seven Stars. — About 
the year 1778, a young man, not then twenty 
years of age, named Franz Neilsdn, arose, pro- 
fessing himself a reformer of the irreligion and 
vice that prevailed in Norway, and travelled 
through almost every part, preaching more Scrip- 
tural doctrines than those either taught or pvo^ 
fessed, and denouncing the immorality of both 
the pastors and their flocks. Considerable e£fect8 
followed the progress of the reformer — a name 
that, in those days, was dreaded by absolute kings, 
as much as it is in ours ; for Neilson was sum- 
moned to Copenhagen to answer for the offence of 
teaching men to be holier. But, while preaching 
against the doctrine taught and the morality prac- 
tised, he had contrived, by his own irreproachable 
life and holy zeal, to conciliate the esteem even 
of his opponents; and found no difficulty in 
producing, after he had been condemned to the 
galleys, the certificates of two hundred clergymen 
of Norway in his favour, owing to which his sen- 
tence was commuted into some trifling expiation 
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of his error. Subsequently to tbis^ and until bis 
deatb^ he prosecuted bis design with more dis- 
cretion^ but not with less success.^^ (Pp. 141^ 142.) 
Mr. Newland relates the following conversa- 
tion between himself and a Norwegian pastor. 
" I wonder/* said Mr. Newland, " that under such 
circumstances'* — namely, the unwieldy size of 
the parishes, and the consequent impossibility of 
discharging efficiently the pastoral duties — '^I 
wonder you have no dissenters in Norway ; our 
Wesleyans arose from precisely the same cause. 
. • • But you have some sort of dissenters, too, 
have you not ?" — *' Oh ! tbe Haugerites. Yes ; 
they are not dissenters either. Hanger held a 
good many doctrines of that Arch-heretic, Cal- 
vin; new-birth as distinct from baptism.; predes- 
tination, election, and so forth ; but neither he 
nor his followers separated from the Church. la 
truth, religion is at too low an ebb among us for 
dissent. We have no more strength to throw 
up dissenters than an exhausted field has to throw 
up weeds. Hauger succeeded because he was 
not only a pious but a practical man. He was 
rich, too. ... It is no wonder he set up a re- 
ligious party ; but they are going down now."— 
^' Ah ! I understand. • • • Now Hauger is dead 
the spring has run dry.**— "No; not at all, I 
do not mean to say that the practical turn of his 
mind was not a recommendation to his theo* 
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^^EY } b^^ though he preached and did good^ his 
good offices were not confined to his own fol- 
lowers ; his sect is subsiding because it has no 
distinctive tenets any more than that of your 
Wesleyans/' (Pp. 185, 186.) 

Mr. Brace, in alluding to this sect, in 1857, 
says, '^ the Uougianer, a kind of Methodist sect, 
still exist, though Houger, their founder, died in 
1824. Pastor Z. says that their views do not 
materially diflfer from those we meet with in the 
north, being founded especially on a belief in the 
inner inspiration of each man, and in the doctrine 
of regeneration alone by grace.^' (P. 118.) 

Of another religious revival, among the Lappes 
and Finns, Mr. Brace furnishes us with the follow- 
ing account — "A singular movement has com- 
menced within a few years among them. It began 
with terrible outrages and fanaticisms, the murder 
of the sheriff of the district, and an attempt to offsr 
a Protestant clergyman as a bloody sacrifice to 
God, the poor creatures believing themselves 
acting under Divine inspiration. They were 
punished, and since that time, under the influence 
of Swedish missionaries, the religious excitement 
has taken a more healthy direction. . . . Even 
the magistrates allow a great change in the general 
morality of the Finns and Lappes since the revival 
movement.'* (P. 45.) Having arrived at Tromsoe, 
Mr. Brace obtained additional information respect- 
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ing this " revival." " I had a conversation with a 
very intelligent young pastor on the new religions 
movement. ' I speak but imperfectly English/ 
said he, * but I shall be happy to tell you of these 
peoples. They call themselves opvatke or awakened, 
and they believe they themselves have alone the 
truth of the Bible. They are against the ordi- 
nances. .... for, they say, no one should be 
baptised without his own will, and that they do 
have now the best baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
And so of the • • • priest^s clothes and ceremony, 
and of the forgiveness of sin, which is spoken out 
by the clergyman. They be also opposed to 
amusements, the musique and dance, and to 
brandy. Some of them have burnt their piano- 
fortes, but the most are too poor to have any such. 
They always bring out texts from the Bible, and 
say they have the true understanding of it. One 
must confess they show much moral in their lives. 
They will have nothing to do with the State 
Church. Yes; they have removed themselves 
entirely here in Tromsoe to the number of forty- 
six ; but I believe they will come again. It will 
pass by.' " (P. 52.) 

Mr. Brace obtained still further information on 
this subject. *' I was in company ,'' he writes, 
'* with an intelligent gentleman of Tromsoe, and 
we had some conversation on the replies of the 
young Lapp. ' There was something very myste- 
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rious about that Lestadius/ said he > ^ his great 
talent lay in a kind of seusaous and vivid pre- 
senting of Scripture truths which often was really 
coarseness. . . • Stilly he had a way of coming 
straight to the conscience of these poor creatures 
in a wonderful manner^ and he spent his life 
among them. . . . And then the grand solitary 
nature in which these people live has cultivated 
the deepest religious feeling. People call it 
fanatical^ and so it is ; still I have been the wit- 
ness that it has called forth^ even among the Nor- 
wegians of Tromsoe^ the most serious and solemn 
desires to live more really for what is not seen; 
and I know that the influence has been exceed- 
ingly deep and powerful on the morals and life of 
many people.^ '^ (Pp. 77, 78.) 

When in Sweden Mr. Brace, who, it should be 
remembered^ is a New England Methodist \i\m^t\if 
visited a Captain H., ''a gentleman of education 
and of fortune, but who has had the courage to 
leave his old associations and to violate public 
propriety under the impulse of his conscience. 
He is a lasare, or reader." (P. 233.) — ''I asked 
Captain H. how he was induced to begin this. It 
is not proper to state all the causes which led him 
to these works, but the principal were . . . pri- 
vate sorrows. He was besides staggered and 
discouraged, as a master of a household, by the 
general licentiousness of his servants and of the 
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country peasantry . . . The captain's earnest- 
ness^ and an impression with the peasants that 
he really believes what he says^ has probably 
taken the place of much theological training. 
However that may be^ they come^ and from great 
distances^ to the unpretending service, and be 
thinks they show good practical effects. ... He 
does not propose to break off from the State 
Churchy but only to fill out its instructions in this 
plain way.'' (Pp. 234, 235.) 

Now, from a general review of these revivals, 
we must perceive that, in most instances, they 
originated more in a sort of wild excitement than 
in a calm and rational desire for reform. There 
can be no doubt but that those who led the way 
in stirring up the people to a sense of the great 
need of renewed religious life, were themselves 
deeply impressed with a horror at the deadness of 
religious principle, and the consequent gross im- 
morality which they saw spread over the land ; 
and that they felt the obligation, and were really 
sincere in their endeavours to bring about a better 
state of things among their cotintrymen. But 
then the way in which they set about the work ; 
their attempts to excite rather than to persuade 
those to whom they addressed themselves ; their 
utter disregard of all the ordinary means of grace 
which Christ has ordained in His Church ; their 
depreciation of the Sacraments, the Ministry, 
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and the Common Prayer and established forms of 
worship, were as remarkable among the Revivalists 
from Christiania to Hammerfest^ from Lund to 
Upsal, as they were three or four years ago, 
among those in Ireland and in the fishing villages' 
on the shores of the Moray Firth. The objects 
most desired by them seem to have been visible 
influences of the Spirit, and palpable and in- 
stantaneous conversions. Hence, wild fanaticism 
was often mistaken for genuine piety, and bold 
assertions of sensible change of heart for the 
birth of vital religion in the soul. We are not, 
therefore, surprised to hear that the efiects were, 
generally speaking, ephemeral ; that when the 
exciting cause was removed, the highly wrought 
fervour very soon cooled down. The revivalists 
preferred their own ways to God^s ways in their 
endeavours to convert the world ; hence the sus- 
taining influence and abiding fruits of the Spirit 
were hardly to be expected. 

My object in mentioning the several revivals 
which, from time to time^ have been attempted in 
the northern kingdoms, is to show that the Scan- 
dinavian mind is susceptible of the influences of 
appeals to the heart, as well as of those to the 
senses ; of the influences of the vital doctrines of 
religion^ as well as of reverence for its external 
forms; and hence, that there is a predisposition 
for a revival on true Catholic principles, viz., for 
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the growth and activity of vital religion in the 
heart through the medium of the means which 
Christ has ordained ; for the reception of the in- 
ward spiritual grace through the outward and 
visible signs which have been preserved in the 
Church since the day of Pentecost. 

And that such a Revival has been begun, and^ 
we may reasonably hope, will continue — gradually 
developing its holy influences more and more, till 
it bring back the Scandinavian Churches, in spirit 
and in practice, in life and in form^ to the purely 
primitive type, and to full intercommunion with 
the Orthodox Catholic worlds I shall now endea- 
vour to show. 

The following clear and interesting, though 
somewhat party-coloured account of this great 
movement and of its leaders, appeared in the 
January (1864) number of the '* British and 
Foreign Evangelical Review/' from which I have 
already quoted. '^ The resuscitation of religious 
life in Denmark was contemporaneous among the 
clergy and laity. Two names stand prominently 
forth in connection with the movement — the 
names of the late Bishop Mynster and of Grund- 
tvig. . . • Few educated Danish Christians have 
been unimpressed by the one ot by the other ; 
and yet how different were the twain, as different 
as it is possible for men to be who still serve a 
common Lord 1 Mynster was the polished. 
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classic thinker^ with strong ethical tendencies, 
alike conservative and cosmopolitan ; Grundtvig, 
again, was the fiery romanticist, democratic, 
Danish in life and soul, and ready, every moment, 
to break into new paths, in all directions. Mas- 
tered by the fervour of reviving faith, however, 
both wrought well and bravely, especially Grund- 
tvig, in behalf of the distinctive doctrines of the 
Cross; and a simultaneous outburst of religtouis 
earnestness among the Laity added fresh energy 
to their efforts, and inflicted fresh discouragements 
on their foes. . . . Nicolai Frederick Severin 
Grrundtvig was born in 1783, so that he is now 
upwards of eighty-one years old, yet possessing 
much of the freshness and vigour of his prime. 
His life has been one of constant, unwearied 
ministerial and spiritual labour. At an early 
date he rejected rationalism, to which, like most 
others then, he had first paid homage, and stepped 
forward as its courageous and uncompromising 
foe. . . • Entering the Church, he acquired re- 
nown 9» an eloquent preacher. The authorship 
of historical and philosophical treatises of no ordi- 
nary merit added greatly to his fame ; and com- 
bining in that authorship, as in his own nature, 
the most dissitnilar characteristics, he proved 
himself, at once, the subtlest, most spiritual ex- 
pounder of the old Scandinavian paganism, and 
the creator of an hymnology, than which no 
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nobler exists in any section of the Christian 
Church. The grand strains of Grundtvig's sacred 
song will possess an immortal life in Denmark/' 
From the same article we learn that " younger 
men^ especially, have been carried away by the 
current^ and that there are certain parts of Den- 
mark where Grundtvigianism almost exclusively 
prevails/' True, both the author of this article 
and Mr. Newland seem to think that this move- 
ment, in the direction of purely Scriptural and 
Catholic principles, will be only ephemeral. " Al- 
though, without doubt,'' writes the 'former, " the 
views of Grundtvig are advancing among the 
younger students and pastors, and embraced by 
them with boundless juvenile ardour, the belief of 
those best qualified to form an opinion on the 
subject is, that when the great Coryphaeus of the 
system departs, the system itself will gradually, 
if slowly, lose the influence it now enjoys." 
Newland thus expresses his doubts : '^ These 
great leaders, Mynster and Grundtvig, have their 
followers and their respective schools ; but it is 
much to be feared that the revival which they 
have produced is merely the effect of their own 
personal influence and talent ; for there is nothing 
in the system of the Danish Church which can 
perpetuate it; that this Church itself, severed 
from the Universal Church of Christ, has no 
inherent vitality ; and that, as the influence and 
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name of even Calvin could not prevent even hi» 
own Geneva from becoming Unitarian when other 
teachers had arisen^ and his memory had faded 
from the recollections of his people ; so the 
teaching of Grundtvig and Mynster is but a tem« 
porary revival of evangelical teaching; the pro- 
duce of the individual^ not of the Church/' 
(P. 189.) 

But surely there is room for hope that a lasting 
as well as a truly scriptural and Catholic result 
may be looked for from the combined efforts of 
those great revivalists, whose sole desire it seems 
to be is not to bring forward any system of their 
own^ but to restore that of Christ and His 
Apostles ; not to set up selfy but Christ^ the 
Lord of all. The spirit which they have evoked^ 
seems to be purely Catholic and evangelical; 
hence we may expect that it will lead those who 
have come under its influence — clergy and laity — 
to labour for the recovery of that to their Church 
which they must now see she has lost^ and stir 
them up to see and ask for the old paths that 
they may walk therein. It is hardly to be sup- 
posed that such a spirit will allow those whom it 
has animated^ to go quietly to sleep again, with- 
out making an effort to restore their Churchy both 
in faith and fellowship^ to the apostolical standard. 
When once the cardinal truth is fairly established 
among them that the religion of Christ embraces 
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two things^ doctriDes and ordinances; inward 
principles and outward forms^ faith and obedience^ 
a soul and a body, holy things and an ark to pre- 
serve these; in shorty that it is a true sacra- 
mental system^ embracing outward and visible 
signs and inward spiritual graces, the former 
esteemed, not so much for their own sake, as for 
their relationship to the latter. When once men 
clearly apprehend this great evangelical truth that 
the living principles of the Gospel are conveyed 
to us through the outward framework of the 
written Word, the holy sacraments, the commis- 
sioned ministry, and the sacred ritual of the 
Church, they are not likely readily to relinquish 
it. They will seek the grace through the ordi- 
nances ; they will value the casket as the means 
through which they are to preserve the gem ; but 
still it will be the grace they will chiefly desire ; 
the gem they will chiefly value. 

The Church of Denmark seems now, through 
the united efforts of Mynster and Orundtvig, to 
be fully impressed with the importance, 1. Of the 
high evangelical doctrines of justification through 
faith, and trust in the Cross of Christ, and 2. 
Of the use and necessity of every ordinance 
divinely appointed for the conveyance, to the in- 
dividual, of those benefits and blessings which 
Christ purchased for the world at large, and 
which He freely offers to all who will seek them 

L 
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through the means^ and on the conditions^ which 
He has ordained. Mynster has laboured to re- 
vive the sense of the importance of one of these 
sides of the great sacramental system ; Orundtvig 
has done the same for the other ; Mynster taking 
his stand on the doctrines connected with the 
atonement ; Grundtvig on the faith once delivered 
to the saints. And yet^ as Mr. Hamilton, in his 
'^ Sixteen Months in the Danish Isles^'^ remarks, 
''There does not appear to be any opposition 
between them, any more than there is opposition 
in the doctrines upon which they take their re- 
spective stand against Indifferentism and Ration- 
alism, but this is the bent of their minds, and the 
direction of their teaching.*' 

As an additional reason for hoping that the 
principle which is now resuscitating the Church 
of Denmark will live, not merely for a day and 
then die out, Mr. Newland, in speaking of the 
Church of Norway, in 1853, says that " the re- 
forms which Grundtvig and Mynster had effected 
in Denmark, had already penetrated to a Church 
politically divided from them.*' He says, in 
another place, '' The Ffarrherr was a gentleman- 
like man, . . . and, being a regular anti-Swede, 
was very popular. He had represented the dis- 
trict in several Storthings. ... In addition to 
this he was rural dean, which was a fortunate 
circumstance for him, for, being an enthusiaatic 
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admirer of Orundtvig^ he was a great deal too 
much of a ritualist and antiquarian for the con- 
tinually receding Swedish Churchy and under 
other circumstances^ could hardly have failed in 
being brought up before the Church Committee 
at Christiania for his little peculiarities ; though 
it is a fact that most of the ecclesiastical members 
of Storthings who composed it^ thought^ felt, and^ 
if they dared^ would act precisely as he did.^' 
(P. 183.) 

The truth is^ the revival which has sprung up 
at Copenhagen^ and which is gradually extending 
its influence over the whole Norths is sustained by 
principles drawn from a close study of the revealed 
Words and the Liturgies, Canons^ and Fathers of 
the early Church ; and hence the ground for hope, 
that it will be very different in its effects and 
duration from those spasmodic movements where 
all regard for Divine ordinance and primitive 
example was scornfully ignored. The revival now 
going on in Scandinavia, is far more likely to lead 
the churches there back to the pure fountain head 
of Divine truth, there to seek for the healing of 
their wounds and the recovery of their strength, 
than to leave them to fall away again into that 
insensible torpor in which they are, with truths 
represented to have been, towards the close of the 
last century, and even up to a much later date. 
Professor Hammerich, in his speech in the Kirk- 
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model in 1862, shows how much ground there is 
for this belief. '' As regards especially the Danish 
Christian, in his case we find a life of persevering 
and tranquil piety. He is among the most tole- 
rant among the nations of the north — a foe to all 
exaggeration and false pretence. In a moment 
he discovers it, and, to escape from it, for the 
most part, pursues the ordinary beaten track ; but 
what has once become his hearths possession, 
hardly any power can tear it from him.'' 

I am^ &c. 



LETTER IX. 

EbVIEW op the SxTBJECT : ClECUMSTANCES AdYEBSE 

AND FaVOTTEABLE. 

I have now noted the principal points 
fayonrable and adverse^ which would necessarily 
come to be considered in the event of negociations 
being entered into between the Anglican^ and 
the Scandinavian Charches with the view of re- 
stored intercommunion. That great difficulties 
would have to be encountered is quite clear; but 
stilly if there are circumstances favourable to the 
belief that they might be surmounted^ neither 
party ought to be deterred from making the 
attempt. Differences in doctrine and formulary^ 
in usage and polity^ would^ to a greater or less 
amounti be found; stilly if enough of common 
ground should remain on which the Anglican and 
even the most defective of the Scandinavian 
Churches might meet to discuss the points of dif- 

1 Including the Scottish, EngHah, Colonial and American 
branches. 
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ference^ and to devise means for the supply of 
what may be wanting^ and the correction of what 
may be wrongs no ordinary difficulties ought to 
deter the rulers of the several churches from un- 
dertaking the work. Our Lord's earnest prayer 
for the unity of His Church ought to be felt as an 
obligation by all who profess and call themselves 
by His name. Hence^ preliminary to all attempts 
at negociation^ two things especially seem* to be 
necessary: 1. That the negociating parties should 
be thoroughly imbued with a desire for the peace 
and unity of the Church| not in a narrow^ pro- 
vincial^ or national point of view^ but in a purely 
Catholic sense and on purely Catholic grounds^ on 
the broad principle of unity and peace throughout 
the whole border of the Church. This should be 
the principle by which they are actuatedi the 
object at which they aim; and to this object 
all minor considerationsi not involving essential 
truths and Catholic usageS| should be held as 
subordinate. No contentious or domineering 
spirit should find admittance into their discus- 
sions; no wish for the aggrandisement of one 
branch of the Church at the expense of the just 
claims and complete integrity of another should, 
for a momenti be tolerated. They to whom the 
business is entrusted should be actuated simply 
and solely by a sense of the danger we are in by 
our unhappy divisions^ and a wish to see measures 
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adopted by which the broken mtercommuniou 
between the Churches which they severally repre- 
sent^ might be restored. 2. They must agree 
upon some definite^ and purely Catholic test^ to 
which they would all consent to defer, and by 
which they would bind themselves to abide in the 
trial and settlement of every point on which a 
difference of opinion should arise. Were either 
party to set up its own peculiar doctrines or formu- 
laries, and, in a Papal-like spirit, insist on all 
things being reduced to that standard, there could 
be no chance whatever of anything like agree- 
ment. A purely Scriptural and thoroughly Catho- 
lic basis must be established ; an independent and 
universally recognized standard must be adopted. 
Now the Church of England is fortunately in pos- 
session of such a test as we have defined. It is 
to be found in her Canons of 1571, where it is 
laid down that '' Nothing is to be held and be- 
lieved but what is agreeable to the doctrine of the 
Old and New Testament, and which the Catholic 
Fathers and Ancient Bishops have collected from 
that very doctrine.^' This is only an expansion of 
the old Canon recognised by the Church from the 
second century downwards — "What was first is 
true; what is subsequent is adulterated ;'' that is, 
ever/ addition to the Divine system ; every change 
in what our Lord revealed and His apostles esta- 
blisLed necessarily deteriorates that which came 
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pare and perfect from God. If we would preserve 
jthis system in its purity and perfection ; if we would 
seek to recover what may have been lost^ and to 
cleanse what may have been corrupted^ we must 
ever go back to the Fountain-head^ ever have 
recourse to the Old and New Testaments and to 
what the Catholic Fathers and ancient Bishops 
collected from the sacred record^ ever refer to the 
inspired Word as the ultimate appeal^ and to 
Catholic tradition as the only safe interpreter of 
that Word. This is a standard to which both 
parties might agree to submit every point on 
which there could possibly be a difference of 
opinion^ or which could possibly come und.er dis- 
cussion — a standard independent of the peculiari- 
tiesy whatever they might be^ of every particular 
or national branch of the Church Catholic ; tnd 
if, in any respect^ the Creeds^ Formularies, or 
Ecclesiastical Polity of any of the negociating 
parties^ should be found to come short of this 
measure or to exceed it^ there must be no he»ita- 
tiouy on the side of such party^ to set to woik in 
earnest to have the defect supplied^ or the super- 
fluity removed. 

On this principle alone could a satisfactory and 
enduring intercommunion between the Anglican 
and Scandinavian Churches be established; on any 
other ground^ the agreement would be hollow and 
the advantage transitory. On the other hftnd^ 
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should the peculiarities of .either party admit of 
being ganged by this rule^ there must be no hesi- 
tation^ on the side of the other^ to recognise such 
formulary or usage as legitimate^ even should it 
not^ in non-essentials^ be in exact agreement with 
its 0¥m particular model. 

Let us now suppose a conference agreed upon 
and a committee appointed by the rulers of the 
several churches^ with full powers to discuss^ 
either in conclave or by letter, the points necessary 
to intercommunion between the several branches 
of the Church represented. To be adequate to 
the duties entrusted to it^ the committee should 
consist of a competent theologian and canonist 
from each of the negodating churches^ compe- 
tent^ not only as animated by a sincere and honest 
desire to bring about the proposed result; but 
also as well and accurately acquainted with the 
doctrines and principles, the canons, liturgies, and 
history of the early Church, so as to be able to 
bring such knowledge to bear on the business in 
hand. It is quite possible that a man might be 
honest in his intentions, and sincerely desirous to 
speak and act for the good of the Church, and 
yet, from defective knowledge of the very things by 
which her permanetit good would be secured, might 
advocate measures which would eventually prove 
injurious rather than favourable to the interests of 
Scriptural truth and Catholic unity. " The Be- 
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vealed Word^ as interpreted by Catholic antiquity/^ 
is a rule which^ if faithfully and constantly ob- 
served by the commissioners^ would^ with the 
Divine blessing on their labours^ enable them to 
make such arrangements as would speedily lead 
to union and communion both entire and lasting, 

With regard to the restoration of the Apostolic 
Succession to the Churches of Denmark and Nor- 
way^ and to the investigation of the evidence on 
which the descent of the Swedish episcopate is 
claimed^ the discussions would require to be con- 
ducted with the utmost delicacy^ so as to gain for 
the commissioners the thanks rather than to incur 
the resentment of those communities. It would 
be especially necessary to make it obvious that the 
object in view was a desire to supply a deficiency 
dangerous to the salvation of souls^ and not a 
disposition to condemn those churches for what 
they had lost through no fault of their own — a 
simple wish to aid them in recovering a treasure^ 
and not an inclination to blame them for having 
allowed themselves to be despoiled of it. 

The renewed life and vigour manifested in the 
Scandinavian Churches within the last thirty 
years ; the full recognition of the principle of re- 
form on purely Catholic grounds^ viz.^ due regard 
to the voice of the early Church in the interpre- 
tation of Scriptural doctrine and ordinance — a 
principle brought prominently into notice by 
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Grundtvig^ and warmly embraced by a large pro- 
portion of the younger clergy^ would necessarily 
have a powerful influence^ in bringing to a favour- 
able issue^ any discussion with regard to the re- 
covery of the Apostolical Succession in Denmark 
and Norway^ and to the clearing up of the doubt^ 
or, it may be, the shadow of a doubt, which still 
hangs over the point in Sweden. 

A good beginning once made, the difficulties of 
restoring the Scandinavian Churches to a truly 
Catholic position, and of bringing about full in- 
tercommunion between them and the Anglican 
Churches, would be found to diminish at every 
step. The desire to recover the Apostolical Com- 
mission would almost necessarily be followed by a 
call for the revision of the Ordination Offices, so 
that, in all things essential, they might be brought 
into harmony with the formularies and usages of 
Catholic Christendom. 

The restoration of the Creeds, where neces- 
sary,^ to the exact terms of the Catholic Symbols, 

^ In a letter I had from the Rev. James Nicolson, Dmidee, 
the following statements occur : — ** I have lately tamed my 
attention to the Danish Church. ... A friend of mine here* 
a Dane, procured for me a small 4to. yol.^ entitled Church 
Service, for the Dukedoms of Lanenberg and Holstein. It is 
in German, and altogether a most interesting volume. .... 
With regard to one point in your letter to the Scottish 
duardian, * the alteration of the Apostles* Creed ' — ^it is only 
fair to say that, in this book, although in the baptismal ser« 
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would also probably follow as a matter of coarse ; 
and now more especially, since the eye of Scandi- 
navian Churchmen has been directed back to the 
early history of the faith ; while the high position 
in the Catholic system^ assigned by Grundtvig 
and his school^ to the Creeds^ would operate 
strongly in favour of this necessary reform ; and, 
as it would interfere with no point of doctrine, 
now held either in Denmark^ Norway^ or Sweden, 
one can hardly anticipate any objection to the 
measure. 

With reference to the doctrine of justification 
by faith alone, the difficulties do not appear to be 
so great as to render attempts at agreement hope- 
less. In one of his conversations on the subject 
of revivals, with a gentleman favourable to the 
movement in Norway, Mr. Brace was told that 
it was "a struggle for Apostolic Christianity." 
Now, although there seems to have been but little 
of ancient Christianity manifested in the earlier 
Norwegian revivals, yet the object which its 
abettors are thus avowed to have had in view, in- 
dicates the presence of a principle in the mind of 
the country which has only to be called forth and 

Tice, where the Apostles' Creed is given in the Grerman, tiie 
alteration, eine heiiige ChristUche Kirehe^ occurs; yet, in 
other services, where it occurs in Latin, the right words are 
used, both of the Apostles' and the Nicene Creed — Sanetam 
Eceletiam CaihoUcam, and Unam Sanetam Cathoticam ei 
Apo8toUeam Eceletiam,** 
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rightly directed^ in order to the recovery of the 
life, along with the existing outward forms of re- 
ligion. The defects of the Lutheran Creed with 
reference to justification by faith alone might be 
so explained as to bring the peculiar dogma of 
the German Reformer within the range of purely 
Catholic teaching ; and therefore the spirit which 
is now abroad in Scandinavia, and which, as we 
are told, is " less inclined to take a very high 
Lutheran stand-point in certain matters of doc- 
trine*' ("British and Foreign Evangelical Re- 
view " for Jan., 1864) would probably be rather 
favourable than adverse to such explanation. As 
the Churches of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, 
all receive the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, 
there could be no great difficulty in persuading 
them to receive, along with the doctrine of justifi- 
cation, and as the natural and necessary corollary 
to it, that other Scriptural doctrine, "we are 
buried with Christ by baptism into death ; that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life;'* in other words, as 
members of Christ, we should be " dead unto 
sin, but alive unto Gon,*' as being, by one Spirit, 
baptised into one Body, we are bound to live in 
the Spirit, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 
With such an explanation as this, openly and 
formally received by the northern Churches, the 
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Lutheran doctrine of justification by faith alone 
as embodied in the Augsburg Confession^ might 
probably be held to be so modified — so impreg- 
nated with purely Catholic and Scriptural mean- 
ing — as to be no longer an insuperable barrier to 
intercommunion between those Churches and any 
orthodox branch of the Church Catholic. 

The discussion with regard to the doctrine and 
the consecration of the Eucharist would probably 
bring into prominence the great obstacle to an 
amicable agreement between the English and the 
Scandinavian Churches. But even here, a ray of 
light is thrown on the subject^ just sufficient to 
sustain the hope that a way for adjustment might 
be found. 

The present Liturgies of the Scandinavian 
Churches contain^ as we have seen^ no directions 
for the Consecration of the Elements^ beyond the 
mere recitation by the priest of S. PauFs account 
of the Institution of the Eucharistic Supper. 
Now it would appear from the following quotation 
that there is a numerous party^ especially in 
Sweden^ not only dissatisfied with the present 
Liturgy^ but intensely desirous to obtain one of a 
more primitive and orthodox nature. " The tone 
of piety and morality in Sweden is deplorably 
low j but of late a revival has taken place in the 
more northern parishes. This has led to a large 
party in the Churchy dissatisfied with the present 




Circumstances adverse and favourable. 159 

Liturgy^ requiring the re-introdaction of another 
and a better Liturgy into the parish church ser- 
vices as the first step towards reform. This was 
refused. They then sought to obtain ordained 
pastors^ remaining in connection with the National 
Church, but supporting churches of their own 
where they might worship, using the older and 
preferable Liturgy. The -ordained pastors were 
refused. They then seceded, chose and set up 
individuals to the pastorate, and braved govern- 
ment opposition. In spite of fines, imprison- 
ments, and other annoyances — for they are too 
numerous to be banished — they continue in their 
adherence to the service preferred, and maintain 
their ecclesiastical independence.'* (See '^ Ecclesi- 
astical Encyclopsedia.'* Griffin, Bohn & Co., 1862.) 
Now all that we can fairly gather from this, 
favourable to a reform of the National Liturgy is, 
that there is a spirit abroad seeking for something 
better and older than the present authorised 
Formulary, and that it is not likely to rest till it 
has accomplished its object. Where, then, would 
the Northern Churches look for aid in this matter f 
There seem to be vestiges of a former communi- 
cation between the Scandinavian and the Eastern 
Churches. Of the famous old Cathedral of 
Trondhjeim, Mr. Brace, in his Norse-Folk, says, 
" The two aisles are in the purest Byzantine.*' 
(P. 36.) The same author, in his account of the 
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Church at Borgand^ writes^ '^ This Church is on^ 
of the few surviving buildings in Norway, and 
indeed in Europe, of an original architecture, the 
architecture in wood by the early Northmen. It 
bears marks of Byzantine influence, as do some 
of the oldest cottages in the country — an influence 
caught from the early expeditions of the Vickings 
to Constantinople. . . . The Church was built 
probably within a hundred years after the intro« 
duction of Christianity in the eleventh century/^ 
And writing of South Sweden, Mr. Brace says of the 
old Metropolitan City of Lund, " The prominent 
object is the old Cathedral, an imposing, irregular 
structure, founded in the eleventh or twelfth cen- 
tury. There are in it visible traces both of the 
Byzantine and the Gothic schools.'^ These fine 
old churches, among the largest and most interest- 
ing in Scandinavia, have still a powerful influence 
in directing the minds of Churchmen to the East. 
Hence, perhaps, the desire, which still lingers in 
Norway and Sweden, for the recovery of an 
" older and preferable liturgy " than that now in 
use among them ; and as they seem to inherit a 
sort of antipathy to the Papal Church and its 
services, it is more than likely that, in falling back 
on an older formulary, they would look, not 
Bomeward, but to the East for a model; and 
there the oldest and best liturgies in Christendom 
are still to be found. In these they would find 
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the defects in their own liturgies amply supplied. 
Indeed, in a learned little work, entitled '^ The 
Origin and Composition of the Roman Catholic 
Liturgy,^' by Ivan Borovnitsky, a member of the 
University of Kieff, it is clearly shown that the 
Roman Liturgy itself, in its present form, is de- 
ficient in the very point in which the Scandinavian 
Liturgies are wanting ; but that the Eastern and 
Russian Formularies, from which the Scandina- 
vians would naturally seek for aid in this matter, 
are full, primitive, and scriptural in everything 
essential. The following quotation from this 
pamphlet will show that they would there obtain 
what they seem so greatly to desiderate — ^a Liturgy 
in harmony, in essentials, with the earliest and 
purest formularies, with the Apostolical Constitu- 
tions, and with the testimony of the eminent 
Fathers of the Church. ^^ Of the ancient Church, . 
the doctrine on the consecration of the bread and 
wine in the Eucharist was the same as that of the 
Grseco-Russian Church at present. In the Apos- 
tolic Constitutions the manner of consecration is 
thus described : — * The officiator, after pronounc- 
ing the words of Jesus Christ, in which He insti- 
tuted the Sacrament of the Eucharist, remem- 
bering His passion, death, resurrection, ascension, 
and His second coming on earth, prays God 
graciously to receive the Oblation, to send down 
His Holy Ghost, thereby consecrating it, and 

M 
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chaDging the bread into the true Body of Christ, 
and the wine into the true Blood of Christ. 
Justin Martyr says that the consecration of the 
Host takes place through thanksgiving and prayer. 
Irenseus and Origen say the same, as also Cyril of 
Jerusalem, in his ^ Catechetical Homilies */ ' The 
bread and wine in the Eucharist/ he says, ' after 
the Invocation of the Holy Ghost, cease to be 
bread and wine, and become the Body and Blood 
of our Lord.' The same idea, and sometimes in 
the very same words, is expressed by other fathers 
and writers of the ancient Christian Church, both 
Eastern and Western, such as Basil the Great, 
his brother Gregory of Nyssa, S. Chrysostom, 
Theophilus of Alexandria, Theodoret, Tertullian, 
Origen, Ambrose, Optatus, Jerome, Augustine, 
Gregory the Great, and many others. Besides, in 
jail ancient liturgies, not excepting the Western one, 
after the words of our Lord, the invocation of 
the Holt Ghost is read just as it is done in our 
(the Russian) Liturgy.'* (Pp. 31—33.) 

The discussion of this point, in a conference 
between the Anglican and Scandinavian Churches, 
would probably raise the question which must, 
sooner or later, be settled, if ever the unity of 
Christendom is to be restored,^ viz.. What is really 
necessary to a valid consecration of the Eucha- 
ristic elements 7 This point must be determined^ 

^ See Dean Stanley's ** Lectures on the History of the East- 
em Churchy** Lect. I. sec. 6. 
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not on party grounds^ nor for party purposes, but 
by a hearty and fearless appeal to Holy Scrip- 
ture and the earliest liturgies, explained, as far as 
may be, by the writings of the Fathers and the 
decrees of (Ecumenical Councils. It is by a full 
and ready submission to this Catholic standard 
that the essential difference between the East and 
West, on this point, can ever be reconciled, the 
East maintaining that the elements are conse- 
crated, not by the simple recital of the words of 
Institution, but by these words accompanied by 
the invocation of the sanctifying and life-giving 
operation of the Holy Spirit; the West, on the 
contrary, now holding that the bare repetition of 
the words of institution, accompanied, perhaps, 
by the intention of the celebrant, is sufficient. In 
other words, the East maintains that what Christ 
did, as well as what He said, at the institution 
of the Eucharistic Supper, must, according to 
S. Paul, be done ^^ as oft " as the holy supper is 
celebrated, thus making the Word and Spirit the 
great agents in the consecration ; whereas, the 
West, content with the mere recital of the words 
of institution, without any invocation of the 
Spirit, makes the consecration depend, in a great 
measure, on the intention of the celebrant and the 
faith of the recipient. 

Happily, the Church of England has here 
again provided a rule by which any difference of 
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opioioD on this point which might arise at a con- 
ference would be reconciled — a rule so reasonable^ 
and^ at the same time^ so Catholic in its structure^ 
that by its application^ the re-union of the whole 
of Christendom^ as far as the celebration of the 
Eucharist is concerned^ might be effected. In 
her Homily " Of the worthy receiving of the 
Sacrament/' she speaks with all the precision of 
canonical enactment : '^ Before all other things, 
this we must be sure of especially, that this 
Supper be in such wise done and ministered, as 
our Lord and Saviour did, and commanded 
to be done, as His holy Apostles used it, and 
the good Fathers of the primitive Church fre- 
quented it/' 

The value and importance of this canonical rule 
— for, however disregarded, it has the force of a 
canon — may be estimated, by adopting as a com- 
mentary upon it, the words of the Rev. Philip 
Freeman : " All that any Church, or any Liturgy, 
even to the most elaborate, can legitimately 
aiin at, is to render the mind of Christ, as in- 
tended and expressed in that awful Institution. 
To watch His hand. His eye. His voice — to gather 
His intent, to understand His action, to do as 
He bade us do : this, since the days of the apos- 
tles themselves, has been, and ever must be, the 
Church's only study — all her love, all her wis- 
dom, in the matter of Eucharistic celebration. 
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What He said^ and intended^ and left for us to 
imitate^ in our measure^ tha.t is the text and the 
rubric of all our Eucharistic ritual; the norm 
and measure of all our Eucharistic thoughts, and 
words, and actions/' (See " Principles of Divine 
Service/' Introduction to Part IL, sec. xii.) 

To their own rule, then, were the Anglican 
Churches faithfully and submissively to defer, and 
if, by the same, the Scandinavian Churches would 
submit to be guided in their endeavours to obtain 
'^ an older and preferable Liturgy,'' there could 
be no doubt but that, on this, as on other points, 
the Conference would lead to an agreement. The 
commissioners of the several Churches would find 
themselves meeting on purely Catholic ground. 
The Churches of the North would be able, by such 
a rule, and by the aid of the primitive Liturgies, 
to compile an Eucharistic Office for themselves, 
which, for purity and fulness, would at once 
satisfy their own longings, and place them on a 
level with the most renowned Churches of Chris- 
tendom. 

The Catholic principle with which the Scandi- 
navian mind seems to be so deeply imbued — 
manifesting itself even in their superstitions — 
is an element greatly in favour of the probable 
success of negociations for inter-communion on 
really Catholic ground. Mr. Newland, in his 
'^ Forest Scenes," has some remarks very apposite 
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to this point : ^' Superstition is the natural evi- 
dence of the Unseen in the minds of the ignorant. 
To be superstitious is to believe in a Being supe- 
rior to ourselves ; and this is^ in itself^ the first 
step to spiritual advancement. Inform the mind^ 
teaching it to distinguish the true from the false^ 
and superstition — that is to say^ the reverence for 
the Unseen — brightens into true religion. Take 
it away by force, or quench it by ridicule, and 
you have an unoccupied corner of the soul for 
every bad passion to take root in," (P. 113.) 

On a review of the whole subject of the Scan- 
dinavian Churches — their Creeds, Liturgies, and 
Orders, and the natural disposition, manners and 
customs of their members — I can use no language 
more expressive of my sentiments than that which I 
find in a letter from the Rev. A. Cleveland Coxe, 
of America, to the Rev. Dr. Carl Bergman, a 
Swedish divine : " It is my profound conviction 
that, for the future, one of two alternatives is 
before you. Either you will develop into one of 
the most powerful and important communions of 
Christendom ; or else, by yielding through mis- 
taken indifference to the modern spirit of schis- 
matic disorganisation, you will become merely one 
among the countless sects calling themselves Pro- 
testants." (See " Colonial Church Chronicle'' for 
May, 1864.) 

Or I might, although on different grounds and 
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for different reasons than those which led the 
author of the article in the ^' British and Foreign 
Evangelical Review '^ so to express himself, very 
well borrow his language, with the single change 
of the specific term Danish into the generic Scan- 
dinavian, in order to describe what I would fain 
believe to be in store for the Northern Church. 
" We may be allowed to express the conviction 
that, all things considered, a noble future lies 
before the Scandinavian Church in the Providence 
of God. It is difficult, indeed, as well as rash 
and hazardous, to indulge in vaticinations ; and 
it would be equally wrong to paint the present 
with fairer colours than it can boast, or to ex- 
aggerate the good residing in the now existing 
state of religious life among the Scandinavian 
people ; yet we cannot close the preceding im- 
perfect sketch without recording our hope, and 
also our belief, that the cause of Christ^s pure 
Gospel will continue to prosper more and more in 
that important section of the great north to which 
our attention has been drawn. The true elements 
of spiritual success are there, if but fairly, scrip- 
turally, and prayerfully carried out to their legiti- 
mate issue." 

Perhaps some modification of this sun-bright 
prospect might be requisite; but whatever the 
Scandinavian Churches may have lost, or whatever 
may now be found among them calling for reform. 
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there is stilly in them all^ so much of Catholic 
doctrine and Catholic usage^ and^ above all^ so 
much of Catholic ethos and principle^ that, were 
the work to be taken in hand in a proper spirit, 
and conducted with due regard to the Catholic 
Canon — Holy Scripture, interpreted by primitive 
antiquity — there is ground for believing that both 
the clergy and the laity of Scandinavia would be 
heartily glad to see the great and glorious Church 
of the North restored, in all its branches, to even 
more than its pristine integrity and vigour, and 
to witness her rising on her ruins to the glory of 
the Patriarchates of Constantinople and Alexan- 
dria, Antioch and Jerusalem. 

I am, &c. 
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DVENT WARNINGS.— A Course of Twenty-three Sermons. 
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Perry, Rev. W. J. Butler, Rev. E. Monro, Rev. W. J. 
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Rev. J. Skinner, &c. 8vo., reduced to ds. 

liSOP. — Twenty-five Sermons on Faith and Practice. By the 

Rev. J. R. Alsopy B.A., Perpetual Curate of Westhoughton, 
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AIRD.— The Passion op Jesus. A Course of Sermons 

preached during the Season of Lent. By the Rev. W. 

Baird, M.A., Clare Market Mission Chapel. Fcap. 8vo., 

cloth. Is. 6d. 
AINES.— Twenty Sermons preached at S. John's, 
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iERNARD, S. — Sbbmons pob the Seasons of the Chbis. 
TiAN Yeab. Translated from S. Bernard by the Rev. 
W. B. Flower, B.A. 8vo. 6s. 

INGHAM.— Eighteen Sermons on Easter Subjects. 
By the Rev. W. P. S. Bingham, M.A. Fcap. 8vo., 48, 6d. 
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Emmaus; S. Peter after the Resurrection : The Sea of Galilee; The Little 
liile ; How are the Dead raised? The Transnguration, &c.y &c. 
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BLUNT.— The Atonement and the At-one-Maker, By the 
Rev. J. H. Blunt, Curate of Houghton le Spring, Fcp.8vo.68. 

''Mr. Blnnt is evidently in earnest... good sense, derotional fedingr, and 
many pagres of striking eloquence . . . the great articles of faith are treated in a 
reverent spirit and set forth in their integrity." — Durham Advertiser. 

** Founded on the Sacramental system." — Christian Remembrancer, 

BO WDLER.— Sermons on the Privileges, Ke8fonsibi- 
LiTiES, AND Duties of Members of the Oosfel Co- 
venant. By the late Rev. T. Bowdler. Vol. I. Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany. Vol. II. Septuagesima, Lent, Pas- 
sion Week. Post 8vo., 7s. 6d. each. 

BRECHIN. — Are you being Converted? Sermons on 
Serious Subjects. By the Bishop of Brechin. Second 
edition, fcp. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

Twelve Sermons on the Necessity of, the Signs of and the Hhidraoces and 
Helps to. Conversion ; Domestic Trials in matters of Principle j The Ofltence of 
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BRECHIN. — Sermons on Amendment of Lifb. Fcp. 8vo., 
3s. 6d. 
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its remission, its cure, its abolition : the progress of Conversion aa set forth 
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S. John Baptist : and our Lord as the Pardoner of Sin, and onion with ffim 
the Law of Amendment, &c. 

BRECHIN.— The Waning of Opportunities, and other 
Sermons, Doctrinal and Practical. Fcp. 8vo., 4s. 6d. 

BRECHIN. — Sermons on the Grace of God and other 
Cognate Subjects. Fcap. 8vo. 6s. 

BRIGHT.— Eighteen Sermons of S. Leo the Great on 
the Incarnation, Translated, with Notes, and with the 
Tome of S. Leo in the Original, hj William Bright, M.A., 
Fellow and Assistant Tutor of University College^ Ozfcwd. 
8vo. 58. 

BUTLER.— Sermons, chiefly for the Church Seasons, 
FOR Working Men in Country Parishes. By the 
Rev, W. J. Butler, M.A., Vicar of Wantage. Fcp. 8vo. 
Second edition, bold type, 6s. 6d. 

CARTER.— The Imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ. A 
Series of Lectures delivered at All Saints', Margaret 8teeet, 
in Lent, 1 860. By the Rev. T. T, Carter, MX, Rector of 
Clewer. Third edition. 8vo., 2a. 6d. 
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CARTER. — The Passion and Temptation op our Lord. 
A Course of Lectures delivered at All Saints', Margaret 
Street, in Lent, 1862. To which is added a Sermon preached 
at S. Giles', Oxford, in the same Lent. Svo., 3s. 

CARTER. — ^The Life of Sacrifice. A Course of Lectures at 
All Saints', Margaret Street, in Lent, 1864. 8yo., 2s. 6d. 

CARTER— Sermons, by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A. Svo., 
10s. 6d. Second edition. 
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Newman with the chastened eloquence and loving devotion of Archdeacon 
Manning— eminently simple and eminently ^^ctical." — Church Review. 

" A volume of great depth and feeling." — Christian Remembrancer. 

" They are the compositions of a scholastic writer ; it need not be added 
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CHAMBERLAIN.—The Theory of Christian Worship. 

By the Rev. T. Chamberlain, M.A., Student of Christ 

Church, Oxford, &c. Fcp. Svo. Second edition, 5s. 

" To have illustrated in so copious and varied a manner a subject of this 
Und, and to have made it suitable to congregational requirements, is a great 
success." — Christian Remembrancer. 

CHAMBERLAIN.— The Seven Ages of the Church, as 

indicated in the messages to the Seven Churches of Asia. 

Post Svo., 38. 

" One of the most satisfactory of the publications that have lately appeared 
in connection with the mysterious book, for the elucidation of which it is d«- 
sign^ed." — John Bull. 

CHAMBERS.— Fifty.two Sermons Preached at Perth and 

other parts of Scotland, &om 1846 to 1853, for the Seasons 

of the Christian Year. By the Rev. J. C. Chambers, M. A., 

Perpetual Curate of S. Mary the Virgin, Soho. Svo., 128. 

*' We have not met with a recent volume so ftill of promise and of suck 
gonial lang^iage." — Christian Remembrancer. 

CHANTER.— Sermons. By the Rev. J. M. Chanter, M.A., 
Vicar of Ilfracombe. 12mo., 6s. 6d. 

" Recommended by their reverential and earnest tone." — English Review. 
** Of a lerel and practical character." — Christian Remembrancer. 
<« The style plain and the subjects directly practical." — Ecclesiastic. 

CHEYNE. — The Teaching op the Christian Year: a 
Series of Sermons. VoL I. Advent to Whitsuntide. By 
the Rev. P. Cheyne, late Incumbent of S, John the Evan- 
gelist, Aberdeen. Fcap. Svo., Ts. 

CHEYNE. — Consolations of the Cross, and the B.^^'^ 
OF the Blessed. Sermons fox HoV^ ^ ^«iV. "^^ ^^ ^^^ - 
P. Cheyne, Fcap, Svo., 28. ^ 
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CLARXE.— The Watch Tower Book; or Headings for the 
Night Watches of Advent. Chiefly culled from the writ- 
ings of the Holy Fathers of the first four centuries. By 
the Bev. C. W. B. Clarke, M.A., Incumbent of Toot- 
Baldon, Oxfordshire. Post Svo., 3s. 6d. ; cheap edition, 

limp cloth, 28. 

" A really good practical Tolnme, which the Clergy will do wdl to circulate 
among their parishioners." — Clerical Journal, 

'* The good taste which he shows in adi^iting his similitudes and Us lan- 
gaage generally to the understanding of the illiterate is very commendable." 
— Ecdesiastie. 

CRESSWELL.— The Christian Life. Twelve Sermons. By 
the Bev. Kichard Cresswell, M.A. 12mo., reduced to 28. 6a. 

'* They are intended to put forth a plain view of that hidden life of the 
Christian, which is the restoration of all that man has lost, as well as the ful- 
filment of the high aspirations of which he had but a glimpse as it were ¥^en 
his eyes were opened in Paradise." — Pre/ace, 

DAVIES. — Second Series of Four Benefit Club Sermons. On 
Moderation in Festivity; Friendly Societies; Babel and 
Pentecost ; Sympathy. By the £ev. George Davies, M.A. 
In 4to., MS. size, 3s. 6d. 

DEANE. — ^Union. Five Occasional (including Two Harvest) 
Sermons. By the Bev. W. J. Deane, Bector of Ashen, in 
the Diocese of Rochester. Is. 6d. 

I. Union. II. Mutual Intercession and United Work. III. Hie Christian 
Joy expressed in Church Music. IV. Harvest. V. Harvest. 

EVANS.— Chbistianity in its Homely Aspects : Sermons 
on Various Subjects, delivered in the Church of S. Andrew, 
Wells Street, and elsewhere. By the Rev. A. B. Evans, 
D.D., Rector of S. Mary-Le-Strand. 12mo., 2nd Series, 68. 

** A good deal above the average in originality of thought and' power of ex- 
pression." — Ouardian. 

" Mr. Evans's mind is rich in illustration : he is pointed in expression and 
with a considerable range of thought."— CAris^ian Remembrancer, 

FORD.— Twelve Sermons pbeached in the Chapel of 
Liverydole Almshouse at Heavitree, Exeteb. By 
James Ford, A.M., late Chaplain. Second edit. 12mo. 3s. 

FOWLER.— Fifteen Parochial Sermons, following the 
Christian Seasons. By the Rev. C. A. Fowler, M.A., 
Perpetual Curate of King's Kerswell, Devon. 12mo., 58. 

FREEMAN.— Four Advent Sermons. By the Rev. P. 

Freeman, M.A., Vicar of Thorverton, Devon, author of 

"Principles of Divine Service," &c. 2s. 

No. I. The Church's Two Periods of Waiting. II. Christ as Man the Judge 

of the World. III. The Church's Seasons of Watchftdness. IV. The Ministiy 

of Comfort. 

" Have all the soundness, utility, and ftdness of Theology which we are 
sccuetomed to look for in Mr. Freeman's writb:ig8."— Li^erofy Churchmiam, 
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GALTON. — ^NoTEs of Lectures on the Book of Canticles, 
or Song of Solomon. By the He v. John Lincoln Gallon, 
M.A., Incumbent of S. Sidwell, Exeter. Fcap. 8vo., 68. 

GALTON. — ^Notes of One Hundred and Forty-two Lec- 
tures ON the Book of Revelation, delivered in the 
Church of S. Sidwell, Exeter. In 2 vols., fcap. 8vo., ISs. 
(1408 pages.) 

" Their principal excellence lies in their carefal and intelligent preference 
of ancient expositors." — Ctuardian. 

GOODWIN. — Sermons on the Cretian Church ; its Doc- 
trine and Keligious Discipline as set forth in the Epistle of 
S. Paul to Titus. By the Rev. J. Goodwin, B.D., Rector 
of Lamboume, Essex, Rural Dean. Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 6d, 

GRESLEY. — A Volume of Sermons, preached at Brighton 
and elsewhere. By the Rev. W. Gresley, M.A., Pre- 
bendary of Lichfield. 12mo., Vs. 6d. 

" Their characteristic is the absence of art— the simple, direct earnestness of 
their style. The topics are chiefly such as concern the daily practice of Chris- 
tians, treated of by one whose pastoral experience has given him a grasp of 
his subject, and a practical way of handling it. To those who question Mr. 
Gresley's loyalty to the Church of England, a perusal of the last sermon might 
possibly suggest some doubt as to thejustice of tiie accusation against him." — 
€huirdian, 

GRESLEY.— Practical Sermons. 12mo., 7s. 6d. 

These Sermons are intended to provide for the continnal modification taking 
place in habits of thought and feeling, and are suited to the jmrticnlar times 
in which we live. 

GRESLEY. — ^The Present State of the Controversy 
with Rome. Three Sermons preached at S. Paul's Church, 
Brighton. Is. 

HICKS.— Catechetical Lectures on the Incarnation 
AND Childhood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fcp. 
8vo., 48. 6d. 

'* One of the most pleasing manuals which it has been our fortune to see of 
late. The amount of instruction in the principal articles of Christian doctrine, 
and also on Uie Sacraments and other essentials, is very considerable. A 
series of questions are printed in the margin, affording perfect facility to the 
examiner. We cannot speak too highly of its devotional and Christian tone." 
— English Review. 

HILL. — Short Sermons on some leading Principles of 
Christian Life. By the Rev. H. Hill, M.A., Head 
Master of the Grammar School, Warwick. Fcap. 8vo., Gs. 

" Display a great deal of thought, and are quite above the average of pulpit 
disoourses."— JSfcele«to«^. 
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HOPWOOD.— Christ in His Church. Pkin and Practictl 

Sermons. By the Key. Henry Hopwood, M.A., Rector of 

Bothal, Northumberland. 8vo., 58. 6d. 

Teo Sermons, on The Early Fortunes of David; The Blessingr of Odd on 
PabUc Worship ; The Greatness of the Sinner's Way; The Christian Mbaklkrjt 
The Baptism of Suffering } The Lost Sheep, &c. 

HUTCHINSON.— Parish Recollections ; a Few Plain Ser- 
mons on Certain Church Observances, and on some of the 
Incidents of Thirty-eight years' Ministry in the same 
Parish. By the Rev. John Hutchinson, M.A., Precentor 
and Canon of Lichfield, Perpetual Curate of Blurton, Staf- 
fordshire. With a View of the Interior of Trentfaam Church, 
from a Drawing by the late Duchess Countess of Suther- 
land. Fcap. 8vo., 58. 

" They witness to a Churchmanlike ministry of the truest and most earnest 

Icind exercised for thirty-eight years in the same parish, by one who never has 

changed ot apparently wished to change his plaoe.^ — Chriatian Rememhrtmeer, 

" May well be perused for its intrinsic worth.*' — Oxford Herald, 

*' Short and pithy, and well calculated to explain the meaning of the Church 

Services, and make people value their privileges." — Clerical JoummL 

INNES. — Five Sermons, Preached in Advent and on the Fes- 
tival of the Holy Innocents, 1851, in the Parish Church of 
Downe, Kent. By the Rev. John Innes, Incumbent. 
Fcap. 8vo., Is. 6d. 

Contents: — Good Resolutions; Christ the Judge; The Jndgwmkt} Ms- 
pentance the Preparation for Judpn^it, &c. 

IRONS.— On the Holy Catholic Church. Parochial Lec- 
tures. By the Rev. W. J. Irons, D.D., Vicar of Bromptoo. 
8vo., 4s. 6d. 

Contbnts :— The Church a witness against False Philosophy ; against Ro- 
mish Corruption ; against Schism } and against Rationalism. 

IRONS.— The Preaching of Christ : a Series of Sixty Ser- 
mons for the People. 6s. in a packet ; wrappers for the 
Sermons separately, 9d. for 25. A Fine Pai>er Edition, 
8vo., 88. 6d. 

Contents : — Six Sermons on our Lonn's words to sinners and the common 
people; Eight Sermons on the Beatitudes; Thirty- four Sermons on the Pa- 
rables, seven on some of our Lord's Words, and six on His Last Words on 
the Cross. 

** These Sermons are remarkable fbr great simplicity and eamestnesa of 
language. The ' Preface ' contains the key to the conneotioB in which tlie 
author considers that our Lord's preaching should be read.'^—Jfcc/MtesMe. 

IRONS. — Sermons on the Miracles, being a Second Series 

of Sermons for the People. New edition. 8vo., Ss. 6d. 

" We have to thank the able author of these discomrses for demonstrating 
Inr the indisputable evidence of success, that it is possible to imrvide a the- 
ology for the people which shall be at once learned and plain, deep and intelli- 
gible, practical and attractive."— JIfominf Post. 
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IRONS.— Ecclesiastical Jubisdiction, being Four Lectures 
on The Synod; The Diocese; The Parish; The Priest. 
With a Preliminary Essay on the Teaching and Priestly 
Offices, and Appendices on the Doctrine of Unity and the 
Koyal Supremacy. 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

"Designed to bring the subject of which they speak as intelligibly and 
simply as possible b^ore the mind of general readers/'— Pre/ace. 

LEE. — Four Advent Sermons, on Death, Judgment, Hell, 

and HeaTen. By the Kev. F. G. Lee, F.S.A. 8vo., 28. 

'* Warn and practical, and fair models of what awakening sermons should 
be." — CkriUian Bemetnbraneer, 

LEE.— The Message of Reconciliation. Four Advent 
Sermons. 8yo., 28. 

LEE. — The Words from the Cross. Seven Sermons for 
Lent and Passion-tide. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

LEE. — Miscellaneous Sermons, by Clergymen of the Church 

of England. Edited by the Rev. F. G. Lee, F.S.A. Post 

8vo., 7s. 6d. 

*»* Ttiis Volume, which is published on behalf of the proposed School Build- 
ing^ at S. John's, Aberdeen, contains Sermons by the Reverends W. R. 
Wroth ; John Purchas; J. C. Chambbrs ; Brtan Kino j A. H. Mackonochib -, 
W. R. Scott ; John Edwards, jun.; T. W. Perrt; the Bishop of Nassau ; 
Charlbs Lttordj J. H. Blunt; T. Dotb Doyb j John L. Latham j Charlbs 
OUTCH, &c., &c., &c. 

MAGNA Y. — Sermons, Practical and Suggestive. By the 
Rev. Claude Magnay. 12mo., 6s. 

CoNTBNTS : — Sin the Disease of the Soul ; The Love of Jksus Unchange* 
able ; First and Second Advent ; The Christian Race; Our Responsibilities as 
a Nation; Goo's Word Sure ; The Tares and the Wheat, &c. 

MILL. — Sermons on the Nature op Christianity. 
Preached in Advent and Christmastide, 1846, before the 
University of Cambridge. By the late W. H. Mill, D.D., 
Hegius Professor of Hebrew, &c. 8vo., 38. 6d. 

CoNTBiTTS : — The Word Incarnate the Basis of Individual and Social Chris- 
tianity; The True Centre of Christianity; Christian Faith Illustrated in S. 
Thomas ; Christianity in its Perfection Illustrated in S. John ; On the Nativity. 

MILL. — Sermons Preached before the University of Cambridge, 
on the Fifth of November, 1848, and three following Sun- 
days, on the Kelation of Church and State, on Ecclesiastical 
Independence, on Education, and the Invariableness of 
Right Doctrine. 8vo., 5s. 6d. 

" Will repay a careftd perusal; indeed the solid matter and chastened elo- 
quence of the preacher are scarcely apprehended and appreciated on a first 
reading.*' — EcclesUuHc, 
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Sermons, 

MONRO.— Practical Sebmons ox the Charactebs of 
THE Old Testament, for the Oourse of the Tear. 
By the Rev. E. Monro, In 3 Vols., fcap. Syo.^ 6s. 6d. each. 

VoL I. contains Twenty-nine Sennons on the foUowlngr ctaancten: — Moaea, 
Joseph, David, Job, Christmas Day, Boaz, Adam, Eve, Cain, Isaiah, Esan, Lot, 
Abraham, Pharaoh, Jacob, Solomon, Balaam, Saol, EUJah, Aaron, &c. 

Vol. II. contains Twenty-six Sermons : — ^Aaron, Samson, Samuel, EU, David, 
Michal, BarzUlai, Ahab, Jezebel, Obadiah, the hoosehold of Ahab, Hez^dah, 
Jehn, Josiah, Jonah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Micah, Isaac, Bliidia, Joshua, 



Vol. III. contains Twenty-six Sermons : — ^David, Jonatiian, SamvieU Solo* 
mon, Jehoshaphat, Uzziah, Deborah, Jeroboam, Rath, Ndiemiah, Naaman, 
Amos, Nebuchadnezzar, Esther, El^ah, Rebekab, Delilah, Tobit, Bezaled and 
Aholihab, The Songr of Solomon, Elihu, The Prophet and ttie Priest, The Men 
of Nineveh and the Men of England, Balaam and Saul, Jeroboam, Saul, and Ahab. 

" We can speak of these with entire approval j Semums on Scripture Cha- 
racters have, and very undeservedly, been too much lost sig:ht of. Far above 
the average, they exhibit considerable powers of language and the results of 
a good deal of reading ; they are original as well as sound." — Ckriitian Be- 
membranactt 

MOBSMAN.— Sermons. By the Rev. T. W. Mosaman, B.A., 
Rector of East Torrington and Vicar of West Torrington, 
Lincolnshire. 12mo., 5s. 

Sixteen Sermons, for Advent, Christmas, Lent, and other Festfrals of the 
Church ; an attempt to preach Ood's Truth as distinctly as possible, not in 
the conventional language which has been so long current in our pulpits, but 
in plain loving words thttt people can grasp and enter into. — Pr^aee, 

MOUNTAIN. — Sermons for the Seasons and on other 

Occasions. By the Rev. J. B. Mountain, D.D., Rector 

of Blunham, Prebendary of Lincoln, and Chaplain to the 

Lord Bishop of Lincoln. 8vo., 78. 6d. 

" Dr. Mountain spealcs with the assurance of a life-long aoinistry."— Joftw 
BuU» 

NEALE.— Readings for the Aged. First Series, contain- 
ing Nineteen Short Lectures for Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D. New edition, 
with Additions, 12nio., 4s. 6d. 

" The different topics are treated with simplicity and unaffected piety, and 
9je well calculated to soothe the sorrows, lessen the regrets, strengthen the 
hopes, and to kindle the aspirations of the closing period of this mortal exist- 
ence." — John Bull, 

NEALE.— Readings for the Aged. Second Series, being 

Forty-one Short Lectures on the Lesser Holydays in the 

English Kalendar. With an Engraving of the Interior of 

the Chapel of Sackville College, East Grinsted. 12mo., 6s. 

'* It is by no means easy to produce a book for a specific class and to do it 
weU. Mr. Neale has done this and with great success. It possesses that bold- 
ness and a grasp of great truths, together with a graphic touch and a power 
of illustration so much to be i^fiixed,**— Brighton Chtardian. 
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NEALE.— Keadinos for the Aged. Third Series, being 
Twenty-nine Short Lectures during part of Lent, Ascen- 
sion-tide, and the Sundays after Trinity. 12mo., 4s. 6d. 

" Exhibits the same power of adapting himself to the drcumstaDces of 
those for whom he writes, that makes his Juvenile Tales so popular among the 
young." — EcclenasHc, 

" How much this little book was needed the parochial Clergy were only too 
well aware. IVe have the substance of Twenty-nine Sermons of a simple and 
practical character; the style has aU the charm of Mr. Neale's genius. But 
not the aged alone ; readers of every age and station may peruse these pages 
with delight, and (if it be not their own fault) with profit too." — Literary 
Churchman, 

NEALE.— Readings fob the Aged. Fourth Series, con- 
taining Thirty Sermons for various Seasons of the Year, 
chiefly for Lent, Passion and Holy Week. The greater 
number are founded on the Fathers and Mediseval writers. 
12mo., 5s. 6d. 

NEWLAND. — P08TIL8 : Short Sermons on the Parables, &c., 
adapted from the Fathers. By the late Key. H. Newland, 

M.A., Vicar of S. Mary Church. 2nd Edit. Fcp. 8vo., 3s. 

"We have seldom read anything more effective; they must make people 
think, and think to some purpose." — EcelesUuUc. 

"The thought is a happy one to work out patristic teaching into sensible 
idiomatic English j we only repeat the ezpetience of others when we say, 
that better sermon thoughts are to be gathered firom these sources than £rom 
any conceivable perusal of Scott and Henry." — Chr^tian Remembrancer, 

NUGEE. — The Holy Women of the Gospel. Second 
Series of Lent Lectures delivered at S. Paul's, Knights- 
bridge. By the B«v. G. Nugee, Vicar of Wymering, 

Hants. Fcp. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 
'* Mr. Nugee has earned the right to make the female character an especial 
subject of iUustration and instruction. In his 'Holy Women' we recognise 
warmth of style, a sound grasp of doctrine, facility of illustration, and warn- 
ings warm alike and practical." — Christian Remembrancer. 

PAGET. — Twenty-two Sermons on the Saints' Days and 
Festivals of the Chuech. By the E«v. F. E. Paget, 
M.A., Rector of Elford, Staffordshire. 12mo., reduced 

to 5s. 

Prepared for rural parishes and family reading. 

" There are still many parishes in which the work of restoring Church or- 
dinances is yet to be accomplished ; and there are many persons who in places 
where the churches are closed on Saints' Days will be thankful to mark in 
private the recurrence of each Festival as well by prayer and meditation as by 
reading Sermons which have a direct reference to the events of the t^oly 
Day."— Prc/ac«. 

PAGET.— Seemons on the Duties of Daily Life. Third 

edition, 12mo., Gs. 6d. 

Being intended for domestic reading, it has been the writer's endeavour to 
make ti^em as clear and simple as possible, both in style and language. 

CoNTBNTs: — Sowing' and Reai^g} Forgetfnlness of Oodj Sins of the 
Tongue} Christian Reverence j Christian Resolution j Almsgiving) Prayer^ 
Farting, &c. 
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Sermons, 
PAGET.— Sebmons fob Special Oocasionb. Post 8vo^ 6e. 

Containing twenty-one Sermons for Consecration of Chordies, Church- 
yards, Restoration, Anniversary, Foundatlon-Stone, New Sdiool* School 
Feast, Confirmation, Ordination, Visitation, Church and Edacational So- 
cieties, Choirs, Waltes, Festivals, Clnbs, and Assizes. 

" Mr. Paget*s name is too well known to require any elaborate ciiticlim of 
these Sermons. They are like all his works— earnest, practiOKl* and elo- 
quent.** — John Bull. 

" WeU calculated to furnish hints, both in style and material* for pre«cbers 
at those times." — Ouardian. 

" We are glad to welcome so tried and useftal a writer as Mr. Paget. These 
sermons show his old po^vers applied with great and happy skill to flitting 
wants, and the social and corporate action of the Church." — ChrURan Re- 
memkrancer, 

POLAND.— Eaen EST Exhortations on Practical Sub- 
jects. By the Rev. Frederick William Poland, M.A., 
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge; Vicar of Paignton, 
Devon. 12mo. 38. 6d. 

POOLE.— Twelve Practical Sermons on the Holt Com- 
munion, By the Rev. G. A. Poole, M.A., Vicar of Wel- 
ford, Northamptonshire. 12mo., 48. 6d. 

Contents :— Freaaent Communion i The Cop of Rlestiogr j Thm FMtt on 
the Sacrifice; Forgiveness of SiuS} Communion with CHazsTi AcoeptaMe 
VT^orship; Repentance and Faith; A Thankful Rwnomhraacai Chaiity vritk 
all Men. 

"Labouring not to prove, but to apply the doctrine stated."— JoAit BuU. 

POTT.— Village Lectures on the Sacraments and Occa- 
sional Services of the Church. By the Rev. Alfred 
Pott, B.D., Rector of East Hendred, Berks, late Principal 
of Cuddesden Theological College. Fcap. 8vo., 28. 

Twenty-two Lectures on Baptism, Sponsors and their Doties, Holy Con- 
munion. Responsibilities, the Church a Family, Education, ConflrmatiOB, 
Marriage, Churchings, Visitation, Burial, &c. 

POTT.— Confirmation Lectures, delivered to a Village 
Congregation in the Diocese of Oxford. Dedicated, by 
permission, to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. Third edi- 
tion, fcap. 8vo., 28. 

** Deserve the fullest commendation, combimng as they do simplicity with 
force, and a popular style of address with unequivocal and definite ortlio- 
doxy." — Scottish Ecclerieutical Journal, 

** We recommend it to all country Clergy who have to miiii«>Ar to simple 
and uneducated congregations." — English Review, 

PRIGHARD.— -Sermons. By the Rev. James Cowles Prichard, 

late Vicar of Mitcham, Surrey. Fcp. 8vo., 4s. 6d. 

** The diaracteristic of this volume is reality. The educated reader will And 
scattered everywhere indications of the elegant tone of mind of the auUior, 
and of the manner hi which his Oxford atadim had told upon hlai.'*~ Aewfo- 
siasiie, 
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PRYNNE.— Plain Pabochial Sebmons. Second Series. By 
the Key. O. R. Ptynne, B.A., Incumbent of S. Peter's, 

Plymouth. 8vo., lOs. 6d. First Series, lOs. 6d. 

"Earnest and practical, and specially suited for private and devotional 
reading."— £cc/e<tas/ic. 

" We very much like these Sermons. They are just what Sermons should 
be — short, practical, sound, and earnest.** — English Review, 

*' They are written in a plain, manly style of eloquence, and are full of sound 
doctrine." — Ecclesiaatic. 

** A volume of simple bat beantiful Sermons." — Churchman*8 Companion, 

READINGS ON THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH AND 
HIS BRETHREN. By Robert G. Swayne, M.A., late Per- 
petual Curate of S. MichaeFs, Bussage, Gloucester. Fcp. 
Syo., 3s. ; limp cloth, 28. 
Intended for the more thoughtftil of our poor, and the young in general. 

" They are weU suited to their purpose, and would prove useftil for lending 
libraries.'* — ChritHan Remembrancer. 

** The wonderfol ^pe of our Lord's life on earth, which is found in the 
touching history of Joseph, is very admirably brought out in these Readings. 
We earnestly recommend this little volume, and we should be truly glad to see 
all the types of Holy Scripture treated with a like reverence and spirituality of 
thought.'* — Eccleaiastic. 

** A volume of careful and reverent Lectures of a practical kind upon both 
the literal and ttie typical meaning of a history which on its human side is the 
m<Mt iMithetic, and on its divine side perhaps the most perfectly typical of the 
whole Old Testament."— Otfordlan. 

SEGNERI.— Twelve Seemons from the Quaresimale of 
P. Paolo Segneri. Translated from the Original Italian 
by James Ford, M.A., Prebendary of Exeter. With a Pre- 
face relating to the Author. Second edition, 8vo., 6s. 
" An extremely valuable work. More awakening and piercing Sermons we 
never read." — Christian Remembrancer, 
" Most extraordinary productions." — Journal of Sacred Literature. 
"They must have enchained the attention of the hearers firom the first 
sentence to the last." — Ouardian. 
" We do not wonder at Segneri's great popularity.**— C/cn'ca/ Journal. 
** Had he understood Italian, Segneri would have been his de^yght."— Bishop 
Sumner. Sermon on the death of the Bishop of Calcutta. 

SEGNERI. — Twelve Sermons from the Quaresimale of 
P. Paolo Segneri. Second Series. Twelve Sermons on 
General SuMects : on God's Threatenings — on Avoiding 
Occasions of Sin — on the Cure of Slander — Superfluous 
Wealth — the Quiet Conscience, &c. Translated by James 
Ford, M.A. Second Edition. 68. 

SEGNERI. — ^Thirteen Sermons (being the concluding Se- 
ries) FROM the Quaresimale of Padre P. Segneri. 6s. 

Contents : On reconciling our minds to the thought of death ; on the love 
of God in afflicting us ; on making merry in a life of sin ; on the sin of hin- 
dering religion in others ; the incomparable Passion of Christ (Good Friday) ; 
the body's share in the glory of the resurrection (Easter Sunday^ ; the danger, 
after Easter, of a relapse in the penitent, &c., &c. 

The Three Series as ahove in one "vol. Bno^V^^. 
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Sermons. 

SERMONS ON THE RE-UNION OF CHRISTENDOM. 

By Members of the Roman Catholic, Oriental, and Angli- 
can Communions. 
SKINNER. — The Revelation op the Anti-Chkist, and 

HOW TO RECEIVE IT IN FaITH, IN HOPE, IN LOVE, IN.FeAR. 

Four Lectures preached at S. Matthias, Stoke Newinston. 
By the Rev. James Skinner, M.A., Incumbent of Newiand, 
Great Malvern. Post 8vo., Is. 6d. 

SMITH. — Sermons Preached in Holy Week, and at 
OTHER Seasons of the Church. By the Rev. Charles 
F. Smith, M. A., Vicar of Crediton, Devon. 12mo., 6s. 

SMITH.— The Sins and Wretchedness of Christendom : 
Transgressions against kindly Helps and Governments of 
Divine Institution. A Course of Lentei^ and Paschal 
Sermons. By the Rev. W. Bramwell Smith, M.A. Post 
8vo., 6s. 

SPRANGER. — Confirmation Lectures. By the Rev. R. J. 

Spranger, M.A. 
I. The Tree by the Water-side. 2d. II. Jordan Driven Back, or Conver- 
Bion. 4d. III. The Tree t>f Life. 4d. IV. The Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. 4d. V. The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 6d. VI. Behe- 
moth, or the Children of Wrath. 6d. 

SPRANGER.— Lectures on the First Chapter of Ge- 
nesis, Showing Man's Interest in his Maker. With a 
Translation of S. Gregory the Great's Discourse on the 
Gift of Prophecy. 8vo., Ss, 

STRETTON.— The Acts of Mary Magdalene, considered, 
in a Series of Discourses, as illustrating Certain Important 
Points of Doctrine. By the Rev. Henry Stretton, M.A. 
8vo., 78. 6d. 

" The life of S. Mary Magdalene is viewed in combination witii the irassages 
in Scripture concerning the penitent woman of the city, and the sister of 
Martha. . . The subject is employed to give a faithful portraiture of the sac- 
cessive steps from genuine repentance to a complete restoration. . . It is for 
us to express in few words a carefully formed opinion of the piety and learning 
of this thoughtful volume, and to give our testimony to that merit which the 
author's name willnatursJly imply." — Chtardian. 

** A series of discourses of unusual interest." — English Review, 

SUCKLING.— Sermons. By the late Rev. R. A. Suckling, 
of Bussage. Fourth edition, fcp. 8vo., 5s. 
'* They all possess the great merit of seeming to come from one who felt that 
he had something to say, not of abstract theology, but of immediate personal 
concernment to his congregation."— J?cc/en*a«^. 

THOMPSON.— CoNCiONALlA. Outlines of Sermons for Pa- 
rochial Use throughout the Year. By the Rev. Henry 
Thompson, M.A., Vicar of Chard, Somersetshire. Second 
edition, Fcp. 8vo., 7s. 6d. 
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TOMLINS.— Advent Sebmons. First Series. Four Ser- 
mons for the Four Advent Sundays. Second Series. The 
Four Night Watches. Originally dedicated, with permis- 
sion, to the late Professor Blunt. Illustrated by copious 
references to the Advent Services. By the Rev. Kichard 
Tomlins, M.A. Second Edition, in 1 Vol., 12mo., 2s. 6d. 

TOMLINS.— Sebmons. Forming a Coniplete Series for the 

greater cycle of High Days in the Church's Year, with 

several for other occasions. Second edition, 12mo., 5s. 

" Distinguished by a tone of straightforward earnestness, which cannot fail, 
under Ood's blessing, to tell upon men's minds. . . . We would name tlje 
Sermons for Ash- Wednesday and Good Friday, with which we were speci^ly 
struck." — Ecdeaiastic, 

WATSON.— Sebmons fob Sundays, Festivals, Fasts, and 
OTHEB LiTUBGiCAL OCCASIONS, Edited by the Rev. 
Alexander Watson, M.A. 5 vols. 8vo. 

First Series, in one vol., price 8s. 6d., contains Twenty-six Sermons, from 
Whitsunday to the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity, by the Bevs. W. Gresley, 
J. D. Coleridge, Bishop of Exeter, Bishop of S. Andrew's, E. Chorton, Dr. 
Irons, Dr. Mill, Dr. Molesworth, Bishop of Montreal, Archer Butler, Dr. Cor- 
nish, J. Jebb, &c., &c. 

Second Series, Vol. I., price 3s. 6d., contains Thirty-three Sermons, fipom 
the First Sunday in Advent to the Fifth Sunday in lAsot, by the Bevs. J. M. 
Chanter, Bishop of Barbadoes, J. H. Finder, Dean of Lichfield, Bishop of 
S. Andrew's, M. Plummer, J. D. Coleridge, the Dean of Canterbury, H. Hop- 
wood, &c. 

Second Series, Vol. II., 3s. 6d., contains Thirty-three Sermons, from Palm 
Sunday to the Fourth Sunday after Trinity, by the Revs. B. Parkinson, 6. M. 
Coleridge, Dr. MiU, H. Thompson, the Bishop of Wellington, J. Keble. the 
Bishop of Barbadoes, the Bishop of Brechin, C. J. Heathi:ote, &c. 

Second Series, Vol. III., 3s. 6d., contains Thirty-one Sermons, from S. Peter's 
Day to the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity, by the Revs. W. J. Dampter, the 
Bishop of Brechin, the Dean of Exeter, J. Frere, Dr. Mill, T. Woodward, the 
Dean of Emly, H. Hopwood, G. M. B. Coleridge, J. B. Sweet, C. C. Bar- 
tholomew, &c., &c. 

Third Series, in one vol., 3s. 6d., contains Thirty-two Sermons on the Occa- 
sional Ofilces, — Baptism, Church Music, Holy Matrimony, Schools, Confirma- 
tion, Almsgiving, Commination, Visitations, National Repentance, &c.,— by 
tiie Bishop of S. David's, the Bishop of New Jersey, the late Bishop Arm- 
strong; the Bevs. J. Oldknow, John Oxlee, F. D. Lempriere, H. Stretton, 
W. Maturin, &c. 

'* They are by the ablest divines of the Church of England, including several 
of her Bishops, and form one of the most valuable contributions to the Sunday 
library which have yet been made." — Exeter Gazette. 

** Useful sermons for family reading, by some of the most eminent parish 
Priests of the ^j,"— English Churchman. 

** We would desire that every family had this work in their possession." — 
Water/ord MaU. 

WATSON.— The Seven Sayings on the Cboss; or, the 
Dying Chbist our Prophet, Priest, and King. Sermons ^ 
Preached in Holy Week. 8vo., 3s. 6d. m 



Sermons. 

WATSON.— Jesus the Giveb and Fulfiller op the New 

Law. a course of Eight Sermons on the Beatitudes. 

Adapted to each day in the Holy Week and to Easter 

Day. 8vo., Ss. 6d. 
An endeaTonr to set forth the retlity of the legal obllffflitkm of the Gospel, 
and to exhibit the truth that He Who gave the New Law as oor Prophet, 
Priest and King, Himself falfllled the Law as our great Example, ftOl of the 
grace which flows from Him npon the redeemed race, of which He ia federal^ 
and spiritually the Head. 

WEST. — ^Paeish Sermons on i-he Chief Articles of the 
Christian Faith. By the Rev. J. K West, M.A., Vicar 
of Wrawby with Qlaniuord Brigg. Fcap. Svo., 68. 

WINDSOR. — Sermons for Soldiers at Home and 

Abroad. By the Rev. S. B. Windsor, Chaplain to the 

Forces, Portsmouth. Fcp. 8vo. Ss. 6d. 

" Do as weU for sailors or carpenters, so good, plain, short, and impressive, 
that they will do for anybody. To the agricultural labourer, the fhctory opera- 
tive, the London mechanic, the cabman, and policeman, as wdl as the soldier, 
these homely but good Sermons are equally applicable." — Literary Churehtnan. 

WOODFORD.— Occasional Sermons. Vol. I. By the Rev. 

J, R. Woodford, M.A., Vicar of Kempsford, Gfloucester- 

shire. Second edition, 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

CoNTBiTTs :— Eighteen Sermons, on Hereditary Religion, Bodily Infirmities, 

S. Matttiias, Dimensions and Proportions of the Church, The Per p e tui ty of 

the Divine Incarnation, The Blessing of Jael, Predestfaiatioa, Church and State, 

Invincible Ignorance, Wonder an elementof Religion, Measuring thePattem, &c. 

'* Thcv contain many remarkable passages and flashes of eloquence, and 
display ingenuity and originality of thought."— Fe^ Farlep*8 Journal. 

WOODFORD. — Occasional Sermons. Vol. II. Second 

edition, 8vo., 7s. 6d. 
CoNTBNTS : — Eighteen Sermons, on S. Paul's Conscience— Public Worship, 
a Service of Praise — ^Joshua and Satan — Man bom for an end — Cross-bearing 
— The Dignity of Human Nature — The Temple and the Body, &c. 

*' Mr. Woodford is certainly one of the best preachers and writers of semums 
that we have. ... In every sermon there is a well-chosen text; a ddOnite 
subject; and eloquent language, free from strains and extravagance.*'— J^c- 
clesiastic. 

WOODFORD. — Sermons preached in various Churches 
OF Bristol. 8vo. 2nd edit. 78. 6d. 

Contents : Christian Principle and Determination— The Representative 
Character of Public Worship — Adam in Paradise — The Fall of Adam— The Sin 
of Judas Iscariot — The Oblation of Cb hist, &c. 

WROTH. — Five Sermons on some of the Old Testa- 
ment Types of Holy Baptism. By the Rev. Warwick 
R. Wroth, B.A., Incumbent of S. Philip's, Clerkenwell. 

8vo., 3s. 
I. The Brooding of the Spirit. II. The Ark of Noah. III. The Red Sea. 
IV. Naaman. V. The Pool of Bethesda. 

" Types show forth the mt^esty of Baptism." — Luther, 
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COMMENTARIES. 

BRECHIN.— A Commentary on the Litany. By the 

Bishop of Brechin. Fcp. 8vo., 48. 6d. 
** Its most remarkable characteristic is the great research which it manifestB. 
It is enri<^ed with so many extracts from the Fathers, that it really becomes a 
complete reaum^ of patristic leamfaig on the subject of which it treats."— 
KcdMiaaHe, 
BRECHIN.—COMMENTARY ON THE SEVEN PENITENTIAL 

Psalms^ from Ancient Sources. Koyal 32mo., cloth, 9d. 

and Is.; roan, Is. 6d. ; calf, 2s. 6d. 
** Under tlds modest title we have a most useful and truly religions realisa- 
tion of the Evangelical meaning of the Penitential Psalms. The writer has 
chosen for illustration the internal acts of penitence, and in a very able and 
eloquent introduction has placed the use of the Psalms in tiie Christian Church, 
and of these especially, as exponents of Evangelical repentance, in a very 
dear and satisfactory light." — Ecclesiastic. 

BRECHIN.— A Commentary on the Te Deum, from An- 
cient Sources. Royal 32mo., 28, cloth ; 3s. 6d. calf; 48. 6(i. 
morocco ; cheap edition, Is. 
** The nearer we come to the exact expression of the truth the more argu- 
ments we gati^r for the praiae of the Supreme. It has been the author's 
humble desire to teadi men to pmi$e well $ and it was thought that the direc- 
ticm of the tboughts to this most wondrous Song at once so exalted and so 
practical, might (under the aid of the Holv Spirit) aid in fostering the habit 
of praise both with our lips and in our lives." — Pre/ace. 

BRECHIN.— A Commentary on the Canticles Used in 
THE Prayer Book. Royal 32mo., 2s. ; cheap edition. Is. 

Viz. :— Venite, Benedicite, Benedictus, Jubilate, Magnificat, Cantate Domino, 
Nunc Dimittis, Deus Misereatur. 

** Intended to exhibit their Evangelical sense, and to show how ftdly words 
which are day by day in our mouths do actually refer to Christ. In the 
Spirit they sp^ to us of the highest mysteries of the kingdom of God, and 
of all the blessed consequences of the Incarnation." — Preface. 

COTTAGE COMMENTARY (The). By the Rev. R. S. Hunt, 

M.A., Incumbent of Mark Beech, Edenbridge, Kent. 

Vol. I., Gospel of S. Matthew. Cloth, 38. j limp, 2s. 6d. 

Vol. II., The Gospel of S. Mark. Cloth, 28.; limp. Is. 8d. 

Vol. m., The Gospel of S. Luke. Cloth, 3s. j limp, 28. 6d. 

Vol. IV., The Gospel of S. John. Cloth, 3s. ; limp, 2s. 6d.- 
This work vdU, it is hoped, supply the want that has been much felt among 
Churchmen, of a Commentary really plain, easy, and simple, such as the 
Cottager and unlearned can read and understand. 

FORD.— The Gospel of S. Matthew Illustrated chiefly in 
the Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modem 
Authors. By the Rev. James Ford, M.A., Prebendary of 
Exeter. Second Edition, 8vo., lis. 

" Seems to us eminently calculated to supply valuable aid and material of 
instruction to those who are about to expound the Word of God.**— English 
Review. 

FORD.— The Gospel of S. Mark Illustrated chiefly in the 
Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modern 
Authors. Second Edition, 8vo., lOs. 
** The true value of these ▼(dnmes is in suggesting, in fsct supplying. Ser- 
mon Thoughts."— CAHsHon Remembrancer^ April, 184g. 
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Commentaries. 

FORD. — The Gospel of S. Luke Illustrated chiefly in the 
Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modem 
Authors. 8vo., 128. 

*'The brevity, depth, and variety of the eztracts form the most pecuUar and 
▼aloable features of the work, and give it a great practical sapedatltf over 
most other commentuieB.**— English Churekman. 

*'A work of great practical usefulness to all who would comprehend and 
appreciate fully the truths, the incidents, and the objects of the Gospel histoff. 
To the student of Divinity it has a peculiar value, and to the Clergy it has 
many and important recommendations." — Ojtford Herald. 

FORD.— The Gospel of S. John Illustrated chiefly in the 

Doctrinal and Moral sense, from Ancient and Modem 

Authors. 8vo., 138. 
This volume completes the Four Gospels, and contains copious Indexes of 
the whole. 

"To the student of Divinity they have a peculiar value, and cannot fail to 
be of the greatest assistance in preparing for examination, whett&er at tiie 
University, or for Ordination." — Oxford Herald. 

" Mr. Ford has added to the religious Library a book, which has no exact 
parallel, that we know of} and which, besides the more immediate ol^ect of 
comment and expositioB, may serve the still higher end of Christian charity 
by showing the beauty and value of many writings among those, who differ 
from ourselves in outward and even doctrinal matters } yet whom Mr. Ford 
has the good sense and manliness to admire, and to quote from, for their piety 
and wisdom." — Ouardian. 

"This volume fully maintains the reputation of the preceding volumes, and 
does great credit to ttie amiable writer's piety, good smse, and diffuse read- 
ing." — Christiem Remembrancer, 

%* This valuahle set of hooks is kept handsomely hound, 
for Presents or University Prizes. Price varying from £3. 128. 
to £4. lOs. 

FORD.— The Acts of the Apostles Illustrated chiefly in 

the Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modern 

Authors. With Indexes. 8vo., Ids. 

" FQr variety and profoseness, this collection stands almost wifliont a rival ; 
there is a pleasing tone of piety in the extracts." — ChrisHan Remembnmeer. 

FORD.— S. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. Illustrated 
from Divines of the Church of England. 8vo., 128. 

MALAN. — The Gospel according to S. John, Translated 

from the Eleven Oldest Versionsi except the Latin, and 

Compared with the English Bible ; with Notes on every 

one of the Alterations proposed by the Five Clergymen in 

their Revised Version of this Gospel. By the Rev. S. C. 

Malan, M.A., of BalHol College, Oxford, and Vicar of 

Broadwindsor, Dorset. Demy 4to., 460 pp., price 208. 

The Translations are from the Syriac, Ethiopic, Armenian, Georgian, Sla- 
vonic^ Sahidic, Memphitic, Gothic, Anglo-Saxon, Arabic, and Persian, printed 
with the Anthorised Version, in twelve parallel columns. There are short 
notes at the foot of every Translation ; and the Notes on the Revised Version 
form the second part of the volume. 
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EALE.-^A Commentary on the Psalms. From the Fa- 
thers and mediseval writers, as well as from the Office 
Books of the Greek, Syriac, Boman, Amhrosian, and Mo- 
zarahic rites. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. Vol. I., Psalms 
1 to 38. Post 8vo., lOs. 6d. Vol. II. in the Press. 

"A work of singrular interest to the devotional reader, and one whidi will 
len a new field of thought to theological students. Mr. Neale has long been 
town as the best qualified of our English clergy for such an undertaldng as 
e poresent; he presents us with a continuous commentary, in which we find 
fndensed the most precious spiritual teaching of the best primitive and me- 
seval expositors. The skill and grace with which these diverse materials are 
orked up are very striking ; and still more remarkable is the power with which 
e inexhaustible treasures of Uturgical illustration are brought to bear on 
ch Psalm in turn. To the clergy this work will be especially useful. Num- 
are will owe it to this book that they will sing their daily Psalms 'with the 
iderstanding also.' *' — Christian Remembrancer, 

EALE. — Commentary on the Words of the Hymnal 
Noted. Parti. 18mo., 6d. 

These Hymns, which have consoled thousands of God's servants in all cir- 
imstances from the earliest days to our own, and many written by great 
ints, must have great depth and fulness of meaning, which the author has 
ire endeavoured briefly to set forth. 



SINGLE SERMONS. 

JODREWES.— The Duty of a Nation in Time of Wab. 
A Sermon preached before Queen Elizabeth. By Bishop 
Andrewes. 6d. 

lATTERSBY.— Sermon on the Death of the Prince 
Consort. By the Rev. W. Battersby, Perpetual Curate 
of Pokesdown, Hants. 6d. 

ELLAIRS. — The Churchman's Church. Two Sermons 
preached at Bedworth, Warwickshire. By the Rev. Henry 
Bellairs, Vicar. 6d. 

ENNETT.—Christ Jesus came into the World to sayb 
Sinners. A Sermon preached in the Parish Church of S. 
George in the East, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 1857. 6d. 

ROOKING. — Individual Responsibility for National 
Visitations. By the Rev. N. Brooking, Vicar of Ipple- 
pen, Devon. 6d. 

ROTHERS. — ^The Hatred of the World the Test of 
OUR abiding in Christ. A Sermon. By the Rev. Francis 
Brothers, Assistant Curate of S. Paul's, Enightsbridee. 6d. 



Single Sermons. 

BULLER.— Inherent Opposition between t^ two Tra- 
ditional Systems of explaining the ** One Cathoug 
AND Apostolic Church." Two Sennons preached at the 
Vi&itation of an Archdeacon in the years 1854 and 1857. 
By the Rev. A« Buller, author of one of the ^ Tracts for 
the Times." 8yo., Is. 6d. 

CARTEIL^Mercy for the Fallen. Two Sennons in aid 
of the House of Mercy, Clewer. By the Rev. T. T. Carter, 
M.A., Rector of Clewer. To which is added, an Appeal 
for the Completion of the House. Is. 

CARTER.— Inward Life in Outward Troubleb. A Ser- 
mon preached at the Anniversary Dedication of S. Mat- 
thias, Stoke Newington, 1851. 5s. 

CARTER.— The Church's Mission. A Sermon preached 
at the Parish Church of S. George in the East, April 27» 
1858, being the First Anniversarv of the De&cation of 
the Mission Chapel of S. Saviour, Welldose Square. 6d« 

CARTER. — The Divine Service. A Sermon preached at 
the Eighth Anniversary of the Consecration of S. John the 
Evangelist, Bovey Tracey. By the Rev. T. T. Carter. 6d. 

CARTER. — ^The Bereaved Comforted. A Sermon preached 
before the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ, at All Saints' Church, Mar- 
garet Street, on Thursday, May 26, 1864. 

CHAMBERS.— The Union of the Natural and Super- 
natural Substances in the Holy Eucharist, analo- 
gous to that of the Human and Divine Natures in 
THE Incarnation. A Sermon preached before the Con- 
fraternity of the Blessed Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of Christ, at All Saints' Church, Margaret Street, on their 
First Annual Conference in 1863. By J. C. Chambers, 
M.A., Perpetual Curate of S. Mary the Virgin, Soho. 
Corrected and enlarged, with Notes and Appenaix. Pub- 
lished by request of the members. Fcap. 8vo., 6d. 

CHAMBERLAIN.— The Glories of Christ and His 
Church. A Sermon, preached before the University of 
Oxford. By the Rev. T. Chamberlain, M.A, 6d. 

COURTENAY.— The Presence of Christ with His Mi- 
nistry, AND IN Holy Places. By the Rev. the. Hon. 
C. L. Courtenay, Vicar of Bovey Ttacey, Devon. Is. 

DAVIES.— The Judgment of God on our National Sins. 
A Sermon on the Indian Revolt. By the Rev. Alfred 
Davies. 6d. 
JS 
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AY. — ^The Liberty of the Gospel no Plea for the 
ABSENCE OP Ceremonial in Public Worship. A Ser- 
mon preached in the Parish Church of S. Botolph without 
Aldgate. By Henry J. Day, M.A., S. Catharine's College, 
Cambridge, Assistant Curate. 6d. 

ENISON.— The Church and School. Two Sermons. By 
the Yen. Archdeacon Denison. Is. 

ENISON.— National Unthankfulness : its Fruits and 
Punishment. A Sermon, preached in Wells Cathedral on 
November 6, 1854. Second edition. Is. 6d. 

YKES. — Natural and Spiritual Life. A Sermon 
preached in Durham Cathedral. By John B. Dykes, M.A., 
late Precentor. 8d. 

VANS. — A Sermon on the Death of the Prince Con- 
sort. By the Ven. Archdeacon Evans, B.D. 6d. 

LOWER.— Stand Fast in the Faith. By the Rev. W. B. 
Flower. Is. 

LOWER. — The Glories of the Church of Christ. A 
Sermon. 6d. 

LOWER. — The Works of the Lord are Great. A 
Sermon. 6d. 

LOWER.— Choral Services and Ritual Observances. 
Two Sermons with an Address on the Present Troubles in 
the Church, preached at Bovey Tracey. Is. 

ORBES. — " Loose him and let him go ;" or, the Benefit of 
Absolution. A Sermon. By the Rev. G. H. Forbes, 
Rector of Broughton, Northamptonshire. 6d. 

ORBES.—" Jesus Wept." A Sermon. Is. 

ORD.— Holy Communion at a Visitation, A Sermon. 
By the Rev. James Ford, Prebendary of Exeter. 6d. 

OWLER.— The Church the Bond of Brotherhood. 
A Club Sermon. By the Rev. C. A. Fowler, Perpetual 
Curate of King's Kerswell, Devon. 6d. 

rOODWIN. — The Duty of Offering to God, A Sermon. 
By the Very Rev. Harvey Goodwin, D.D., Dean of Ely. 6d. 

JUTCH. — The Gloomy Summer; or, God's Threatened 
Chastisement reserved for National and Individual 
Sins. A Sermon preached, in compliance with the sugges- 
tion of the Bishop of London, at All Saints', Margaret 
Street. By the Rev. C. Gutch, B.D., Curate. 6d. 



Single Sermons, 

GUTCH.— I'HE Stained Glass Window : a token of grati- 
tude and joint memorial in the House of God for Divine 
Mercies. A Sermon preached on S. Matthew's Day, 1856, 
in the Church of Norton S. Philip, Diocese of Bath and 
Wells. By the Rev. Charles Gutch, B.D. 6d. 

HEWETT. — Obsebvance of the Fast Days of the Church 
BT Schoolboys. A Sermon preached in the Chapel of 
All Saints' Grammar School, Bloxham. By the Key. 
J. W. Hewett. 6d. 

HUGHES.— The Sabbath Made for Man. By the Bev. 
J. Hughes, Perpetual Curate of East and West Looe, 
Cornwall. 6d. 

HUGO. — Address before the Hon. Artillery Company 
at the Funeral Service on the death of the Prince 
Consort. By Thomas Hugo, M^., F.S.A., FJt.S.L. 
4d. ; enamel cover, 6d. 

INDIAN REVOLT.— A Sermon preached in India on the day 
of Humiliation. By a Clergyinan of the Church of Eng- 
land. Is. 

JENNER.— The Grace of Holy Orders and its Correla- 
tiye Obligations. A Visitation Sermon. By the Rev. 
H. L. Jenner, Vicar of Preston, Kent. 6d. 

KEBLE. — The Strength of Christ's Little Ones. A Ser- 
mon. By the Rev. J. Keble, M.A., Vicar of Hursley. 6d. 

KING. — ^A Warning against the Sin of Sacrilege ; being 
a Sermon preached by Bryan King, A.M., Rector of S. 
George's in the East. dd. 

KING. — The Recovery of the Lost Sheep of the Church 
of England by Home Missions in her Large and 
Destitute Parishes. A Sermon preached at the open- 
ing of the Calvert Street Mission Chapel. By the Rev. 
Bryan King, Rector of S. George's in the East. 6d. 

LAWRENCE .— Humi i.l4Tion,' England's Duty. A Sermon 
on the Indian Revolt. By the Rev. G. M. Lawrence. 6d. 

LE GEYT. — ^The Warning of Esau. A Sermon preached 
at the Church of S. George in the East. By the Kev. C. J. 
Le Geyt, M.A., Incumbent of S. Matthias', Stoke Newing- 
ton. 4d. 

LIDDON. — ^The Aim and Principles of Church Missions. 
A Sermon preached at S. Mary Maffdalene, Munster 
Square. By the Rev. H. P. Liadon, Vice-Principal of 
S. Edmund Hall, Oxford. 4d. 
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LIDDELL. — The Inspiration of Holy Scripture, as not 

MERELY CONTAINING, BUT BEING, THE WORD OF GOD. 

A Sermon (with reference to the Recent Judgment in the 
Court of Privy Council,) preached at S. Paul's, Knights- 
bridge, on the Third Sunday in Lept. By the Rev* and 
Hon. R. Liddell, M.A., Perpetual Curate of S. Paul's, 
Knightsbridge, with S. Barnabas', Pimlico. 8vo., 6d* 

LOUGHBOROUGH.— Times of Restoration. A Sermon, 
with Notes, &c. By R. L. Loughborough, Vicar of Pirton, 
Herts. 28. 6d. 

MANNING AND HAKE.— The Son of Consolation. Two 
Sermons to the Boys of All Saints' School, Bloxham^ 1854. 
By the Rev. F. J. Manning and the Rev. R. Hake. 6d. 

MANNING.— Called to be Saints. A Sermon preached 
on the Feast of All Saints. 1855. 4d. 

MONRO.— Home and Colonial Missions. Two Sermons. 
By the Rev. Edward Monro. 8d. 

MORRIS.— God Wonderful in His Holy Places. A 
Sermon. By the Rev. T. E. Morris. 3d. 

MURRAY.— S. Andrew an Example. A Sermon preached 
on S. Andrew's Day, 1854. By the Rev. James Murray, 
M.A. 6d. 

NEALE.— "He said, Come." A Sermon preached at the 
Dedication Festival of S. Matthias', Stoke Newington, 
June 30, 1859. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, M.A. Pub- 
lished by request. 6d. 

NEWLAND.— The Two-Edged Sword of God. A Ser- 
mon preached on the Day of Humiliation. By the late 
Rev. H. Newland. 3d. 

OXFORD (Bishop of.)— Sermon preached by the Lord Bishop 
of Oxford, on the Opening of the New Building of the 
House of Mercy, Clewer, Vigil of S. Andrew, November 
29. To which are added the Order of Services, and an 
account of the Ceremony. Is. 

OXFORD (Bishop of.)— "Cast in Meal;" or, the Poison 
rendered Harmless. A Sermon preached by the Lord 
Bishop of Oxford at S. John's, Hurstpierpoint. Is. 

PAGET.— The Idolatry of Covetousness. By the Rev. 
Francis E. Paget. Is. 

PEARSON.— Apostolic Treatment of Divisions in the 
Church. By W. H. Pearson. Is. 



Single Sermons* 

PREVOST.— The Restoration op Chubx3Hes, and The 
Walk in the Spibit. Two Sermons, by the Rev. Sir 
George Prevost, Bart., and the Rev. C. E. Kennaway. 6d. 

PUSEY.— Increased Communions. A Sermon, by the Rev. 
E. B. Pusey, D.D. 3d. 

PUSEY.— Do ALL to the Loed Jesus. A Sermon. 3d. 

PYE. — The Teacher sent from God. An Ordination Ser- 
mon. By the Rev. H. J. Pye, M.A., Rector of Clifton 
Campville. Is. 

PYE.—CoNVOCATiON. A Sermon, on the late Synodical Con- 
demnation of the Essays and Reviews. 3d. 

RAWLINS. — The Externals of Religion. A Sermon 
preached in the Parish Church of Clifton Campville, on 
Sunday, February 14, 1858. By the Rev. T. S. F. Raw- 
lins, Curate. Is. 

REECE.— Jesus, God Incarnate, the Object of Adora- 
tion IN the Holt Eucharist. A Sermon preached in 
the Parish Church of S. Mary Church, Devon, on Christ- 
mas Day, 1857. By the Rev. W. S. Reece, Curate. 6d. 

RICHARDSON.— God's Call of His Ministers, A Sermon 
preached September 16, 1711. By William Richardson, 
lately a Dissenting Preacher in Pinmakers' Hall, but now 
ordamed a Presbyter in the Church of England. (Re- 
printed.) 4d. 

RUSSELL.— Obedience to the Church in things Ritual. 
A Sermon, by the Rev. J. F. Russell, Incumbent of S. 
Mary's, Greenhithe. 6d. 

SINGLETON.— Uncleanness, the Rxhn of Body and 
Soul. Two Sermons to the Boys at Radley, by the Rev. 
R. C. Singleton. 8d. 

SISTERS OF BETHANY. Three Sermons preached at the 
Chapel Royal, Windsor Great Park. 6d. 

SKINNER.— The Priest's Call. A Sermon for Ember 
Days. By the Rev. J. Skinner. Id. 

SKINNER.— The Stewards of the Mysteries of God. 
A Sermon for Ember Days. 2d. 

SMITH.— The Office and Duties of Sponsors. A Sennon. 
By the Rev. C. O. Smith, B.A. 3d. 
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SMYTTAN.— Christ Slighted and Rejected. Two Ser- 
mons preached in S. Andrew's, "Wells Street, in Passion 
and Holy Weeks, 1856. By the Rev. G. H. Smyttan, 
Rector of Hawksworth, Notts. Is. 

SPRANGER. — Church Colouring. A Sermon in behalf of 
the Schools, All Saints'^ Margaret Street, March 4, 1860. 
By the Rev. R. J. Spranger, M.A. Published by request. 
The profits to be given to the School Fund. 6d. 

STUART.— The Presence of Christ realised by Loye. 
A Sermon by the Rev, H. C. Stuart. 6d. 

TODD. — " I Thirst." A Sermon preached during Lent, in 
the Parish Churcb of Sleaford. By the Rev. Thomiis 
Todd, M. A., Rector of Newton, Lincolnshire. Is. 

WATSON.— Public Ordinances an Effectual Ministra- 
tion OF Diyine Pardon. Preached at the Consecration 
of S. Mary's, Devonport By the Rev. Alexander Watson, 
M.A. Is. 

WELLINGTON. — The Catholic Unity of Christ's Church. 
A Sermon preached Oct. 17, 1858. By the Bight Rev. 
the Lord Bishop of Wellington. 6d. 

WOODFORD.— The Commission and the Promise. A 
Sermon preached at a General Ordination held by the 
Lord Bishop of Oxford. By the Rev. J. R. Woodford, 
M.A., Vicar of Kempsford. Is. 

WOODFORD.— The Throne of David, and The Breadth 
of the Divine Commandments. Two Sermons on 
behalf of the Fund for building new schools. Is. 

WOODFORD.— The Diversity op Christian Holiness. 
A Sermon preached at Bristol in behalf of the Grateful 
Society. 6d. 

WOODFORD.— The Building of Gold and of Stubble. 
An Ordination Sermon. 6d. 

WOODFORD.— The Hidden Manna. A Sermon preached 
at All Saints', Margaret Street, on the day after the Con- 
secration. 6d. 
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CHARGES. 

BRECHIN.— A Primary Charge delivered to the Clergv of 
his Diocese, at the Annual Synod. By A. P. Forbes, I).G.L.| 
Bishop of Brechin. Second Edition, enlarged, with an 
Appendix. 2s. 6d. Also a cheap edition on small paper, Is. 

" We can but rcjoioe that nottiing has prevented the publication erf a Charge 
so full of orthodoxy and piety. So many other tqpics are incidentally aUnded 
to, bealdefl the * Real Presence,' that it would have been a great loss to the 
dieigy of Brechin to be deprived of a discourse so learned, careful, and in- 
structive." — Literary Churchman, 

'.* Deserves to be ranked amongr theological treatises.** — Qfuirdian. 

"The new edition is enriched with several explanatory passages, a catent 
of authorities, and a reply to his opponents. These make it to be a very com. 

{^lete theological treatise on the Eucharist ; but that which after all is perhapi 
ts chief ornament, is the beautifully charitable and humble spirit in which be 
replies to his Brother Bishops. It is a perfect model of theological contro- 
verqr." — Eccle*ia$He. 

BRECHIN.— A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese 
of Brechin, on the 27th of August, 1862. By A. P. 
Forbes, D.C.L. 6d. 

DENISON.— Pribiary Charge to the Clergy, &c., of the 
Archdeaconry of Taunton, May, 1852. By O. A. Denison, 
Archdeacon. Is. 6d. 

DENISON.— The Charge op the Ven. the Archdeacon 
OF Taunton, 1869, with Appendix of Letter to the-Clergy 
and Churchwardens, &c. 6d. 

DENISON. — ^The Charge of the Ven. the Archdeacon 
OP Taunton, 1860. 6d. 

FREDEKICTON.— A Charge delivered at his Primarv Visi- 
tation held in Christ Church Cathedral, Fredericton, August 
24, 1847, by John, Bishop of Fredericton. Is. 6d. 
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